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Studies and Thoughts bybrotherjohnthomas
CHAKIOTS OF GOD AND MOUNTAINS OF MEN (Continued)

The Four Chariots in motion are the 'called and faithful and

chosen' in company with the King of kings, in actual conflict with
the nations of the earth (Rev. 17:14), and are seen in Rev. 19 as—

"The armies in the heaven upon white horses following the
Word of God who smites the nations with the sword of his mouth,
and rules them with a rod of iron" (vs. 14-15).

They are the war Chariots of the Spirit in the conflict of—
"The Great Day of God the Omnipotent Ruler (pantokrator)"—

Rev. 16:14.

They invade the North and the South, and then make their
expeditions into all other parts of the earth. The horses of the
chariots represent the forces commanded by the Saints: and the
colors of the horses their operations upon their enemies. The
Chariot horses are not literally horses, for it is written (Hos.
1:7)-

"I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and I will save
them hy Yahweh their Elohim; and will not save them by bow,
nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, or horsemen"

But: "He will make Judah as His goodly horse in the battle
... and they shall be as mighty men, who tread down their ene
mies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight
BECAUSE YAHWEH IS WITH THEM" {Zee, 10:3-5).

Judah and Israel are Yahweh's battle-axe and weapons of
war, by which he will 'break in pieces the nations and destroy
the kingdoms' (Jer. 51:20), but without the Spirit they can no
more effect this than a battle-axe can wield itself in fight. The
Saints will ride the Tribes of Israel in their wars. They will be
their 'goodly horses' in their conflicts with the kings of the earth
and their armies, which will be utterly routed and overthrown.
Habakkuk says (3:8-15)—

"Thou wilt ride upon Thy horses: Thy Chariots are salvation.
Thy bow is made bare. The oath concerning the Tribes is the Word,

"With indignation Thou wilt march through the earth: even in
anger Thou wilt thresh the nations. Thou wentest forth to save
Thy people, to save Thine Anointed,, ,Thou leddest Thine horses
through the sea, the foaming of mighty waters,"

And alluding to the same crisis, David says (Psa. 68:17)—
"The Chariots of20,000 Elohim, thousands of thousands. The

Ruler is among them as on Sinai, in the Holy (Land),"
From these collateral testimonies we see that the symbols of

Zechariah's vision represent the Tribes of Israel, the Saints, and
the Messiah at their head, as: "The Chariot of Israel and the
horsemen thereof" (2 Kings 2:12)—^in which the Eternal Spirit
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rides for the redemption of His people and the subjugation of the
world. The idea is grand, and was employed in a typical sense
by Isaiah (21:7-10) when predicting the fall of Babylon. He says
that the Lord told him to set a man on a tower to watch, and to
report what he should see in vision. On looking, the watchman
announced he saw—

"A chariot, and a couple of horsemen: a chariot of asses; a
chariot of camels."
He then listened with great earnestness: and hearing a roar, "He

cried out, A Lion!" The meaning of this is explained in verse 9—
"Behold, here comes a chariot OF MEN, and a couple of

horsemen."

And he continued: "Babylon is fallen, is fallen! And all the
graven images of her gods he hath broken to pieces on the earth."

The Ass was the symbol of Media, and the Camel of Persia.
Hence, the 'chariot of asses' was the army of the Medes under
the horseman, 'Darius the Mede'; and the 'chariot of camels'
the army of the Persians under the other horseman, 'Cyrus the
Persian.' These chariots of verse 7 are merged into the one in
verse 9, and there styled 'a chariot of men' under the 2 horsemen.

This is very plain and satisfactory; and from it we learn that
an army under its commander is a 'chariot' in the language of
Scripture; and its commander is a horseman, or charioteer. The
word pahrahsh signifies both a horse and a horseman. Hence
in prophecy, the one is sometimes made to stand for the other.

When the chariot of Medes and Persians came in sight of the
Lion, he began to roar. This was the Lion of Babylon. Isaiah,
Jeremiah and Daniel all make a Lion the symbol of Babylon's
power. The watchman heard the roar of this lion in vision.
But it did not scare off the 'asses' and the 'camels'; for though
he mentions the lion no more, he declares the fall of Babylon,
which was equivalent to sajdng the lion was snared and taken,
or slain.

Zechariah's Four Chariots and horses, then, are the hosts or
armies of Yahweh, from which in relation to mundane affairs He
derives to Himself the title 'Yahweh of Hosts (Tzvaoth).'There
are four divisions of His Chariot, according to the standards of
the Encampment, and answering to the Wheels.

In the 'War of the Great Day,' the two Mountains of Brass will
demand primary attention. The black horses are therefore sent
forth into the North, and the white horses after them. The result
of this invasion is the conquest of the North: Assyria, Persia,
Togarmah of the north quarters, etc. And while this is going on,
the spotted horses go forth to the invasion of Egypt, or the south
country, as seen also by Habakkuk (3:6-8). When these horses
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have done their work in the North and in the South, the two
Mountains of Brass will have disappeared, and the prophecies
of Isaiah 19:23-25 and Micah 5:5-6 will be fulfilled.

The land of Israel will have been wrested from the Gentiles,
and Assyria and Egypt will have been conquered and annexed to
the new Eungdom of Israel, and their populations enlightened,
healed, and blessed in Abraham and his Seed—according to the
Gospel.

But besides the leveling of these two mountains there will be
much other work to be accomplished. Therefore the fieet horses
sought permission to go forth wherever the enemy was in arms
(Zech. 6:7). They received authority to go. Zechariah records that
they ran to and fro in the earth, but he does not tell us against
what powers they contended.

His silence upon the point is interrupted by Jesus Christ,
who revealed to John that they would march with him against
the kingdoms of the West, styled apocalyptically 'the Beast and
the False Prophet' and 'the Ten Horns.' Speaking of them, he
says (Rev. 17:14)—

"These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
conquer them, because he is Lord of lords, and King of kings,
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful."

When this war is finished, the kingdoms of the West will have
been taken possession of by the Saints, as Daniel had foreshown,
and then the apocalyptic acclamation will proclaim an existing
situation, for—

"The kingdoms of this world will have become Yahweh's and
His Christ's."

These 'goings forth' of the horses will be terrible to the nations.
The prophetic colors are indicative of this. The first of these
Four Chariots of men is horsed with red. Red horses show that

the period in which the Chariots are manifested is a period of
war. The red horses are not represented as going forth to any
country. The black, white, spotted, and strong or fleet (termed
'bay' in AV), are seen by the prophet going at the time of the
Chariots issuing from between the Mountains of Brass. Peace
has been taken from the earth, and men are earnestly engaged
in killing one another immediately preceding the appearance
of the Chariots. This is expressed by the phrase—

"The nations were enraged, and Thy wrath came"(Rev. 11:18).
Here there is no need of a special going forth to take away

the peace of the world. If the world of nations were in a state of
peace at Messiah's appearing, the prophet would have probably
seen red horses going forth upon a special mission. But being in
a state of war as the result of the operation of the policy of the
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Frog Power, the first horses seen to issue forth are the black.
This preadventual condition of the world is represented by: "A
man riding on a red horse" (^ech.. 1:8).

Behind, or after him are the red, spotted and white 'in the
bottom,' or between the two mountains, which go forth when the
Chariots appear. When all these have done their work, 'all the
earth sitteth still, and is at rest'—^the Reign of Peace begins.

The appropriateness of red to represent an ensanguined con
dition of the nation will be seen from the following testimonies—

"I will bring from Bashan: I will bring from the depth of the
sea. So that thou shalt plunge thy foot in the blood of enemies;
the tongue of thy dogs (shall lap) from it"(Psai. 68:22-23).

Elohim is Judge: He will throw down this, and He will exalt
that. For there is a cup in the hand of Yahweh and the wine is red.
It is full of mixture, and He will pour out from it. All the wicked
of the earth shall surely drink, and wring out the dregs of it.. ."

"But I will announce it at the Olahm (Hidden Period). I will
sing praise because of the Elohim of Jacob; and I will cut off all
the horns of the wicked. The horns of the Righteous One shall
be exalted" (Fsa. 75:7-10).

The Dialog, also between the prophet and the Messiah in Isa.
63:1-6 is intensely 'red' in the color of the scene. The testimony
may be presented in the following form—

Prophet: *Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed
garments from Botsrah'? This that is glorious in his apparel,
travelling in the greatness of his strength^

Messiah: "I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save."
Prophet: "Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy

garments like him that treadeth the winepress?"
Messiah: "I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the

people there was none with me. For I will tread them in mine
anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood shall be
sprinkled on my garments, and I will stain all my raiment: FOR
THE DAY OF VENGEANCE is in my heart, and the year of my
Redeemed is come . .

"And I looked: and there was none to help. And I was amazed:
and there was none to uphold. Therefore mine own arm brought
salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. And I will tread
down the peoples in my anger, and make them drunk in my fury,
and I will bring down their strength to the earth."

But the most demonstrative testimony to this prophetic
signification of 'red' is found in Rev. 6:4. It is there written—

"And there went forth another horse fiery-red. And to him
who sat upon him it was given to take peace from the earth;
even that they might slay one another. And there was given
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unto him a great sword." Yi&re is represented a period of war
in which much blood would be poured out. A red horse, a great
red Dragon, and a scarlet-colored Beast—all indicate that they
belong to an ensanguined page of human history.

The horses of the second Chariot of Elohim were black. These
go forth into the North country. To be subject of injury, aston
ishment, and famine—^from whatever cause—is represented in
prophecy by black—

"The harvest is past; the summer is ended—and we are not
saved. For the hurt of the daughter of my people (Zion) am I hurt.
I am black: astonishment hath taken hold ofme"{ier. 8:20-21).

"The Word of Yahweh that came to Jeremiah concerning the
dearth. Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish: they
are BLACK unto the ground, and the cry of Jerusalem is gone
up" {Hex. 14:1-2).

"Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible fam
ine" 5:10).

In Rev. 6:5 a period of famine is symbolized by 'a black horse'
and a rider holding a pair of balances to weigh out at high price
wheat, barley and wine. Such are the calamities indicated by
black, the symbol of mourning and woe to this day. Pestilence
follows in the wake of famine. Hence the going forth of the black
horses into the North country indicates the visitation of that
ensanguined region with famine and pestilence—which will have
their influence in bringing the peoples of the region to a right
understanding of the Power they contend against.

The black horses are followed by the Chariot with white hors
es. This indicates the complete subjugation of all the Russias,
Assyria, Togarmah, Persia, etc., for Zechariah was informed
that the Chariots which went forth northward:

"Had caused Yahweh's Spirit to rest in the north country"
(Zech. 6:8). Hence white indicates conquest ending in purity
and peace:

"Blessed be Assyria, the work of My hands" (J.sa. 19:25).
This blessedness results from the combined operation of the

black and white horses. The famine and pestilence are followed
up by military campaigns in which the Saints ride forth 'con
quering and to conquer.' This career of a power is symbolized in
Rev. 6:2—

"I saw and behold a white horse, and he that is sitting upon
him having a bow. And there was given to him a wreath of victory;
and he went forth conquering, even that he might conquer."

Added to this is the idea of purity, as the consequence of
overcoming. The signification of white is very frequent in the
Apocalypse. In chapter 19, Jesus and his Brethren are seen
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clothed in white, and sitting upon white horses—^by which they
are connected with the white horse Chariot of Zechariah that

goes forth to the conquest of the North.
"To him that overcometh will I give a white stone, and on the

stone a new name engraved, which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth it" (Row. 2:17).

"They who have not defiled their garments shall walk with me
in white for they are worthy. He that overcomes shall he clothed
in white"(Row. 3:4-5).

"White robes were given to every one of them" (^ow. 6:11).
"Clothed with white robes . . . These are they which came out

of great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb"(^ow. 7:9, 14).

The spotted horses of the fourth Chariot go forth to Egypt,
Arabia, and other districts of the South to work out the conquest
and consequent blessedness of that region. The color of these
horses is a combination of the black and the white, being 'griz
zled' or spotted. What has been said of these, as a combination
of the two. They effect in the South what the white and black
accomplish in the North, so that when their mission is complete,
it will be said—

"Blessed be Egypt my people" (Isa. 19:25).
The 'highway' out of Egypt to Assyria will be perfected and

the 'Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians' (v. 21).
In the AV, the fourth Chariot is to be horsed with ̂bay' horses,

as well as with 'spotted.' But the original word does not indicate
color. It is amutzim, and signifies 'active, fleet, or vigorous.'
This plural occurs in no other Scripture than the two texts in
Zechariah. This is not, then, a prophetic color: the horses of the
fourth Chariot were spotted and fleet. The two Mountains of
Brass being leveled, the fourth Chariot (as a 'fljdng eagle' Rev.
4:7) rushes forth: "Upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward
the West" (^ssi. 11:14).
—and spoils them, as they will also spoil 'the Children of the
East.' They career to and fro through the earth, which—as the
result of their labors—

"SITTETH STILL, AND IS AT REST" (Zech. 1:11) .
Thus, Yahweh having (Isa. 66:15-16)—". . . come with fire, and
with HIS CHARIOTS like a whirlwind, to render His anger and
fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire: for by fire and by sword
shall Yahweh plead with all flesh. And the slain of Yahweh shall
be many"—^this having come to pass according to the testimony
of all the prophets, the Four Horns of the Gentiles will have
been frayed by the Four Carpenters. And the Great Mountain—
comprehensive of the Harlot of the Ephah and her house in the
260 Berean 2018



land of Shinar, and of the two Mountains of Brass—^will have
become a plain before Zerubbabel and bis Cbariot-bosts. As the
result of this terrible and glorious work of the Saints, Yabweb
will be a wall of fire round about, and the Glory in the midst of
Jerusalem. And many nations shall be joined to the Lord, and
will be His people. And He shall inherit Judab His portion in
the Holy Land, whose iniquity shall be entirely removed.

The Head Stone shall be brought forth with acclamations,
and—as THE BRANCH grown up to David—^be shall sit upon
bis throne and execute judgment and righteousness in the Land.
He shall build the Temple of Yabweb, and be shall bear the glory,
and sit and rule upon bis throne. And be shall be a Priest upon
bis throne, after the order of Melcbizedek (Zecb. 1:21; 2;5,11-12;
3:9; 4:7; 6:12-15; Jer. 33:15-18; Psa. 110:4). —Herald 1858

Second Voyage To Australia
(Continued)

Friday, July 29, 1898—A MEETING AT BRO. TANFIELD'S
HOUSE

On the Friday night there was a private meeting at the
bouse of brother Tanfield, at which I delivered an address, and
answered questions on the unscriptural state of things prevail
ing in the denominations. A Mr. Wylde was present, who holds
the Truth in great part, but fraternizes with the Wesleyans and
others, and was disposed to advocate temporizing measures. I
put some questions to him, which he found a difficulty in an
swering.
Sunday, July 31, AT AUCKLAND: A LETTER TO THE
PAPER

On Sunday, July 31st, we had our two last meetings in the
midst of storm—^breaking of bread in the morning, and lecture
at night at the Masonic Hall. There were good attendances, and
farewells with regret. The brethren made an unexpected "love
offering," out of "the abundance of their joy and deep poverty."
I told them, in thanking them through brother Harrison, that
it was some offset to the bitter things that had to be borne in
the service of the Truth

During my presence in Auckland, there was a controversy in
the local press, on the widely interesting question, of whether
and why the popular church system was a failure. Perceiving an
opening for a voice, I penned the following contribution, which
appeared in the New Zealand Herald for August 2, 1898:—
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"To the Editor, Sir—Perhaps you will allow a stranger passing
through your beautiful town to contribute a word to the contro
versy that has been going on in your columns on the question of
whether the Church is a failure.

"I perceive that one of the preachers admits the partial failure,
and has various suggestions as to the cause, and a word as to the
remedy. The remedy is more important than any explanation of
the undoubted failure. He thinks the cure lies in 'getting back to
Christ's teaching and thought.' 'Truth,' saith he, 'must come.'

"In the abstract this is good. But how is this to be got at? How
are we to get back 'to Christ's teaching and thought?' If we had
no official record of Christ's teaching, it would be impossible to
get back to it. But we have such a record in the New Testament,
which has been in the hands of believers in an unbroken line of

transmission since the first century.
"If the rank and file of the Churches would begin the

regular and attentive reading of the Bible, there would
be some hope of getting back to the original teaching of
Christ, as many have already done.

"I say 'the Bible' advisedly, meaning the Old Testament as well
as the New, for the Old Testament was as much commended to
the attention of the people by Christ as his own commandments.
If the people were to cultivate the habit of reading the Bible for
themselves, independently of denominational bias, we should
soon witness a revolution in popular theology, for the Bible does
not teach popular theology in any of its fundamental doctrines
and principles. Popular theology is a conglomerate of Platonic
philosophy and ecclesiastical tradition, alias human speculation
and invention.

"The Bible promulgates divine revelation. It teaches the mor
tality of man, the unity of God, and the bodily terrestrial nature
of the salvation that God is now working out by Christ. Many of
the preachers recognize this, but hold back from its public avowal
for fear of results.

"I fear there is little likelihood of the people adopting the plan
of Bible study, if the views expressed by Mr. Badewell in your
issue of Friday prevail—as they do, and are likely to do, more
and more from their plausibility and palatability—that is, as
regards the mass. A few will doubtless always be found, whose
knowledge of the Scriptures will never allow them to consent to
the suggestions that the Bible embodies 'the mjd^hs of an eastern
people,' and who will be prepared to maintain without reserve,
and in the full exercise of reason, that it is 'to be received and
accepted as God's inspired Word.' This view is not disposed of by
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the quotation from a Jesuit father, nor by the consensus of a
whole hierarchy of clerical erudition.
'When the Bible is UNDERSTOOD, the objections that weigh

so readily upon Mr. Badewell's class fall to the ground. The mere
reading of it, in any systematic manner, is enough to dispel the
notion of a superstitious or even a human origin. The 'six days
hypothesis,' the creation of light, and Adam and Eve's advent
in the garden of Eden, and all the other details supposed to be
so damaging, are all matters of exegetical detail that fall into
harmony with the general scheme of divine (and scientific) truth,
when the Bible is allowed to give us this scheme in a strictly
literal interpretation,' carried out with due regard to obvious
figures of speech where they occur.
"The huge mistake, that is driving the people into

irreligion, is the assumption that clerical theology and
Bible revelation are identical.

"The two things are as wide as the poles asunder. Many have
found out this to their joy, and if the discovery could only be ex
tended to the public in general, we should soon have a different
attitude on the part of the New Zealand public to the Book, to
which even now they unconsciously owe so much.—I am, etc,
ROBERT ROBERTS."

Monday, August 1, 1898—
SAILING FROM AUCKLAND FOR SYDNEY

We left Auckland on Monday, August 21st, in the S.S. Mararoa
for Sydney—1,000 miles over the stormy sea.

(To be continued, God willing)

Be Ye Therefore Perfect
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT

(Continued)

"Forgive men their trespasses."
We must forgive—freely and fully, from the heart. This is

absolutely essential to a Christlike character. Ill-feeling and
resentment and taking offense and unforgivingness and fleshly
sourness make divine beauty of character utterly impossible.
And we must forgive everything—whether forgiveness is
sought or not. It is very self-gratifying to graciously forgive
when forgiveness is asked in repentant humility. There is little
virtue in forgiving under those conditions. But Christ prayed
for forgiveness for those who were in the act of putting him to
a cruel death, and Stephen did the same.
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"Moreover, when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear
unto men to fast"

'Verily I say unto you. They have their reward"
Fasting comes under the same instruction of privacy, and this

principle is all-inclusive. Any self-denial or sacrifice for the sake
of service to Christ must be secret to have any value in God's
sight.

•k -k -k

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, for where
your treasure is there will your heart be also" (6:19-23).

This is perhaps the most comprehensive and searching
of the commands, as it deals with the whole direction and
motive and purpose of life.

"Treasure on earth" is anything related to the present, pass
ing, mortal life.

The natural way is to accumulate treasure of many different
kinds. This is so universally taken for granted as the wise and
profitable thing to do that to question it is heresy, and to violate
it is considered the height of stupidity.

Christ completely cuts the foundation out from under the
whole natural pattern of life.

Verses 21-23 are an explanation of the importance of sin-
glemindedness, as related to where our treasure in life is.
The natural desire is to want treasure both in heaven and on

earth—^to seek both salvation and present advantage. But Jesus
says—

"If thine eye be single, thy body shall be full of light. But if
thine eye be evil, or double, thy whole body shall be full of dark
ness. "

Singlemindedness is the only true enlightenment and peace.
We must decide whether we want heavenly things or earthly
things: we cannot have both—

"A doubleminded man is unstable in all his ways. Let not that
man think he shall receive anything of the Lord" (Jam. 1:7-8).

k  k k

The next command is even more specifically to the point—
"No man can serve two masters ... ye cannot serve God and

mammon" (6:24).
"Mammon" simply means riches, wealth, present gain, world

ly things. We can be of no use or desirability to God unless we
are entirely devoted to Him to the exclusion of everything else.
Everything else—all natural things—must be very secondary
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and very unimportant to us, in order to please God. Therefore—
"Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, what ye

shall drink, or what ye shall put on. For all these things the
Gentiles—the people of the world— (6:25-32).

God wants us to be very different from the world, with our
minds on very different things.

It does not mean we need not work to provide these things.
Paul is the best example of what Jesus means here. Paul labored
diligently to provide for necessary things, not only for himself
but for others also; and he commanded that if a man refused
work, he should not be given food.

But these daily things had no interest or importance to him
except as basic necessities that had to be taken care of. And
in his utter devotion to the work of God he says he was often
hungry, thirsty, ill-clothed, and sleepless.

*  * *

"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness."
This must be the center of all our interest and desire. This

is the pure and single eye, the body full of joy and light.
it if it

"Take therefore no thought for the morrow"
We know that reasonable plans must be made, especially

where other people's welfare and convenience are concerned.
We find Paul planning where he will go and whom he will meet.
But he manifests no concern about providing for his own future
support or welfare. The basic principles are clear, and the more
firmly we lay hold of them, the closer we are to life.

The future is entirely in God's hands.
He has guaranteed to take care of His children.
Today alone is our concern.
We must, today, use what He has given us in His work, hav

ing faith in Him to provide for the future. He guarantees care
in the future only if we properly use today.

it it it

"Judge not, that ye be not judged" (1:1).
Probably no command is more often broken than this. Much

of our conversation is judgment, criticism, or condemnation of
others.

This is an evil condition, and displeasing to God. We must
truly judge circumstances and conditions where our own con
duct is affected, or where fellowship is involved; but unless it is
necessary for us to judge others in order to know what we our
selves should do, we should very carefully refrain from forming
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any judgment of another, and especially we should not express
judgment.

This is a very important first principle of the Truth. The
warning is—

''With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged" {1:2),
Therefore, it is always wisdom to judge with mercy and kind

ness and compassion and fellow-feeling, wherever we must judge
at all.

When we indulge in the fiesh-satisfying practice of judging
and criticizing others, we are not only directly disobedient to
this command—^we are also manifesting that we do not have
the mind and spirit of Christ, and therefore are none of his.

*  * *

"Give not that which is holy unto dogs"(J:6),
This seems to be a counterbalance to the command not to

judge. It parallels another command elsewhere—
"Be wise as serpents, and harmless as doves."
We are not being harmless, but very harmful and fieshly,

when we talk about the faults of others.

But though we must view all with love and compassion and
sympathy, still we must use care in exposing the things of God
to the unholy and profane.

I believe the reference is more to the inner aspects of the
Truth, the intimate aspects of association and fellowship, rather
than to preaching the Truth. Paul's injunction to "Lay hands
suddenly on no man" would be parallel.

This is a fitting and balancing warning in conjunction with
the command to judge with compassion, lest out of misguided
love we make the mistake of being too lenient in guarding the
purity of the Truth. The Truth and the fellowship of the Spirit
are holy and sacred and must be jealously guarded from the
worldly and profane.

*  * *

"Ask, and it shall be given you."
This is certainly the most glorious of the commands. Let us

note well that it is a command. We must believe it, and we must
ask.

We can never hide behind a plea of weakness or inability to
obey, for here we are commanded to ask for whatever strength
and wisdom we need, and God guarantees it (Mk. 11:24)—

"What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them." With that guarantee of
success, there can be no excuse for failure.
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"All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets" {1:12).

The "Golden Rule"—^best known and perhaps least obeyed
command of all. It has a pleasing, soothing sound, and many
pay it zealous lip-service, but how rarely it is practiced!

Note that Jesus says this command is "all the Law and the
Prophets"—^this is the whole spirit of the Old Testament, as well
as the New.

•k -k -k

"Enter ye in at the strait (that is, narrow) gate, for few there
be that find it"{fI:lS).

The Golden Rule has summed up the spirit of all the previ
ous commands, of all the Word of God. Now comes the urgent
exhortation to follow this heavenly way of wisdom, joy, and life
that he has outlined, though the vast majority are going the
opposite way.

The information that few will ever find the way of life, though
terribly saddening, is a tremendous revelation and emancipa
tion.

It completely frees us from what would otherwise be the
almost insurmountable barrier of finding ourselves going in
the opposite direction from all the learned and powerful—

"Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto 6a6es"(Matt. 11:25).

The Scriptures teach us that the majority, and especially the
wise and powerful, have always been wrong concerning the real
facts of life and eternity—^blind guides of the blind, leading their
pitiful victims only to the grave.
And thus the final command and urgent warning—
"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's cloth

ing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.
'Ye shall know them by their fruits" {l:lb-2G).
Here is a place where we must judge—not in condemnation,

but in self-protective discernment—care concerning being mis
led into association with such as have all the appearances of
zealous, harmless, hard-working sheep.
How are we to judge?—"By their fruits."
Now, many apparent "fruits" we may find the sheep and

wolves have in common—

"Have we not prophesied in thy Name?"
"And in thy Name done many wonderful works?"
We must search deeper to discern the wolves. We would

perhaps prefer not to face this issue, but to leave all judging to
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Christ. But here is the last and crowning command—"Beware
of false prophets"

It must be very urgent to be put as the closing warning. It
would not be faithful to ignore it. It must be a real danger.
We must endeavor, whatever the present cost in friendship

and association, to faithfully keep that which has been entrusted
to us, and which previous generations of faithful brethren have
preserved and defended. Where false teaching is tolerated, there
can be no true fellowship, though many may themselves not
follow the falsehood.

*  * *

Jesus closes with the two builders: one on the Rock, one on
Sand. The builders on the Rock are those very few who hear
these wonderful teachings of Christ and faithfully OBEY them,
even to the end.

The Lamentations of Jeremiah
By BRO. E.. F. HIGHAM, SR.

"It is better to go to the house of mourning than to the house of
feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living shall lay

it to his heart" (EcA. 7:2)
In the final chapter of the prophecy by Jeremiah is given a

resume of the destruction and captivity of the city of Jerusalem.
We are shown the removal of the royal line of David to a strange
land, to undergo imprisonment and humiliation. The city was
destroyed and the Temple plundered.

In order to set before posterity the justice and righteousness
of God in all His actions with His chosen people, Jeremiah is
moved to ask (Lam. 1:1)—
"How doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! How is

she become a widow! She that was great among the nations, and
princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary!"

The message gives abundant testimony to exhort, to warn
and to guide the servants of God concerning God's goodness and
severity. Paul told the Romans that these things were written
for our learning and instruction that we might have hope. He
had previously stated (Rom. 11:22)—

"Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue
in His goodness. Otherwise thou also shalt be cut off."

The position of Jeremiah was typical of all the righteous
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through the long ages of Gentile ascendancy. Paul further in
structs that though we are persecuted and "accounted as sheep
for the slaughter," we shall be conquerors through God's love—

"For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life... nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
... shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:38).

The lessons of Jeremiah's time apply to all. We ourselves are
the only ones who can separate us from God's love. Therefore
the preservation of this Lamentation is that we may be wise
while it is our day of opportunity.

In the days of David and Solomon God had promised to
bless Israel without measure if they were obedient unto His
commandments. He agreed to care for them and watch over
them through all their trials. All the other nations were to be
controlled according to God's purpose with Israel. They were to
be the head and not the tail.

But Israel left their first love, even the true love which God
had expressed for them. They sought out others upon which they
set their affections and trust. They patterned their fives after the
surrounding nations, appropriated their idols and forms of worship;
they despised God's prophets, and put His word behind their back.

Worldly ways may seem strong and tangible for the immedi
ate moment as contrasted with spiritual things and the power of
God. But the help of man is a vain thing in the day of adversity.
When Israel's calamity came (and it was directed by God) she
was destitute of assistance. Lam. 1:2—

"Among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her. Her friends
have dealt treacherously with her; they are become her enemies."

Turning to other nations in affinity and by making political
or expedient alliances was an open distrust in the power of God
to save in an evil day.

It began with Solomon making affinity with Pharaoh King
of Egypt, and marrying his daughter; and then proceeding to
surround his country in a similar manner with other supposedly
friendly nations; permitting the observance of pagan sacrifices
among the holy people of God. It was (as we read in 1 Kings 11)
Solomon multipl5dng unto himself—

"... many strange women—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites,
Zidonians and Hittites—of the nations concerning which the
Lord had said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in unto
them; surely they will turn away your heart after their gods."

This very thing came to pass when Solomon was old, for his
heart was not perfect before the Lord his God.
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God was Israel's husband. He was the One who had chosen

them as His bride. But they turned from Him and chose other
gods unto whom they offered their affections. Finally in the days
of Zedekiah the bride was sent into captivity; she was unworthy
of all the care and the everlasting love of a gracious and long
suffering husband. The Lamentations are a witness that it had
become necessary for the Creator to dissociate His blessings and
mercy from them. They had estranged themselves from His love.
A continuation of the forbearance of God would have justified
Israel's wickedness. God's final action was a vindication of His

eternal principles of righteousness and justice and illustrate, for
the sake of God's elect, the sureness of His Word (Lam. 1:6 7).

"From the daughter ofZion all her beauty is departed. Jerusa
lem remembered in the days of her affliction and of her miseries
all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old, when her
people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did help her: the
adversaries saw her, and mocked her Sabbaths."
We see the glory and splendor of Solomon's new found throne,

the wealth of his dominion, the magnificence of the temple and
palace. God had advised him that if he walked faithfully before
Him his throne and kingdom would be established forever.

But if perversity was found in him or his children, then Israel
should be driven out of their land, and the wonderful temple
(where God had agreed to place His name) would be cast out of
His sight, and Israel would become a proverb and byword among
all nations.

Israel's position in Divine favor was admired by all her sur
rounding neighbors, as the wealth of other lands was presented
in gifts to Israel. The king of TVre said, 1 Kgs. 5:7—

"Blessed be the Lord, which hath given unto David a wise son
over this great people."

While the queen of Sheba praised in these words (1 Kgs. 10:9)—
"Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set

thee on the throne of Israel. Because the Lord loved Israel forever,
therefore made He thee king, to do judgment and justice."

But alas for Israel, their worship was for the glories which they
saw and possessed. They did not see the hand of God behind it.

*  * *

The first chapter of Lamentations is Israel's cry because the
people unto whom she had looked, and who had admired her age
of glory, failed her in the time of need. Jerusalem had not looked
to God, their Rock and Fortress, therefore He abandoned them.

"Her adversaries are the chief" (Lam. 1:5).
Israel's position of preeminence during the days of David and
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Solomon was now turned about. Those nations such as Tyre and
Sheba and others—^who once came to view and marvel at the

glory and splendor conferred upon Solomon—now turned their
backs upon her. Israel was now the tail and not the head.

Solomon had marred the glorious type that his reign was in
tended to foreshadow of the Millennial reign of Christ. Therefore
God marred the pride of Israel. And that by the very people who
had admired her—

"The heathen entered into her sanctuary, whom Thou (God)
didst command that they should not enter into Thy congregation"
(Lam. 1:10).

"All that honored her despise her, because they have seen her
nakedness" (y. 8).
When Israel was beautifully clothed with the garments of

holiness God caused all nations to look unto her. But when her

glorious garments were removed and she exposed herself unto
the Gentiles, then they despised her; for of herself she was no
better than they. It was only in God's favor that she was glorious
and the object of admiration. Now she was only wretched and
miserable and poor and blind and naked.

Is it not so also in a spiritual sense? Peter tells us that if our
speech and manners are honest among the Gentiles, they will
glorify God by those things which they shall behold.

These things also speak to us of our own natural nakedness,
that we need the sin covering name of Jesus Christ and to clothe
ourselves with the garment of righteousness, rather than the
fleshly inventions of man.

Israel's punishment was sore, because their responsibility
was great. They had the revealed purpose of God, and had it
constantly drawn to their attention by prophet after prophet.
As they were warned (Amos 3:2)—

"You only have I known of all the families of the earth: THERE
FORE I will punish you for all your iniquities."

Let us not despise His merciful provision, nor ignore the
constant warnings and longsuffering of our Heavenly Father,
knowing that these blessings are designed to lead to repentance,
rather than presumption.

Whereas chapter one shows Israel's plight without natural
assistance, when God's wrath had come to the full, chapter two
impresses the fact that God had now withdrawn His sovereign
care and protection.

"How hath the Lord covered the daughter ofZion with a cloud
in His anger!" (Lorn. 2:1).

Divine leadership with Israel was evidenced in a cloud by day
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and a pillar of fire by night, which guided their steps through
a barren wilderness, a constant reminder of His presence and
protection. The language here seems borrowed from this type, as
the object of Israel's protection is now turned to their destruction.

As Russia in the time of the end comes as a cloud to cover

God's land (Eze. 38:16), so Babylon came against Jerusalem and
covered the land to the utter dismay of Israel.

The cloud in the wilderness would be a welcome relief from a

burning sun. But to apostate Israel it was as a consuming storm.
Therefore the anger of the Lord is justified in removing the evi
dences of His name from their midst. That protection which He
had constantly afforded through His angels was now gone.
An angel appeared to Joshua and instructed him that he

would be a guide unto the nation (Josh. 5:13 14)—
"There stood a man over against him with his sword drawn

in his hand He said, As captain of the host of the Lord am I
now come,"

But now—in the end of the kingdom—God turns to face
Israel's armies, with drawn sword in hand. Though they, like
Balaam, were unaware of the presence of the angel, the sword
was poised over the city and fell with vengeance.

"He hath drawn back His right hand from before the enemy .
.  . He hath bent His bow like an enemy. He stood with His right
hand as an adversary. He hath violently taken away His taber
nacle" (Loim. 2:3, 4, 6).
When a man seeks to follow the ways of the Lord He makes

even his enemies to be at peace with him. But when he willfully
disobeys there is no hope of mercy. Israel now stood in the same
position as Sodom and Gomorrah. Their iniquity had grown to
such an extent that the city could not be saved. The kings, priests
and prophets had taught rebellion against God and the people
loved to have it so. From the least of them to the greatest of them
there was no vestige of acceptability to God (Lam. 2:6)—

"The Lord... hath despised, in the indignation of His anger,
the king and the priest."

Those especially responsible members of His chosen race—
those to whom was entrusted the duty of shepherds—^were the
chief upon whom the indignation fell. Prophet, priest and king
alike bore their shame, for. Lam. 2:9—"The Law is no more."

They had reduced it to a hollow shell; the seeds of pagan
worship, sown by Solomon in the land, had borne their fruit of
gall and wormwood. Throughout the message of Jeremiah we
witness how God singled out the false prophets, the priests and
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the kings because they willfully rejected a clear warning.
But the responsibihty did not end there. God caused the sword

to fall upon all alike. The sword, the famine and the pestilence
of the siege entered every home, except those faithful few whom
God had assured should have their life for a prey. Those terrible
pronouncements of Moses made 850 years previously to Israel,
contained in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28, were now having
their primary fulfillment (Lam. 2:11, 19 20)—

"The children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of the
city. The young children faint for hunger in the top of every street.
Shall the women eat their fruit, children a span long?"

The time for mercy for the city had come to an end. Prayers
for the forbearance of God were now unavailing. Jeremiah had
been told not to pray for them.

Jeremiah had said, "My heart is broken." He had spent his
lifetime for what appeared to be a lost cause. But when analyzed
with the eye of faith it was just another stage in the purpose of
God in calling out and refining a people for His name. Though
the vision was sad, though the oil of joy was turned to a spirit of
heaviness, though the garments of praise had been exchanged
for sackcloth and ashes—^prayer still rises in all ages from the
lips of the servants of God for the remembrance of the eternal
promise (Lam. 2:19)—

"Arise, cry out in the night; in the beginning of the watches
pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord."

Or as Isaiah had previously declared (62:6 7)—
"I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which

shall never hold their peace day nor night. Keep not silence:
give Him no rest till He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth."

Then the scorner will not ask, "Is this the city that men call
the Perfection of Beauty, the Joy of the whole earth?" Then shall
all men seek unto her and the wealth of the Gentiles shall be

brought unto her, no more to be removed.
But that day has not yet arrived. It is still the time for the

watchmen to stand upon the walls of Jerusalem, those sure foun
dations of the Abrahamic covenant, and to cry out in the night.

But hope fills the hearts which have been broken by man's
failure to. appreciate the love and mercy of God. The long night
begins to give place to the rays of dawn. The resurrection of
natural Israel is taking place before our eyes.

Though a time of Jacob's trouble yet remains, when the Rus-
so-Assyrian power causes his thunderous clouds to cover the land,
he shall be saved out of it, when Israel sees that their arm of fiesh
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is broken, and they turn to God with their whole heart and mind.
Then shall they rejoice in their Law, executed by a divine

priesthood. Then shall the sacrifice of praise from the altars of
Israel be acceptable unto the Lord their God.

(To be continued, God willing)

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy
THE MAECH TO WAR

As we survey the media's reporting on current geopolitical
events in Europe, we are struck by the absence of even the
faintest suggestions of political stability or tranquility. There
no longer seems to be any trace of'Tmsiness as usual" typically
found in settled nations dealing with mundane administra
tive tasks and peacetime governance. Indeed, commentary
is all at the other end of the spectrum—there seems to be no
veiling of the fact that the blended Eurasian continent is on
a consistent track to a state of war. In Biblical terms, the sea
of nations is increasingly agitated by the black storm clouds
on the northern horizon (Isa. 57:20; Luke 21:25; Eze. 38:15;
Dan. 11:40).

Russia, in particular, has now upset the post-WWII military
sense of equilibrium to the point where countries around the
world are now actively planning for WWIII. The last world
war saw the rise of Germany and Japan as primary agitators
in their respective theaters of war; current developments
point to Russia and China as the new firebrands, with many
nearby smaller nations tinder-dry and ready to be lit for the
coming conflagration.

There is no doubt, looking as we do on political events
as objective non-participants, that what is happening in
the Western world is also designed by Deity to drive the
six millennium-long drama to its final conclusion. Between
BREXIT's tearing the fabric of the post-WW2 European peace
experiment, and the U.S. leadership's complete disruption of
the status quo of the last 25+ years, we are on the verge of
seeing major changes in the political heavens. Blessed as we
are with an understanding of the prophetic picture, we know
that Russia will advance rapidly to take up its position over
the many peoples of Ezekiel 38:3-6,15. We perceive this in the
language of Daniel 11:40—^^And at the time of the end shall the
king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall
come against him like a WHIRLWINDy with chariots, and with
horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the
countries, and shall overflow and pass over.*'

Before the whirlwind forms we see signs of the storm,
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with the accelerating winds kicking up the waves of the sea,
disrupting all sense of tranquility and (political) comfort.
Soon the old political edifices begin to sway and crack under
pressure, and the people turn a fearful eye to the skyline.

The wise seek shelter while they can.
Blessed as we are in understanding the sure word of proph

ecy, and knowing to what end events are leading, we can trust
that all things are in the hand of the Creator—'The LORD hath
his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are
the dust of his feef' (Nah. 1:3); remembering also, in moments
of disquiet—'^Thy MERCY, O Yahweh, is in the heavens; and
thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds'^ (Psa. 36:5).

Where we may enjoy peace in the face of coming troubles,
it is a different picture for the world, which cannot rest. While
we watch for Russia to move as a whirlwind, we see the U.S.
contemplating gridlock—

U.S. commanders are worried that if they had to head off a
conflict with Russia, the most powerful military in the world
could get stuck in a traffic jam.
Humvees could snarl behind plodding semis on narrow roads

as they made their way east across Europe. U.S. tanks could
crush rusting bridges too weak to hold their weight. Troops could
be held up by passport-checkers and stubborn railway companies.

Although many barriers would drop away if there were a dec
laration of war, the hazy period before a military engagement
would present a major problem. NATO has just a skeleton force
deployed to its member countries that share a border with Rus
sia. Backup forces would need to traverse hundreds of miles. And
the delays—a mixture of bureaucracy, bad planning and decaying
infrastructure—could enable Russia to seize NATO territory in
the Baltics while U.S. Army planners were still filling out the 17
forms needed to cross Germany and into Poland.

During at least one White House exercise that gamed out a
European war with Russia, the logistical stumbles contributed
to a NATO loss.

That possibility is tangible for troops who have gotten stuck
trying to move between training exercises in Europe—^like the
U.S. Army squadron that budgeted two weeks last year to get
their Stryker armored vehicles back by train to Germany from
the Black Sea nation of Georgia. It took four months, leaving
the troops sitting in Germany without their rides or weaponry,
said Lt. Col. Adam Lackey, the commander of the squadron.
"We have to be able to move as fast or faster than Russia in

order to be an effective deterrent," said Ben Hodges, the United
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State's Army's former top general in Europe.
"Transportation is a problem in a very practical way. But it's a

symptom of a bigger problem," Lute said. "We're now confronting
the image that we had for the last 25 years, of Europe whole, free
and at peace. It's not whole, it's not free, and it's not at peace."
In some cases, military planners in Moscow had a better

picture of bridges, roads and the weak points of the new NATO
territories—^because they used to be the Soviet Union's.
And whereas Russia has no challenge moving its troops inside

its own territory, a thicket of peacetime rules has complicated
military movements within Europe.
NATO leaders are just beginning to address the underlying

issues. They have worked with the European Union in the past
year to boost funding for infrastructure and reduce bureaucrat
ic roadblocks. They are expected to approve two new military
commands that ... would boost the number of people working
full-time to solve the problems, which even still will take years
to eliminate.

The vulnerability means that if Russian troops were massing
across the [Latvian] border, NATO would need to deploy—^fast.
A 2016 study from the Rand Corp. found that Russia could seize
the Latvian capital of Riga in 60 hours or less.

Inside [nearby] Lithuania's military headquarters, the need for
speed is on stark display. Packed rucksacks stand on top of the
closets in every office so that workers can mobilize immediately
if war breaks out.

"The Baltics could be the place where Russia tests all of NATO,"
said the officer who runs logistics for the Lithuanian Defense
Ministry. "If it fails, all of NATO fails."—Wash. Posty 6/18
FRANCE AND GERMANY TURN TO RUSSIA

The U.S. president's actions and words are having drastic
repercussions in Europe. Notice how the major continental
powers are now opening their doors to Russia based on the
current rhetoric—

The more U.S. President Donald Trump strains the alliances
that have sustained the post-Cold War order, the more indis
pensable Russian President Vladimir Putin seems to become.
Trump provided Putin an opportunity for rapprochement with

Europe by pulling out of the Iran nuclear deal, angering other
world powers.
"Russia is one of the main beneficiaries of Trump's decision on

Iran," said Cliff Kupchan, chairman of a New York-based research
firm. "Putin senses an opportunity to split the West!'

Macron and Chancellor Angela Merkel appear to be in lockstep
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on Russia. Macron told a French newspaper he wants "a strategic
and historic dialogue" with Putin to tie Russia to Europe, while
a senior German official said detente with Russia is now a core

policy objective.
Even as the European leaders remain at odds with Putin over

Ukraine, Syria and other issues, the Iran crisis is pushing them
closer together. At the same time, MerkeFs ties with Trump are
deteriorating, with the U.S. now threatening to punish German
companies involved in building a new pipeline for Russian gas
under the Baltic Sea.

"In spite of everything that Russia does, Merkel has an in
terest in keeping that dialogue open," said Josef Janning, of
the European Council on Foreign Relations. And the more the
trans-Atlantic relationship frays, the stronger her reaction will
be, he said.—Bloomberg, 5/18
RUSSIAAND CHINA

China has been collecting the wealth of the western world
for several decades, and it has been spending on war prepa
rations. Yet their current military production is only a token
of what it could be. With their gigantic manufacturing base,
developed through years of the western world handing pro
duction over to Chinese cheap labour, China could turn into
a immense military production complex very quickly. And we
see Russia all lined up to take advantage of it—

Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit China as Moscow

and Beijing boast of closer ties than ever before, despite relations
with Washington growing more tense for both nations.
Speaking at a conference in the Chinese capital dedicated to

relations with Moscow, a top Russian diplomat announced that
the two countries "are undergoing their best period in all of
history."
"The Russian-Chinese partnership serves as an island of sta

bility in the midst of a raging ocean," Igor Morgulov, a deputy of
Russia's foreign minister, [said].
Moscow has long tried to convey that its collapsing relationship

with the U.S. and its allies has not been very costly, thanks to
its improving ties with China.
"China, as you are well aware, has steadily established itself

in the role of the leading trade and economic partner of our
country," Morgulov said.—Newsweek, 5/29
RUSSIAN THREATS OVER POLAND

The Kremlin expressed concern over media reports that Poland
has requested a permanent U.S. military presence on its soil,
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saying NATO's expansion towards Russia's borders undermined
stability in Europe.
A government source in Poland confirmed to Reuters such a

proposal had been made.
Asked about the move, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov

said it was every country's sovereign right to take such decisions,
but that it would harm the overall atmosphere on the continent.
"When we see the gradual expansion of NATO military struc

tures towards our borders..., this of course in no way creates
security and stability on the continent," Peskov [said].
"On the contrary, these expansionist actions of course lead to

counter-action from the Russian side "—Reuters, 5/18
PUTIN WARNS OF WWIII

Beyond mere mutterings of "counter-action," Russia's
mindset seems to be increasingly focused on the possibility
of war with the West—

Vladimir Putin has accused the United States of violating
the nuclear balance and warned against a "Third World War"
during a television call-in show.
Responding to a worried viewer who asked if such a war would

occur, Mr. Putin called for negotiations in an attempt to return
to the strategic parity the United States and Soviet Union had
during the Cold War.

Quoting Albert Einstein's aphorism that "World War IV will
be fought with sticks and stones," he said the US exit from the
Soviet-era anti-ballistic missile treaty in 2002 had disrupted
the balance.

"The fear of mutually assured destruction has always re
strained and forced military powers to respect each other," he
said. "The exit of the United States from missile defence treaty
was an attempt to ruin this parity, but our efforts in the devel
opment of new weapons will preserve this parity."
In March, the Russian president announced an array of "in

vincible" new nuclear weapons including an underwater drone
and glider warhead that he claimed could overcome US missile
defences.—Telegraph, 6/18
BRITAIN PUSHED OUT OF EUROPEAN DEFENSE

While France and Germany lean to Russia, Britain, slowly
moving under the influence of the people's vote to pull away
from Europe, is actually being pushed from the other side by
EU leadership—which is a terrific development supportive of
continental Europe's quick capitulation to the Russian march—

Britain may have saved Europe from itself in two world wars
in the 20th century, but Brussels politicians effectively said the
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UK had no place in the future defence of the continent, and pre
pared to kick out key military staff.
EU chiefs told UK military staff that they will not have their

secondments to Brussels automatically renewed after Brexit—
effectively [rejecting] British overtures towards a collaborative
military and defence solution for Europe.—Express, 6/18
RUSSIA DOMINATING CASPIAN SEA (IRAN)

Meanwhile, over toward Iran (the Persia of Ezekiel 38),
Russia is slowly positioning itself to capture those territories—
As the five Caspian httoral states—^Russia, Kazakhstan, Turk

menistan, Azerbaijan and Iran—move toward an agreement on
the re-division of the Caspian Sea, Moscow has strengthened its
flotilla there in order to ensure that it will remain the dominant

power on that internal sea.
But now, in what must be a matter of concern to the other four

countries, Russia's Caspian Flotilla has dramatically increased
its ability to project power onto land as well,
Moscow may at some point attempt to use this capability to

suppress revolts on its own territory, or alternatively seek to
intimidate one or more of the other littoral states, especially
those willing to cooperate with outside powers, like Turkey and
the United States.

According to some estimates, 85% of the flotilla's vessels are
either new or modernized.

Moscow-based economist Aleksey Chichkin [wrote]—"It is
difficult to overrate the importance of the Russian littoral of the
Caspian Sea for the military-political security of the country."
The geography of the region, including both oil and natural gas

supplies on the seabed and pipeline projects bypassing Russia,
make it so. Over the last three years alone, the amount of oil
and gas bypassing Russia by these channels has increased by
"more than 15%," while the amount of such natural resources
flowing through Russian ports and littoral areas has gone up
"only 10%".

These economic threats [to Russia], the military economist
says, unfortunately are far less significant than military ones
that stand behind them. Since at least 1994, Chichkin suggests,
Washington has had a plan for putting US naval vessels into
the Caspian to counter Moscow's ability to project power and
to guarantee the flow of oil and gas from Central Asia via Azer
baijan to the West.

[Also,] "the appearance of a NATO base in Aktau [Kazakh
stan]," Chichkin says, "in essence is a direct threat to the security
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of the Russian Federation." He cites that "the drift of Kazakhstan

toward the US bears an anti-Russian character; at a minimum,
for us it is undesirable that any American ships, especially of a
military nature, should be in the waters of the Caspian."
Vadim Astafyev, the head of the press service for Russia's

Southern Military District, announced June 4 that Moscow is
going to add 32 more armored personnel carriers (and the soldiers
who might use them) to the Caspian Flotilla, nearly doubling
the landing capacity of that naval group. That would make per
manent the boost of 29 introduced temporarily in May for naval
exercises.

In an indication that Moscow views [their] landing craft as an
offensive weapon, the Northern Fleet announced training drills
with them near Norway.—Jamestown, 6/18
RUSSIAFREPARING TO DOMINATE BLACK SEA (UKRAINE/
TURKEY)

Simultaneously, Russia is leveraging its new presence in the
Black Sea area to increase it's dominance there. The Azov Sea

leads to the Black Sea, which allows for an attack on Turkey
from the North, while the Caspian Sea allows Russia to bring
land troops across to Turkey from the East—
The Russian navy has boosted its presence in the Sea of Azov to

approximately 40 ships, giving it the ability to control that body
of water and to strike virtually at will along Ukraine's coastline
there, Vadim Skibitsky, of the Ukrainian defense ministry, said.
A sudden Russian assault on Ukraine's Azov coast would

likely be a feint and an indication that Moscow actually intends
to launch a far larger, simultaneous attack on Ukraine along
another vector.

The last time Putin found himself in a similar position, he intro
duced forces into Ukraine and seized Crimea, And some analysts
argue he may now try do the same with the sea and land near
that Ukrainian peninsula in order to strengthen his hand.

Skibitsky conceded that Russia, as a result of its fleet buildup
in the Sea of Azov, has "almost completely taken under control all
sea routes used by civilian ships" going to and from the Ukrainian
ports of Berdyansk and Mariupol via the Kerch Strait.

—Jamestown, 6/18
It is quite remarkable how quickly things are developing

along expected lines. It is as Paul warns—the vast majority of
the earth's population will be caught unawares. The world cries
for peace and stability in the face of the looming storm. They
will not get it. Therefore we ought to take the more earnest
heed to Paul's words—^Por yourselves know perfectly that the
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day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night* For when they
shall say. Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape* But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief* Ye are all the children of
light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor
of darkness* Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us
watch and be sober^^ (1 Thess. 5:2-6).—T.D.C.

HAVE YOU READ: "Eureka I"
(Continued from page 254)

years, and along with journeys, lectures, travels, other writings,
sickness, war, hostility from his opponents, it is a marvel that
it was ever written, let alone published. Yet in God's purpose.
Eureka has seen the light of day; and what a treasure we
possess!
In his preface to the first volume, published in 1861 after four

years of labour, bro. Thomas made these remarks concerning
the understanding of the book of Revelation, and also clearly
stated that it is only for those who know God's purpose through
His Word—

"The Apocalypse has now been before the world, and
in the hands of 'the Servants of the Deity' for upwards of
seventeen hundred and sixty years. But though this re
markable prophecy has been so long extant, no scriptural,
logical, and consistent exposition of it has any existence
in the world."

"The Apocalypse is 'the things concerning the Kingdom of
the Deity and the name of Jesus Anointed,' with the times
and the seasons, symbolically and dramatically exhibited:
in other words, Hhe Mystery of the Deity as he hath declared
the glad tidings to his servants the prophets' (Ch. 10:7). This
Gospel must, therefore, be understood as an indispensable
prerequisite to the true and correct exposition of the book."
"I have chosen the word 'EUREKA* It is of the perfect

tense of the verb heurisho, and signifies I have found* If the
reader inquire of me. What?' I answer. An Exposition of
the Apocalypse in harmony with 'the things of the Kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus Anointed', which completes
the title."

In the original announcement of plans to publish Eureka I,
bro. Thomas alludes to the fact, in his prospectus, that the book
might not see the light of day. The only way for publication
would be by the brotherhood committing themselves to 500
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copies. Until this total was confirmed, bro. Thomas waited. Of
this he stated—

"Shall I put it on the shelf to be there until forgotten, or
shall it be printed and published for the enlightenment of
*the Servants of the Deity,' and their contemporaries? This
is a question to be settled by the servants themselves. As
one of them, I have written it; and shall have much to do
yet in conducting it through the press, and distributing it
when published; not to mention the hard speeches to be
endured by all who maintain the Truth in the midst of an
adulterous and perverse generation."
"Before they answer this inquiry, it will be necessary to

inform them, that the edition will cost about a thousand
dollars; and that to meet this expense, it will be indispens
able that five hundred copies be subscribed for before a
single type is set." (Herald, 1860)
Although bro. Thomas received orders for 250 copies, it was

not enough. After refusing a kind offer for a loan to make up
the difference (he did not know whether it could be paid back,
and not wanting to be in debt), he set out to tour the brethren
in Virginia to personally ask for their support "face to face". He
set out in good faith, labouring among the brethren through the
Word of Truth, until the full 500 copies were subscribed for.
In the Herald for Aug., 1860, bro. Thomas wrote—
"As soon as we have finished our tour of Virginia we shall

proceed without further delay to the work of publishing this
volume with all speed and compatibility through the press."
However, in the Herald for January, 1861, he wrote of a set

back in the printing of Eureka, under the title of "Disaster"—
"On Dec. 19, the seven-story building in Frankfort Street,

New York, where we have for several years past had our
printing executed, was reduced, in about an hour and a
half, to a pile of smoking ruins . . . Our loss is confined,
probably, to manuscript. The January Herald being nearly
all in type, was melted."
"About twenty pages of Eureka were melted, and the

manuscript of the pages burnt. Seventy-eight pages in
plates escaped destruction by being at the stereotypers.
The accident will occasion some delay; and impose upon
us inconvenience and additional trouble, which, however,
we hope to overcome by that firmness, perseverance, and
unshaken confidence in God and the goodness of our en
terprise which had sustained and energized us for more
than twenty years."— Dec. 24, 1860.
We could not read this last paragraph without being moved
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at the determination of bro. Thomas. We can certainly sense his
disappointment, but noting his firm, unshaken trust in God, he
had resolved, despite the difficulties, to rewrite the lost pages.
Recovering from the loss, yet still not sure how the enterprise

would go, bro. Thomas wrote further in Feb., 1861—
"The fire was a hindrance we did not reckon upon. We

trust no further disaster will anticipate us. In such times
as these, however, there is no calculating upon the perma
nency and stability of anything. If secession brings on civil
war, and consequent interruptions of the mail, the arrival
of Eureka at its destination may yet be delayed."
But finally, after almost four years of tribulation and concern,

it was announced that "this day is published Eureka". The
date was March, 16, 1861.
In this first volume, bro. Thomas opened his marvellous ex

position with a "new translation of the first five chapters of the
Apocalypse." Under Chapter One, which was broken into five
sections, he considered: "The Source from which the Apocalypse
Emanated; Its Purpose; The Symbolization of the Mystery of God
liness; The Manner of the Coming of the Spirit Man Proclaimed;
Symbolic Vision of the Man, and The Mystery of the Seven Stars
and Lightstands, Revealed." Each section contains an in-depth
discussion of its subject mentioned by the Spirit through John
on the isle of Patmos.

The Second Chapter referred to the "Epistles to the Four An-
gel-Stars of the Ecclesias in Ephesus, Smjrrna, Pergamos, and
Thyatira."
The Third Chapter concluded Volume One with a consideration

of the remaining messages, entitled: "Epistles to the Three An-
gel-Stars of the Ecclesias in Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea."
In his concluding remarks of this volume he asked the ques

tion: 'Who then will hearken to what the Spirit saith to the
churches?"

All those who have studied Eureka will have been moved

by the depth of his understanding of the Holy Oracles of God.
What about our perception? If any want to know more about the
Scriptures, let them faithfully examine with the eye of faith these
sections. Who cannot be overwhelmed by bro. Thomas' discussion
on the 'Apocalypse rooted in the prophets,' 'God Manifestation,'
'the Man of the One,' and each powerful 'Message to the Seven
Ecclesias,' among the many subjects he considered in this first
volume. There is much to learn.

To impress us further with the value of Eureka and to present
a challenge, bro. Thomas, after printing his prospectus, stated—
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"And now, having read this prospectus, let the reader per
use the first four chapters of the Revelation, and then ask
himself whether he understands it? And if not, whether that
book would not be to him above all price which would put
him in possession of its true intent? I doubt not but EUREKA
will accomplish this; therefore we say, subscribe; for 'blessed
is he that understands, and they who give heed to the words
of the prophecy, and observe narrowly the things which have
been written in it, for the time is near'* (Rev. 1:3)."
So overwhelming was the response of those who received

the book, that many brethren wrote in deep appreciation of its
message.

Bro. Roberts wrote later—for one am indebted to 'Eureka'for

my understanding of this most difficult part of the testimony of
God. Before reading that exposition, I only understood snatches
of it. Now, I am thankful to be able to follow it in its entirety."
It has now been 157 years since Eureka I has been printed.

That it has as much force today as then, is self-evident. Sev
eral generations of faithful brethren and sisters have read its
pages, and have been aided and enriched in the knowledge of
the Scriptures. Let us continue in the same way by studying
and digesting its message, and we will certainly be blessed for
our efforts. Great benefit can be gained by slowly meditating on
each chapter, taking the time to make notes in our Bibles, and
discussing with those of like precious faith the great truths to
be found in its pages. Check and compare each thought with the
Scriptures, just as bro. Thomas did. By doing so, we will confirm
his words, and will, through a deeper reading and understanding
of the Scriptures, be strengthened in our most Holy Faith. For
those who have studied Eureka, continue to use it as a basic
reference for all questions that might come up; for those who
have not yet read Eureka, open its pages and experience the
beauty of his exposition, Bro. Thomas' writings should never be
left on the bookshelf.

We can do no better, in our encouragement to READ and RE
READ Eureka, than to quote the last paragraph of bro. Thomas'
preface—
"In conclusion, then, we recommend this volume to the

candid attention of the reader, in hope that it may aid him
in the comprehension of a subject "at once so important,
so difficult, and so controverted." "Blessed is he that knows
accurately, and they who give heed to the words of the
prophecy, and observe narrowly the things which have been
written in it; for the time is near" (Rev. 1:3).—K.D.C.
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One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 288)
as to cause us to see the whole plan and purpose of God. This is why we
must follow it daiiy. By it we will come to know what the Father requires
of us; and in obedience, work out our salvation with trembling and fear.
The reading of the Word in reverence and with the desire to SEARCH, will
guide us to that end).

*  * *

ONCE again ietters concerning the Christadelphian contribution to Palestine
were exchanged between bro. Roberts and Mr. Oliphant. Some thoughts
expressed in these ietters are very interesting and although lengthy, we feel
they are well worth repeating. Mr. Oliphant's letter to bro. Roberts (in part)—
I am in receipt of your letter of May 7, and am sorry that your
subscribers may possibly feel disappointed in my having failed
to acquire the tract for which I was in negotiation at Shefr Amr
.  . . but there will still remain a tract of 150 acres belonging
to the subscribers, upon which there will be four families who
will owe their establishment on it to them. Two of these are
Russian, one is from Safed, and one I have selected is from
Roumania. This land, although it belongs to your subscribers,
will be part of the colony of Janna, or, as it is called by the
colonists, Rosh Pina—'the Head of the corner,' an expression
used in the verse, "The stone which the builders rejected, the
same is become the head of the corner."
Rosh Pina is situated about 7 miles due north of Capernaum.
I have also been applied to by 20 young men in an almost des
titute condition, all Roumanian Jews, who came out with the
Summarin Colony, and having been serving as servants, merely
for their board and lodging. The Summarin Colonists to whom
I distributed part of the clothing you so kindly sent, received
it at the express understanding that the very poorest among
them were to be first supplied, but I have since found that, on
the ground that these young men were not original subscribers,
they confined the gifts of clothing to those among the original
subscribers who were the most destitute. If therefore you would
kindly send the box of clothing you still have, I will distribute
what is needed among those poor, half-clad young men. PS. I
can quite understand that, having discarded clerical theology,
which I have also done, you should feel a special interest, in
which I share, for the Jews. L. Oliphant

Bro. Roberts' answer to Mr. Oliphant—
I have in due course received your last 3 communications—
highly esteemed; and, in compliance with the last, I have
today despatched to Liverpool, for shipment to Haifa . .. the
fourth box of clothing for the Jewish colonists in Palestine.
With reference to the change of purchase from Shefr Amr to
Janna, you express some fear of disappointment on the part
of the contributors. You may entirely dismiss apprehension
on this score in connection with anything you do in Palestine.
The contributors are more than satisfied to have their con
tributions spent on Jews in the Holy Land in any way that
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seems good to a gentleman so interested in them as we are.
Their interest in the subject is not that of mere sentiment.
Holding on to what they conceive to be good grounds that
Christ rose from the dead, they accept his endorsement of
the prophetic writings as conclusive of their divinity. They
consequently cannot refuse credence to the predictions
(abounding in all of them) of Jewish restoration; or be blind
to their prophetico-chronological indications that the time
for that occurrence is the age of the world which we have
reached. For nearly 40 years they have, as a community, on
definite premises, looked for a partial and naturally-effected
return as the appointed prelude to the personal re-appearance
of Christ, to not only re-establish the throne of David (under
what is scripturally styled 'a new covenant'), but on the basis
of that institution to assume the government of all nations.
Entertaining such expectations, they cannot but rejoice at a
movement, however small, which looks so decidedly in the an
ticipated direction, as that with which your name is identified;
and nothing could possibly be more gratifying to them than to
be allowed to take part in it in any shape or form.
Your avowed renunciation is extremely interesting. We can
scarcely hope that it runs on the same lines as our own. We hold
by the Bible, though breaking with the clergy, and entertain
hope of another life through Christ, though repudiating the
notion of a constitutional immortality. R. Roberts

(We may never have given much thought to the personal sacrifice of many
of these Jews who had settled in Palestine. Their lot was not an easy one
and as indicated above, destitution abounded on every hand. Yet, regardless
of this, the Jews perservered, enduring hardships that we know nothing
of to establish themselves in their own land and to seek deliverance from

their enemies. Although starting with almost nothing, except the hope of a
promised haven, they have developed the land with their own blood, guided
step by step by the hand of God, until Israel is the powerful nation that it
is today. However, the Jews today do not recognize the power behind their
accomplishments, but one day they will realize it to their own sorrow. God
has a purpose with them, and with their sudden humiliation at the invasion
of Russia in the Middle East, they will acknowledge the Son of God, their
Messiah, whom they had crucified, when he and the saints deliver them
from their latter day oppressors).

*  * *

ALONG with his other duties, bro. Roberts began editing a small weekly pa
per styled The Ecclesial Visitor. Helping him on the project were 3 brethren,
Ashcroft, Chamberlin, and Shuttleworth. Although we personally know little
of its contents, we can gather from letters received by bro. Roberts that it
contained items on the 'Commandments,' 'Thoughts on the daily readings
for the week,' with some articles running in serial form; as well as matters
dealing with 'Birmingham affairs'.

*  * *

UNDER his continuing section entitled The Jews and the Holy Land, bro.
Roberts quotes extensively from a Jewish newspaper called the Jewish
Chronicle. His purpose was to illustrate different developments in the
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continuing Paiestine coionization movement. One interesting quote from
the Chronicie iaments the increase in missionary efforts in Palestine by
various churches—The relations of the missionaries towards the Jews of

Jerusalem are beginning to assume serious importance. A number of poor
Jews have lately been attracted to Palestine by the hope of engaging in
agricultural work. Disappointed in obtaining help from their brethren for this
purpose, they have fallen an easy prey to the snare of the conversionists
who, with their usual fertiity of resource, have stepped forward and offered
just the assistance these poor people have required. With this statement
the author then speaks of the need to stop these missionary influences and
'deliver the Jews from the hands of the missionaries.' To this bro. Roberts

responds in an interesting manner-

It comes to this, Mr. Editor of the Jewish Chronicle, that by two
agencies instead of one, the preliminary return of Israel to their
land is being helped. The Jews come as Jews, to work as Jews,
with the help of Jews, and where the Jews, pure and simple, fail
in their duty to the arriving colonists, the 'Christian' missionaries
take them in hand. Whether by conversionists or Judaists, Israel
is returning, and "therein we do rejoice, yea and will rejoice."

*  * *

DIFFERENT Bible Lectures-

"The Gospel's True Mission"
"The Keys of Hell and of Death"
"The Future Emperor of the World"
"The Three Baptisms—Fire, Water and Spirit: their Connection
with Salvation"

"The Rich Man and Lazarus"

"The Binding of Satan for 1,000 Years"
"Dissolution of Human Governments"

"The Messianic Prophecies"
"The Covenants Made with Abraham and David, and Their
Near Fulfilment"

July Answers—"Who Was"
1. David 21. Stephen
2. Abraham 22. Moses

3. Joseph 23. Candace
4. James and John 24. Dorcas
5. Luke 25. Cornelius

6. Moses 26. Mary
7. Daniel 27. Timotheus

8, Boaz 28. Lydia
9. Samuel 29. Crispus

10. Saul 30. Mnason
11. David 31. Publius
12. Ruth 32. Phebe

13. Elijah 33. Priscilla and Aquila
14. Gehazi 34. Gains
15. Jehu 35. Julius

16. Hiram 36. Nathanael
17. John the Baptist 37. Nicodemus
18. Pilate 38. Lazarus
19. Joanna 39. John
20. Gamaliel 40. Andrew
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago
The Christadelphian, August, 1883

BRO. Roberts indicated in the Notes section of the Christadelphian that
a brother had reduced the Bible Companion to one sheet for insertion in
Bibles. On this we find written—

Bro. Smith, of Edinburgh, has reduced the Bible Companion
by the process of photo-lithography, to a convenient size (in one
sheet), for insertion in Bibles, large or small. The photograph
Bible Companion is found by many too small and dim; and the
ordinary pamphlet Companion some find inconvenient to carry
about. The new one will doubtless be found an improvement.

(The Bible Companion is obviously one of the most vital tools that we
have, for it takes us systematically through the Scriptures in such a way

(Continued on page 285)

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Way"

1.... turned every W
2. Keep W of,.. of life
3. Buried her in W of. ..
4. .. . not out by the W
5. W of an ... in the air
6. And he said, Go thy W ...
7. ... is the W which leadeth to life
8. Is not My way...
9. Shall young man ... his W
10. Learn not W of the ...
11.1 hate every . .. W
12. This their W is their. . .
13.1 go the W of all the . . .
14. Good and .. . W
15. Much . .. because of the W
16. All... had corrupted His W
17. Nor standeth in W of...
18. As for God His W His...

21. .. . W wherein they should walk
22. In wilderness, in ... W
23 Spread their ... in the W
24. Commit thy W unto the ...
25. This is the W ... ye in it
26. Lead me in the W .. .
27. W into . .. of aU
28. No small... about that W
29. W of Truth shall be ... spoken of
30. More perfect... of that W
31. They have gone in W of...
32. Stir up minds by W of...
33. W of... of the East
34. Go thy W, he is a chosen ...
35. Occasion to fall in ... W
36.1 am the W, the ...
37. ... up some other W
38. Make ... the W of the Lord

19 ... . are beyond thee, go thy W 39. After the W which they call
20. Behave myself... in a perfect W 40. Go your W and tell ...
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Ephrath Heathen Right Wisely
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