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Ecclesial News 

CANTON, Ohio – Sunday School, Sunday 10:00 AM; Breaking of Bread, 

Sunday 10:50 AM; Bible Class Tuesday 5:30 PM; at Exploration Gateway at 
Sippo Lake Park, bro. Beryl Snyder, 4095 Prosway Ave. S.W. The, Massillon, 
Ohio, 44646 

“Peace be to the brethren and love with faith.” 

Truly we are living in amazing times. Contemplation of the events 

currently happening on the Earth, which have been proclaimed by the 

prophets, surely brings to the mind, the power of the God of Heaven. It is 

wonderful to know that there is an all-powerful, self existent, God in 

control of His limitless universe. In knowing that He most assuredly rules 

in the kingdom of men (Daniel 5:21). As the world angrily and fearfully 

watches the unfolding of God's plan, we who have knowledge of the word 

of God have incalculable peace of mind knowing events are unfolding 

exactly as planned. But if, in the last few years, there have been doubts in 

the minds of brethren on account of Russia's seeming change of policy 

after the Regan presidency, we presume that all doubts have disappeared in 

view of recent events in Syria and the middle east. 

Since our last letter we have had several visitors around the table, bro. 

John & sis. Mary Phillips, bro. Ricky & sis. Julie Hurst, bro. Jim & sis. 

Kathy Sommerville, sis. Liz Male. We offer thanks to bro Jim Rankin, bro 

John Phillips, and bro. Jim Sommerville for ministering to our spiritual 

needs.  

It is the writer's belief that the return of Christ will take place before the 

King of the North comes down. Therefore, it is not necessary to expect this 

invasion as a sign. However, it is intensely interesting to see how Russia is 

now being prepared to “come like a storm” (Ezekiel 38:9). Jesus referred 

to the last times as similar to those of Noah's day (Matthew 24:37). “And 

GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

(Genesis 6:5). When we look at the world with the instructed eye (Psalm 

32:8), we too can see that the wickedness of man is great in the earth. “He 

which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20) 

Bro. Beryl Snyder, Recorder 
 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 

(To be held Yahweh Willing) 
GOLDTHWAITE GATHERING..................................................Nov 27-29, 2015 

Bro. Len Naglieri, 2575 Highway 3381, Comanche, TX 76442, lnaglieri@gmail.com 
KENYA FRATERNAL GATHERING.........................................Dec 10-13, 2015 

Bro. Bob Bent, eyeglassman39@yahoo.com. Epa Wekati, ewekati@gmail.com  

mailto:ben.naglieri@gmail.com
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LAMPASAS YOUTH GATHERING…….….……………….…..Dec 26–27, 2015 
Bro. Mike Neely, PO Box 442, Burnett TX 78611,    254-290-5876 

HOUSTON FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…..…....… March 27–29, 2016 
Bro. Bob Lorquet, boblorquet@hotmail.com 

LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………..June 10–12, 2016 
Bro. Ricky Hurst, PO Box 1381, Goldthwaite TX 76844,    325-451-4075 

 

The BCAA 

The Berean Christadelphian Audio Archives, or BCAA for short, has made 
available a large selection of talks on MP3 online. The address is 
www.bcaudioarchives.blogspot.com. Please check this link often as we will be 
updating with new material as much as possible. The purpose of this site is to 
restore and make available lectures, exhortations, and study classes. Some of 
these talks are decades old and have seldom been heard.  

We are always looking for tapes, and if you have some talks that you would 
like to share, please email Bro. Craig Kiley (craigkiley@yahoo.com) and we will 
be happy to transfer the talks to MP3 format and post them. 

 

 

The Man That Hath Seen Affliction 1 
THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH 

“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold and see 
if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, wherewith the  

Lord hath afflicted me in the day of His fierce anger.” 

ALTHOUGH no author's name is attached to this book in the 
Hebrew, there has never been any reasonable doubt among Bible 
students concerning its authorship. Since the third century BC, the 
majority of translators and commentators have acknowledged Jeremiah 
as the author. 

Some today criticize the idea of a single author, others quote Lam. 
2:9; 4:17; 5:7 as proof that Jeremiah did not write the book; but 
evidence favors Jeremiah as the author. The Septuagint (LXX) Version 
of Lamentations begins— 

“And it came to pass after Israel had been led into captivity and 
Jerusalem had been laid waste, Jeremiah sat weeping, and he lamented 
with this lamentation over Jerusalem, and he said …” 

This has every appearance of being a translation from Hebrew, and 
apparently stood at the head of the text used by the translator. It is 
followed in the Syriac, Old Latin, and Vulgate. The Targum similarly 
ascribes the book to Jeremiah. 

mailto:boblorquet@hotmail.com
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Jeremiah's dungeon experience (37:15; 38:6-13) fits in well with 
Lam. 3:52-57. 

Many analogies can he drawn between the prophecies of Jeremiah 
and Lamentations. Jeremiah spoke of the sins of the people and their 
coming desolation and tribulation due to their iniquities. He spoke of 
the fall of the city, Jerusalem. He also spoke of a coming restoration 
and glory. 

In Lamentations we read an eyewitness account of the fulfillment of 
Jeremiah's prophecies of judgment from God, and we see within the 
book, as in Jeremiah, a bright future for those who trust, obey, and fear 
the Lord. 

The intense grief of the writer is seen throughout the book. These 
expressions of grief and tribulation fix the date of the book's writing as 
shortly after the captivity of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar, 587-586 BC. 

Most of the book appears to be in the past tense. In Lam. 4:22 it can 
be clearly seen that Jerusalem was already fallen— 

“The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of 
Zion; He will no more carry thee away into captivity.” 

It will be well to briefly examine the times just preceding the 
captivity of Judah. 

JEREMIAH: HIS LIFE AND TIMES 

Jeremiah's life is one of the loneliest and saddest in Scripture. His 
personal experiences were bitter; the message of disaster he had to 
proclaim was depressing and unwelcome: and the times in which he 
lived were of unparalleled calamity. 

His efforts were foredoomed to failure. It was a lost cause from the 
very beginning. 

He was everywhere hated and misunderstood. While intensely 
loving and grieving for his countrymen and his nation, he was despised 
and persecuted as an enemy and a traitor. 

Jeremiah was born in the closing years of the long, evil reign of 
Manasseh, around 650 BC. This king's wicked reign sealed the doom of 
the kingdom of Judah, and it brought to an end God's much-tried 
longsuffering and patience (Jer. 15:4-6)— 

“I  will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth 
because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for all that 
which he did in Jerusalem  ... I am weary with repenting.” 

Jeremiah begins his ministry in the reign of the good king Josiah. It 
was a bright interlude of righteousness—but it did not last. Josiah 
began to reign when he was 8 at 16 he dedicated himself to serve God, 
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and when he was 20 he set about to purge Judah from all her 
wickedness and idolatry. 

Jeremiah began his ministry in the next year—the 13
th
 of Josiah's 

reign. Jeremiah would be about the same age as Josiah—about 20. It is 
truly a touching picture of these two young men—king and prophet—
laboring to turn the nation to righteousness as the smoldering judg-
ments of God hovered over the land, just as two young men—a prophet 
and king, John and Jesus—did in the days of the nation's final 
judgment. 

It is notable that Jeremiah
'
s ministry began just 40 years before the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the burning of the Temple by the 
Babylonians, as recorded in the Lamentations. We remember that Jesus 
began his ministry just 40 years before the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the burning of the Temple by the Romans. In each case we see a period 
of final probation given to the city. 

Jeremiah's mission was to witness for God against apostate and 
worldly Judah. But his work was not only as a witness of 
condemnation; it had a far more glorious purpose. It was to encourage 
and strengthen the scattered, faithful remnant—of his own day and of 
all the ages since. 

And in our present sad time of present crisis for the Truth, and 

imminent judgment, its message of comfort has great and 

sustaining power. 

When the terrible judgments came, it would appear that God had 
completely rejected Israel, and that all hope was gone. But the lonely 
prophet with his message of eventual glory was a symbol that God was 
still concerned with them although they had been unfaithful, and his 
prophecies gave comforting assurance that those who held fast would 
never be forgotten, and that, though these dreadful evils should come, 
the latter end would be blessing and peace. 

The name Jeremiah has become in the world proverbial for a 
pessimist. But we know Jeremiah better than this. The world hates 
those who call attention to its wickedness and folly, and who raise their 
voice to warn of the judgments that will come upon it. But the duty of 
the watchmen is clear, whether in Jeremiah's day or ours (Isa. 58:10)— 

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show My 
people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” 

Jeremiah found he could not hold back: he must speak as God 
commanded (20:9)— 
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“Then said I, I will not make mention of Him, nor speak any more in 
His Name. 

“But His Word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my 
bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.” 

The Jews of Jeremiah's day are typical of human nature in every 
age. They recognized that he was sent by God, yet they still blindly 
hated him for his faithful testimony, and resented his forebodings of 
judgment. 

Jeremiah's day marked the beginning of the great image of 

Nebuchadnezzar—the kingdom of men. Our day marks the end of 

that great image. 

He prophesied during the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, 
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. This was the transition period from Jewish 
times to Gentile times. 

We are living in the close of the 7 times (2520 years) of Gentile 
times. We are witnessing the times of the cessation of the rule of the 
mind of man in opposition to the will of God. 

When the zealous young men Josiah and Jeremiah set out together 
to bring Judah back to God, the picture looked very promising; the 
Temple which Manasseh had profaned and neglected was restored, and 
at the same time the Book of the Law was discovered and its contents 
revealed to Josiah. Very likely Josiah read of the evils which Moses 
had promised would come upon the Jews if they neglected God. 

He sent to inquire of God what he might do to avert this terrible 

.judgment. God's answer was that it was too late. The calamities were 
on the way, and could not be turned aside. But because Josiah was 
faithful and God-fearing, they would not come in his day. 

And while he lived Josiah did indeed God's will, so that— 

“All his days the children of Israel departed not from following the 
Lord” 

As a result of what he read in the book, Josiah kept a last great 
Passover feast in Jerusalem. The Passover was serene and peaceful. It 
commemorated God's blessings upon His children, and deliverance 
from slavery. 

But God's blessings and forbearance were to cease, and Judah was 
to be delivered into slavery again. God had taken the yoke of Egypt 
from Israel's shoulders, and was about to replace it with the Babylonian 
yoke of iron because of their disobedience  (Lam. 1:14). Though for a 
time there was a great show of piety on the part of the people, they 
failed to be transformed by God's Word. 
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Thirteen years after this great Passover, Josiah met his death at the 

hands of the Pharaoh of Egypt. God's Word on this matter was that the 

righteous Josiah had been taken away from the evil to come—a very 

sobering warning, had the Jews listened. 

It is recorded that Jeremiah lamented for Josiah. Well he might. For 

he, above all others would realize that with Josiah's death the last 

curtain fell on the happiness and well-being of Judah. The nation now 

had 23 appointed years of existence left—and they were to be a terrible 

23 years. 

The most prominent part of Jeremiah's ministry now begins. He 

seems to have enjoyed an easy enough life up till now, but now he finds 

himself at increasing variance with the nation and its rulers as they 

head for destruction. 

The people made Jehoahaz, Josiah's son, king—but he lasted only 

three months. The king of Egypt took him prisoner and set up his 

brother Jehoiakim in his stead. 

Jehoiakim reigned 11 years, and Jeremiah had much to do with this 

ungodly, hateful man. In the first year of his reign, Jeremiah was 

commanded to stand in the temple court and proclaim to all the people 

that came there, that (unless they put away their wickedness) God 

would make the Temple a desolation and the city a curse to all nations 

of the earth (19:12,6)— 

“I will make this city as Tophet (byword, contempt) … the Valley of 

Slaughter.” 

The fifth year of Jehoiakim was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar, 

and a very significant year. Again Jeremiah stood before his 

countrymen— 

“From the 13
th
 year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even 

unto this day, that is, the 23
rd

 year (of Jeremiah's preaching), the word 

of the Lord hath come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising 

early and speaking: but ye have not hearkened” (25:3). 

Judah now has eighteen years remaining.  

At this time Jeremiah understood that the captivity in Babylon was 

to last 70 years, to fulfill the "sabbaths" which Judah had profaned. 

Also Jeremiah is now commanded to write these things in a book, 

and his faithful aid Baruch writes his words in a book and delivers them 

to Jehoiakim. When a few sentences were read, the enraged king seized 

the book, cut it with a knife, and cast it into the fire. 
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The same was to be done with the children of Judah themselves, as 

Ezekiel prophesied in chapter 5. 

They were so set in their wicked ways that Jeremiah records 

(36:24)— 

“Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king 

nor any of his servants that heard all these words.” 

This was the point at which the nation's doom was finally sealed. 

Each step of wickedness led them deeper and deeper into the pit. 

In this same year, far to the east, another event of immense 

importance was happening. Nebuchadnezzar was receiving his dream 

of the kingdom of men. God was to reject His nation Israel for a period 

of 7 times. Measuring 2520 from this time we come to the time 

(approx.) of 1917, the time when the Turkish desolator was driven out 

and the way prepared for the Jewish state to emerge. 

Because of his prophecy, Jeremiah was sought by Jehoiakim, but 

the "Lord hid him" (36:26). And Jeremiah wrote again, this time 

"adding many more words" to his book (36:32). For his insulting man-

ner, Jehoiakim received the judgment of God: his body was to be 

dragged out of the city, and cast into the garbage—"the burial of an 

ass." 

Now that this final written testimony of God has been nationally 

rejected, a new phase begins. Jeremiah is commanded to keep himself 

separate from this people, as a witness of their rejection. He is 

forbidden to join with them either in mourning or in feasting. 

He found himself in the same isolated position as the faithful find 

themselves in the world today. God often used the personal lives of the 

prophets in this way—as living examples and object lessons. 

Like Jeremiah, God's people today are required to manifest a 

striking difference in their lives from the surrounding world, so that 

they will be unmistakable beacon-lights of the Truth. The way may 

seem hard, but the believer must remember God's words of 

encouragement— 

“Be not afraid of their faces: I am with thee to deliver thee” (1:8). 

Jeremiah was told that the people would not hearken, but would 

simply intensify their anger and resentment against him. Finally, the 

time came when he was forbidden to pray for them (4:11-12)— 

“Then said the Lord unto me, Pray not for this people for their 

good. When they fast, I will not hear their cry.” 

It had now come to this! All opportunity for the nation has passed. 
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As a nation they were doomed. But there would always be the remnant 

drawn out, so Jeremiah continued to preach and warn. 

At this time Nebuchadnezzar had already made his first invasion of 

Israel, showing that Jeremiah's warnings were true—but still they failed 

to listen. Jehoiakim's reign was troubled throughout by plundering raids 

from the surrounding nations, as God slowly but surely reduced Judah 

to ashes. Jehoiakim died and his carcass was cast into the rubbish heap 

of Gehenna. 

Eleven years of misery had passed since Josiah, and more trouble 

was coming. 

Jehoiachin, Jehoiakim's son, reigned only three months, and was 

then carried to captivity in Babylon. But he still managed to leave 

behind a definite record: that he did evil in the sight of God. 

At last came Zedekiah, weak, cowardly, and evil—whom Ezekiel 

called a "profane, wicked prince." Zedekiah was not as bitter toward 

Jeremiah as Jehoiakim had been, but as disasters came upon Judah with 

increasing frequency, he came to hate Jeremiah. 

The better and more righteous of the people had been carried to 

Babylon, as was shown in the vision of the figs (ch. 24). The very good 

figs are those like Daniel whom God had caused to be taken to 

Babylon, to escape the final days of the city. If we are found watching 

we will escape the final days of judgment on this wicked age. 

Jeremiah sent a letter to the captives in Babylon (ch. 29), telling 

them to seek the peace of the city, and to wait patiently upon God, to 

pray to Him and trust in Him. His words here are certainly for our 

benefit, for we are in practically the same position in the world today—

"strangers and pilgrims," with "no continuing city." 

Jeremiah promises the captives that in 70 years there would be a 

reversal. God had not cast off His people forever. 

Seventy years after Nebuchadnezzar's first invasion the decree of 

Cyrus went forth, to bring the Jews back to the land. And seventy years 

after the destruction of the Temple, the Temple was again built up—not 

in its former glory, but it was rebuilt. This partial restoration was only 

typical of a much greater restoration, for which we now wait and pray. 

Jeremiah remained in the city, continuing to warn the wayward people. 

In Zedekiah's first year, the false prophet Hananiah arose—saying 

that within two years the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar would be broken. 

Jeremiah tells him that he will die within one year for lying. This 
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happens, and still the remaining people refused to repent. They 

knowingly reject God. 

We now come to the final years of the kingdom. Zedekiah has 

plotted with Egypt against Babylon, until Nebuchadnezzar has decided 

that the only solution was the complete destruction of Judah. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s army comes and besieges Jerusalem—the details of 

the suffering to be found in Lamentations. 

At this point Zedekiah sends to Jeremiah for counsel. God’s answer 

is harsh— 

 “Deceive not yourself: the Babylonians shall take this city and 

burn it with fire.” 

Jeremiah is then cast into a filthy dungeon (after being beaten), 

where he remained “many days.” We are now in the 9
th
 year of 

Zedekiah. The city has 18 months left. Again Zedekiah asks— 

“Is there any word from the Lord?” 

Again the answer comes— 

“Thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.” 

Jeremiah was released from the dungeon, but again the princes 

demand that he must die. He is lowered into a cistern, and left there to 

die. (He must be about 60 years old at this point.) Jeremiah is then 

rescued by Ebedmelech, Zedekiah’s servant; and he stays in the prison 

court for the remainder of the siege. Here, most likely, he witnesses 

the happenings of which he writes in Lamentations.  

The Babylonians entered the city, destroyed it and the Temple, and 

carried its appurtenances to Babylon. In Jeremiah's  day the Temple 

had become the symbol of lip-service and outward ceremony—and so 

it was destroyed. This should be a lesson for the believer. 

Jeremiah remained in Jerusalem. The few left in the land ask 

Jeremiah if they should go to Egypt. He pleads with them to remain 

in the land, as God has commanded. But they refuse to listen; and 

Jeremiah was taken with them back into the land of bondage, by force 

against his will. 

In Egypt Jeremiah records a few more prophecies, but his long 

labor has about come to an end. After these few words, we hear no 

more of Jeremiah.  We are not told how, when, or where he died. 

The people had rejected the admonitions of the Spirit-inspired 

prophet. The Kingdom of God on earth is rent. The glory had departed 

from Israel.  The long Gentile night had begun. 

(To be continued, God willing)                           —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
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Grow In Grace 

Although Peter does not stand out so prominently as Paul in the 
work of establishing the truth in the first century, yet there are features 
of his work which tower very high in relation to the work in general of 
taking out of the Gentiles a people for the name of the Lord. 

Let us remember:  

 That it was Peter who was the first of the apostles to be chosen 
by Jesus. 

 That it was Peter who so boldly avowed the Messiahship of 
Jesus.  

 That Peter was one of the three to view the transfiguration of 
Jesus. 

 That, although Peter weakened and denied the Lord three 
times, it was Peter to whom the Master turned after his resurrection and 
received from him a profession of love as strong and as frequently 
repeated as his denial. And, after each declaration on the part of Peter, 
the Master commanded him to ‘Feed his sheep’. 

After the Lord’s ascension we find Peter taking the leadership of the 
disciples and it is the voice of Peter we hear on the day of Pentecost as 
he addresses the people of Israel in such a forceful manner. 

Let us not forget that it was Peter through whom the word of life 
came to the Gentiles when he was sent to Cornelius to expound the way 
of salvation. If, then, we are what we profess to be, members of the 
flock of Jesus, we will give heed to what Peter has to say in his two 
epistles as he feeds the sheep of Jesus. 

From among the many important things said by Peter, we have 
listened this afternoon to our brethren as they enlarged on his 
exhortation to “Give diligence to make your calling and election sure” 
and to “be holy in all manner of communication.” 

Now we turn to Peter again as he sums up and concludes his second 
epistle with this earnest appeal to “Grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ. According to Young, the Greek word 
“charis” here translated grace, actually has the deeper and broader 
meaning of graciousness. Grace means favour while graciousness 
means an abundance of favour or mercy. The idea is well expressed by 
Paul in 2 Cor. 8:7 “Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and 
utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, 
see that ye abound in this grace also”, and again in Col.3:16 “let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
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admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” But graciousness, 
although a necessary characteristic of the brethren and sisters of Christ 
Jesus, is, alone, insufficient. Therefore Peter couples with it that which 
brings completeness to the life of the believer – “The knowledge of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Why does Peter combine these two? Is it not because one is useless 
without the other. Cornelius was a gracious man, who feared God and 
prayed always but it was necessary that he receive the knowledge of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. This combination united in him, placed 
Cornelius in a position that enabled him to grow in wisdom and 
understanding. 

The scriptural principle of first, that which is natural, second, that 
which is spiritual, brings to our minds the idea of natural growth. We 
look first at silent nature, and see two saplings planted in the soil of 
neighbouring fields. After the planting they look very much alike and 
we think of the future when they will become tall, graceful trees giving 
meat for the birds and shade for man and beast.  

Time passes on and we visit the place again. But we are surprised to 
see only one of the trees as we expected. The other is about half as high 
with many dead branches and fading leaves. What has happened? We 
ask, and learn that we planted and left the tree to grow as best it could. 
It was given no nourishment, no water found its way to the roots, the 
soil was not attended and because of the lack of these things it failed to 
develop and later we learned that it was cut down so that it would not 
cumber the ground. 

Looking towards the next field we see a majestic tree of great 
height, powerful branches and luxuriant foliage. We pause and ask 
again. In this case we learn that the owner gave the young tree water in 
abundance, he dug the earth surrounding the tree and nourished it with 
fertiliser. This constant attendance resulted in the tree that all could 
admire. 

So much for silent nature. Now let us look at man. We see two 
small children shortly after birth. They are both good to look upon and 
looking into the future we expect to see strong rugged frames 
supporting well developed muscular strength and ruddy countenances. 

But time passes and after many years we see them again. One is as 
we pictured but the other is dwarfed, stooped and deformed. In the 
former case we learn that as a child it was given the best of care and 
when manhood was reached the case continued with nourishing food 
and daily attention. 
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In the other case we behold the result of neglect, nourishment was 
sporadic, when manhood was reached carelessness was a constant 
feature, resulting in physical breakdown. 

So much for the natural, now let us look at that which is spiritual.  
We visit an ecclesia and have the pleasure of seeing two new members 
received into fellowship. They are young men and both very happy as a 
result of their immersion into the Name of Jesus. Their probation was 
just beginning. Some years later we visit the same ecclesia. The two 
brethren are still there. We converse with them. One exhibits, through 
his conversation, a glowing personality. We discover that the word of 
Christ dwells in him richly. It is evident that he watches daily at 
wisdom’s gates and waits at the posts of her doors. His delight is in the 
law of the Lord and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

We learn that he is a regular attendant at all meetings. He can be 
seen at the Breaking of Bread at the Eureka class and again at the 
public lectures. He never fails, except through sickness, to be at the 
Bible classes, the meetings of the arranging brethren and the ecclesial 
business meetings. We soon realise that he is doing all in his power to 
honour the name he bears. 

The other brother is there but his communication reveals a worldly 
report and he did not seem to be interested in anything in particular.  
We enquired about him and found that he was usually at the Breaking 
of Bread, but seldom came to the lectures.  He never attends the Eureka 
class and has seldom been seen at the Bible class. We were assured, 
however, that he was a very good man in his own way but had 
evidently lost his first love and his enthusiasm for ecclesial work. 

We talked with him again and found him quite friendly in a social 
way, but soon realised that he had failed to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our saviour Jesus Christ. 

As we thought on these things we were reminded of what one of our 
brethren recently said concerning the return of the Lord Jesus. “We will 
some day be face to face with Jesus and our reception will be in 
proportion to how we have assimilated him during the days of 
opportunity.” 

How many of us realise that important truth? How many of us 
realise the necessity of growth? Peter speaks of it in chapter 2 verse 2—
“as newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may 
grow thereby.” 

However, if we continue in the milk stage we cannot grow because 
Paul says—“For everyone that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 
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righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that 
are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil.” Heb.5:13-14. Therefore, as 
Jesus advanced in wisdom and in manliness and in form with God, so 
ought we to advance by speaking the truth in love and thereby grow up 
into him in all things which is the head, even Christ, in whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord. 

However, brethren and sisters, it is impossible for us to grow in the 
grace and in the knowledge of our saviour unless we make the 
acquaintance of that which will supply the nourishment to enable us to 
grow. 

The importance of knowledge of divine things cannot be over-
estimated. God has declared through his prophet Isaiah that his people 
had gone into captivity because they had no knowledge and through 
Hosea, that they were destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hos.4:6). 
Again, we have the familiar declaration through Isaiah that the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
(Isa.11:9). 

Do we want to live under such wonderful conditions? Of course we 
do. Jesus has said that we must strive (or agonise) to enter the Kingdom 
of God. Such indicates a great effort and I know of no better illustration 
than that given by Solomon in Proverbs 2:1-6, 

“My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments 
with thee; 

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 
understanding; Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
voice for understanding; 

If thou  seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid 
treasures; 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the 
knowledge of God. 

For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge 
and understanding.” 

Again, 

“Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from 
the words of my mouth. 

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall 
keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all 
thy getting get understanding.” Proverbs 4:4-7. 
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Let us not forget that axiom for it is possible to have our minds full 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God without understanding it. 

What shall we do then? 

Brethren and sisters, we must search for it and for that purpose we 
have the greatest helps outside of the Bible. If you want to grow in the 
knowledge of Jesus, then read Eureka. If you have a Eureka class in 
your ecclesia then by all means attend it. You will be amazed at the 
knowledge and understanding of Divine things that will gradually grow 
in your mind. 

If you want to grow in graciousness, then read some of the works of 
bro Roberts such as Nazareth Revisited. 

Let us develop a zeal of God, but in so doing let us be sure that it is 
according to knowledge because it is through knowledge that the just 
shall be delivered (Prov.11:9) and remember that in Israel god desired 
mercy, and not sacrifice and the knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings (Hab.6:6). 

If we are to attain unto a high standard of knowledge we must 
permit the enlightening influence of the Gospel to have first place in 
our lives. It must never be lost sight of, nor give place to any personal 
ambitions generated by self-esteem and a desire for primacy. 

It matters not, the extent of our knowledge and understanding of 
God’s word unless such wisdom is dominated by love. So declared 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:2.  At any time, under ordinary circumstances, 
we are apt to overlook this great truth.  Therefore, we must be on the 
alert continually as we grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
beloved Saviour. 

Watchfulness and introspection should be the keynote of the life of 
every believer. We must cross-examine ourselves by the 
commandments and precepts of the written word. 

Therefore, let us awake to the responsibility which rests upon us 
because of our belief and obedience of the gospel of salvation and build 
up a character that will be well-pleasing to our Heavenly Father. 

A character indicated by the spirit of humility and supported by 
courage and determination so that our ecclesia will prosper and be 
edified and built up in love and the fruits of the spirit will have free 
course among us and we will have joy and confidence in our work in 
the truth till we all attain to the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a full grown man (or woman) to the measure of the 
full stature of the anointed Jesus.                             Bro. George Gibson 
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Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 74 

ARE we as courageous and enterprising in spreading the truth as 

were our brethren in by-gone days? This thought is suggested by 

reading the unpleasant experiences of Dr. Thomas and others who 

laboured forty years ago. If we are equally faithful, how is it that we 

escape so much of the antagonism—the contumely and rough 

treatment—that these brethren had continually to encounter? Some say 

that the change is due to the world having become more liberal-

minded—more disposed to tolerate doctrines which half-a-century ago 

it would have resisted unto blood. There is perhaps a little in this 

explanation. A few tell us that it is owing to the nicer way in which we 

present the truth. There is fallacy here. May not the charge be largely 

due to a declension in our activity and outspokenness in setting forth 

the whole counsel of God? As a rule, the bitterness of the adversary is 

to be measured by the way in which we make our voices heard and 

understood. The world to-day is as far away from God and salvation as 

it was forty years ago. It may be more broad-minded, but it is still 

fatally astray. Its very liberal-mindedness is a heresy to be noted and 

condemned. Our duty is to make known the unpalatable fact of the 

world’s condition—a duty not fulfilled by whispering in the corner, but 

shouting from the house-top. The text for our discourses must be “Save 

yourselves from this untoward generation.” Let us show ourselves Dr. 

Thomas-like, though it involve much that is disagreeable and painful. If 

we cannot exhibit such courage, let us, at any rate, refrain from 

disheartening those who are striving so to do. 

Dr. Thomas is said by some to have been unnecessarily severe in 

his handling of his opponents—the clergy in particular. It is saddening 

to hear brethren talk in this strain. It is the result of not perceiving to 

the same extent as did the doctor, the terrible mischief wrought by false 

teachers. The doctor was a man of experience, and knew, far better than 

most of us know, the naughty little ways of religious worldlings, and 

the sad havoc they cause. He realised, and very keenly so, that men and 

women were everywhere perishing from lack of Bible truth, and that 

the great hindrance in the way of their receiving it, was the “reverends” 

of the Apostacy. In regard to the dissemination of the truth, which has 

achieved the greatest results, the clear, robust, sledge-hammer 

utterances of the doctor, or the feeble utterances of his smooth-speaking 

critics? Whose writings are the most refreshing and upbuilding, the 

doctor’s, or those whose writers try to be nice with everyone—

including the direst enemies of the truth? If we take God’s view of the 
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leaders and upholders of error, we shall not find fault with the doctor’s 

trenchant strictures on false teachers. Let us make no mistake. If, in 

these perilous times, the truth is to prosper in our hands, we shall have 

to exhibit the doctor’s qualities—fearlessness, outspokenness, 

clearness, conjoined with jealousy and love for the scriptures. 

Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander, the two American revivalists, are 

servants, not of the truth, but of the Apostacy. They preach fables in 

God’s name, and vilify those who dutifully call attention to the fact. 

Our work in relation to these so-called missioners is to counteract their 

teaching by a vigorous proclamation of the doctrines of the Bible. Such 

a faithful witnessing means (especially when the adversary is lively) 

contention and commotion. Paul’s activity in publishing the Word 

“turned the world upside down.” If our efforts to negative error, and 

spread a knowledge of the gospel, result in agitating our little corner of 

the world, let us not grieve but rejoice. Let us never let a love of 

quietness, or so-called respectability, deter us, when opportunity offers, 

from sowing the good seed of the kingdom, however dynamitic its 

effects may prove. In the truth’s operations, there is a time for 

belligerency—for “breaking down” as well as for “building up.” We 

must, however, be careful in our warfare to guard against the use of 

weapons that are carnal—abuse, discourtesy, misrepresentation, 

unjustifiable personality. We should endeavour to arrest and arouse 

without adopting a course unworthy of apostolic example. To guard 

ourselves against falling into merely carnal warfare, let us continually 

examine our motives. Let us see that our tongues and pens are animated 

by an unfeigned love, not of ourselves, but of God and our neighbours. 

The world needs a revival, but not one of the Torrey-Alexander 

type. It wants revivifying, not by the follies and fables of the apostacy, 

but by the everywhere-despised doctrines of the Bible—not by 

temporary excitement, but by a lasting and deep-rooted conviction in 

the word of God. For this revival, which will not come until Christ, the 

true revivalist, is here, we must patiently wait. What a farce is the 

Torrey-Alexander revival in the light of the one that is coming. Christ 

will need no newspaper notice or advertisement to make his mission a 

success. He will adopt no tricks or theatrical devices to charm the 

wicked. He will tell no ear-tickling anecdotes to create a following. Nor 

will he seek as a help the patronage of the clergy. On the contrary, he 

will sweep the clergy aside, and destroy their influence as a necessary 

step to the world’s enlightenment and reformation. Whilst Christ tarries 
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we must plod on, and do our best, never forgetting that it is by 

Christadelphian preaching that God is accomplishing the greatest work 

on earth—that of saving perishing men and women. Let us not be 

discouraged by present results—rather let the future outcome of our 

apparently feeble work brighten and buoy us up. Let us contemplate the 

pleasure we shall have in being introduced to some, however small the 

number, who, through our instrumentality, will have been made 

immortal! Was it not the contemplation of this that made Paul exclaim 

to those whom he had enlightened, “Ye are our glory and joy?” (1 

Thess. 2:19, 20)? 

Orthodox expositors are dangerous men. Their high-sounding 

pretensions, their learning, and above all, their great ignorance of God’s 

great purpose, make them so. They are not the media of saving truth, 

but of the “strong delusion.” They are adepts in making error look like 

truth—their ability in this respect is astounding. How many young 

ones—young in the Spirit’s teaching—have been distressed and 

deceived by these leaders of the apostacy. How often has an ecclesia 

been plunged into hurtful controversy through the pushing of a wrong 

notion culled from these questionable sources? In receiving information 

from orthodox works, brethren ought to be exceedingly cautious, and 

doubly so, in retailing it as food for the brethren. Popular expositors are 

the truth’s opponents. Where is there one that does not pervert and 

obscure the doctrines of the Bible by upholding mythological 

nonsense—to wit, a pagan deity, a pagan devil, pagan immaterial and 

immortal ghosts, pagan realms of eternal woe and bliss? This stamps 

popular expositors as the enemies of God, and grievous corruptors of 

His Word. Where is there one that can intelligently and scripturally 

define the Hope of Israel? Could not a Christadelphian Sunday School 

scholar enlighten the greatest among them in the way of salvation? Is it 

not correct to say that one of these little children could lift Professor 

Beet (who is so much in advance of his clerical colleagues) out of the 

mire in regard to the simple question of the nature and destiny of man? 

Dr. Thomas was not extravagant in language when he counselled the 

brethren to search the Scriptures, and eschew the divinity of the 

schools—eschew it as they would “the poison of asps mingled in 

golden goblets of sparkling wine.” 

The Papacy is an evidence of the divine inspiration of the writings 

of Paul, but still more so is it an evidence of the divine inspiration of 

the Apocalypse. Paul revealed many facts in connection with the 

Papacy (2 Thess. 2), but John in Patmos added marvellously to their 

number. Among the things which John foretold was the name which 
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this truth-corrupting system should bear—“Upon her forehead was a 

name written, Mystery, Babylon the Great.” Who can question the 

appropriateness, the accuracy, of this Apocalyptic description? 

Solemnly did the truth of this description impress itself upon the writer, 

as he stood with his sister-wife, one Sunday morning in the Madeleine, 

Paris, watching the celebration of a Pontifical Mass—an outrageous 

travesty of Christ’s simple ordinance of breaking of bread. In this 

dimly-lighted, imposing building (this “ecclesiastical bazaar,” as Dr. 

Thomas once styled it), reeking with the perfume of incense, and made 

more weird by hundreds of lighted candles, and a huge illumined 

Madonna and child, one was forced to think of Babylon, and the 

sorceries and enchantments of its pagan worship. Enthroned upon a 

richly upholstered chair sat the Pope’s representative, gorgeously robed 

in scarlet and gold. On his head was a fish-head pattern mitre, and on 

his finger a dazzling ring, and in his hand was the well-known pagan 

crozier. Satellites crowded around, superstitiously adoring, bowing, and 

kissing. These items, coupled with much cup-raising and Latin 

intoning, made this “church” a den, indeed, of mystery. Easy would it 

have been to imagine that the reproduction of some Babylonian temple 

scene was being witnessed. Gazing on the religious performance one 

thought of the gathering of Christ and the twelve at Jerusalem, of which 

the scene in the Madeleine was supposed to be a perpetuation—of the 

simple meeting in Brixton Hall—of John’s forecast of the present 

apostacy—and “marvelled with great astonishment.” With such a 

fulfilment of prophecy before one’s eyes, shall faith die? God forbid so 

great a wickedness. 

                                                           —Bro. A.T. Jannaway— 1905 

 

Principles of Righteousness — “Your Righteousness” 

For the above reasons we must therefore pause and consider the 

fundamental principles contained in Christ’s teachings of the inner‐man 

with respect to adultery (Matthew 5:27–32) and more broadly, how 

Christ wants his disciples to be motivated by “the righteousness that 

comes from God” in contrast with the righteousness of man (Matthew 

5:20). The Lord Jesus Christ’s law of the inner‐man with respect to 

adultery forms only one aspect of a broader interlocking theme 

encompassing six examples (Matthew 5: 21‐48) by which the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 5:20) is 

contrasted with what Paul, the great interpreter of his Master’s words 
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calls, “the righteousness which is of God by faith” (Philippians 3:9). 

This remarkable contrast, which forms such an important element of 

Christ’s introductory teaching, is played out until the very end between 

those who “trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 

treated others with contempt” and he whom they mocked, “trusted in 

God”, and “saved others but cannot save himself” (Luke 18:9; Matthew 

26:42–43). Christ’s teaching and example established a great gulf 

between false shepherds who were ravenous wolves, and the good 

Shepherd; between healthy trees that bear good fruit, and diseased trees 

that bore bad fruit; between those who do the will of the Father and 

those who the Lord declares “I never knew you”; between those who 

“hear and do his words” and those who “hear and do them not” 

(Matthew 7:15–27). To correctly understand Christ’s teachings with 

respect to divorce and remarriage, we must see how it forms a part of 

his broader doctrine, and in searching out the matter, we must 

accompany the Lord in his ministry to behold Yahweh’s “true 

religion”. 

Man’s religion has a tendency either towards a Judaistic spirit or a 

belief that “God’s grace is all sufficient for salvation”. This tendency 

can be present in the body of Christ, as is illustrated by the Lord’s 

warning to the seven ecclesias (Revelations 2&3). The Judaistic spirit is 

illustrated with the first of the seven, and the “Grace is all sufficient” 

by the last of Christ’s seven messages. Both are particularly applicable 

to the Christadelphian body of this age before the thief like Advent of 

the Lord. 

The Laodiceans had a confidence but not a true faith, for what 

Christ describes as the Laodicean spiritual condition is the antithesis of 

faithfulness. True faithfulness is the substance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things unseen, as illustrated by that woman who knew she 

was “wretched, pitiable and poor”, who said in herself “if I only touch 

his garment, I will be made whole.”  

But the Laodiceans thought they were whole! (Matthew 9:22; 

Revelations 3:17). True faith encourages the hopelessly blind to be able 

to respond to Christ’s gracious, faith‐inspiring offer of healing, “do you 

believe that I am able to do this?” The answer is emphatically “yes!” 

But it did not enter the mind of the Laodiceans that they were blind 

(Matthew 9:28–29; Revelations 3:17). Despite their wretchedness, love 

will draw the disciple to Christ to wash his feet (Luke 7:38) by 

responding to the needs of even the least of his little ones (Matthew 

25:40). Though such a faith is convinced that any mountain blocking 
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the disciples’ path to the kingdom (1 Corinthians 13:2) can be removed, 

Christ only deems as “the righteous” (Matthew 25:37; Luke 7:50) 

those who demonstrated that they understood “if I have not love, I am 

nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3). The woman of Luke 7:37‐50, in faith 

and love, washed the feet of the “Amen” or true “faithfulness” 

(Revelations 3:14; Isaiah 65:16). This love was the first thing to decline 

in those seven ecclesias and in its place there arose a harsh Judaistic 

spirit that was manifested in their treatment of others (Luke 18:9; 

1John 2:7–11). 

The problem with the ecclesia in Ephesus was that they had relaxed 

their first love; the cause is implied in the opening title used by the 

Lord who “walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks”. The 

spirit of Christ was no longer seen in them that they might be 

constituted the ecclesia of the “living deity”. If as a “witnessing” 

community we are to burn brightly, then the light exhibited must be a 

reflection of “the glory of the only begotten of the Father full of grace 

and truth” and makes plain that Christ is in us individually and as an 

ecclesia. The warning for us is that although Ephesus was an apparently 

vigorous, strong ecclesia opposed to error, and would not “bear with 

those who are evil”; they in fact did not exhibit the characteristics and 

very purpose of a lampstand! If they did not change, Christ, whose 

teaching they so vigorously defended, would come and remove their 

light stand! (Revelation 2:1–5). The spirit word and its power were not 

causing them to grow in love. They were industrious in defending the 

truth, but the truth was not working in them individually or ecclesially 

to reflect (i.e. make alive as a witness) “the glory of the only son full of 

grace and truth” ESV. They had forgotten and consequently fallen 

from their first love. They had abandoned that love which was 

evidenced by works that characterise their thankful appreciation of 

Christ’s sacrifice (Ephesians 2:12– 13). For that reason the Lord 

exhorts them to do the first works (Revelation 2:6); works which 

reflected Paul’s exhortation—“speaking the truth in love, we are to 

grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from 

whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 

which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 

body grow so that it builds itself up in love”(Ephesians 4:15–16). 

“Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes 

and the Pharisees you shall in no case enter the kingdom of heaven” 

(Matthew 5:20) 



                                                                                                      Berean 2015—382 

 

 

The book of Deuteronomy is Moses’s inspired explanation of the 

law, to that which the law was designed to lead, even to the 

righteousness of faith. Israel however, “being ignorant of the 

righteousness  that comes from God and seeking to establish their own, 

they did not submit to God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the 

law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Romans 10:3–4). 

Paul could therefore say that God made Christ “our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1Corinthians 1:30). 

In Deuteronomy 6: 20–25 a father teaches his son the meaning of the 

law, humbly describing that it was not by his wisdom or any man’s 

wisdom, nor by his might or any man’s might that he or Israel was 

delivered from the power of sin; that Yahweh had given 

commandments that we might fear Him for our good; that He will keep 

us to the coming of His kingdom and that “it will be righteousness for 

us if we are careful to do all this commandment”. This section of 

Deuteronomy 6 illustrates the righteousness that exceeds the 

righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees—humble thankfulness 

for what Yahweh had done for a man who knew that there was nothing 

in him for which he could boast; except by the trials through which 

Yahweh had caused him to pass, he learnt about Yahweh “who 

practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth” and that 

in these things Yahweh delighted (Jeremiah 9:24). This knowledge 

transformed his life and filled him with a determination that as the 

heavenly Father is, so this humbled man, despite his sins, would be in 

the world. 

In Luke chapter 18:9–14 the Lord Jesus told a parable “to some who 

trusted in themselves that they were righteous and treated others 

with contempt”. It was a parable about two men who went up to 

worship, one a Pharisee and the other “a sinner” (verses 10 & 13). The 

Pharisee separated himself from this sinner and “standing by himself, 

prayed” for all to hear, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector”. By 

contrast the tax collector who stood afar off, conscious of his fellow 

worshipper’s righteousness, adopting the spirit of Deuteronomy 6 

prayed “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” This humble confession 

justified this man, and is the “righteousness” which the Lord said must 

“exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees” for entry into the kingdom of 

heaven (Matthew 5: 20). The righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees nullified the spirit of the law and negated the first and 

greatest command expressed in the context of Deuteronomy 6, 

because this type of thinking is incapable of loving Yahweh and 
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“thy neighbor as thyself” and therefore incapable of beholding “the 

glory of the only begotten of the Father full of grace and truth”. 

This digression I hope will help the reader appreciate that the Lord’s 

teaching on adultery of the heart (Matthew 5: 21–48) needs to be 

understood in its spiritual context and when taken as a whole, it is the 

way by which we might “enter the kingdom of heaven”. These general 

principles have a direct bearing on every aspect of the disciple’s 

relationship with their heavenly Father. The Lord Jesus Christ shows 

that true perfection of that relationship is governed by the nature of our 

inner self towards our fellow men and women. We can at this time only 

consider a few aspects of this most important part of our Lord’s 

teachings. 

 

Signs of the Time – China will now join Russia 

“Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he 
gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue 

Armageddon.” Rev. 16:15-16 
 

China has told Moscow that they will join in the bombing in Syria from 
their Aircraft Carrier 

Russia’s military intervention in Syria has expanded radically in two 

directions. DEBKAfile’s military and intelligence sources report that 

China sent word to Moscow Friday, Oct. 2, that J-15 fighter bombers 

would shortly join the Russian air campaign that was launched 

Wednesday, Sept. 30. Baghdad has moreover offered Moscow an air 

base for targeting the Islamic State now occupying large swathes of 

Iraqi territory. 

Russia’s military intervention in Syria has five additional 

participants: China, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Hezbollah. 

The J-15 warplanes will take off from the Chinese Liaoning-CV-

16 aircraft carrier, which reached Syrian shores on Sept. 

26 (as DEBKAfile exclusively reported at the time). This will be a 

landmark event for Beijing: its first military operation in the Middle 

East as well the carrier’s first taste of action in conditions of real 

combat. 

http://www.debka.com/article/24909
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Thursday night, China’s foreign minister Wang Yi, made this 

comment on the Syrian crisis at a UN Security Council session in New 

York: “The world cannot afford to stand by and look on with folded 

arms, but must also not arbitrarily interfere (in the crisis).” 

A no less significant development occurred at about the same time 

when Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, speaking to the US PBS 

News Hour, said he would welcome a deployment of Russian troops to 

Iraq to fight ISIS forces in his country too. As an added incentive, he 

noted that this would also give Moscow the chance to deal with the 

2,500 Chechen Muslims whom, he said, are fighting with ISIS in Iraq.   

DEBKAfile’s military sources add that Al-Abadi’s words came 

against the backdrop of two events closely related to Russia’s 

expanding role in the war arena: 

1.  A joint Russian-Iranian-Syrian-Iraqi war room has been working 

since last week out of the Iraqi Defense Ministry and military staff 

headquarters in Baghdad to coordinate the passage of Russian and 

Iranian airlifts to Syria and also Russian air raids. This command center 

is also organizing the transfer of Iranian and pro-Iranian Shiite forces 

into Syria. 

2.  Baghdad and Moscow have just concluded a deal for the Russian 

air force to start using the Al Taqaddum Air Base at Habbaniyah, 74 

km west of Baghdad, both as a way station for the Russian air corridor 

to Syria and as a launching-pad for bombing missions against ISIS 

forces and infrastructure in northern Iraq and northern Syria. 

Russia has thus gained a military enclave in Iraq, just as it has in 

Syria, where it has taken over a base outside Latakia on the western 

coast of Syria. At the same time, the Habbaniyah air base also serves 

US forces operating in Iraq, which number an estimated 5,000. 

DEBKAfile Reports 

Jerusalem Revisited 

     OLIVET HOUSE, JERUSALEM 

March 8th, 1912. 

DEAR BROTHER WALKER,—How shall I begin this letter? Shall 

I apologise for troubling you with it? Shall I follow the example of 

most travel-diarists, and say it is by reason of “the most urgent, if not 

peremptory, desires that I lay aside my wonted reserve to chronicle my 

Holy City experiences?” Or shall I, like some lecturers (bursting to 

speak on some favourite theme), say it is “by special request”? Or, like 
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some authors, assure the reader “it is impossible, in view of so many 

pleas, to withhold publication any longer”? 

No, I have no such reasons. “Open confession” is said to be “good 

for the soul,” so I frankly admit I want to write to you, and tell all about 

our visit here; and, candidly, I hope you will be equally pleased to hear 

from me. 

Well, here we are once again in dear old Jerusalem (my beloved 

wife and self); dear and old—I mean Jerusalem, not ourselves, for 

although we are dear to each other, we are by no means old; barely over 

50, with hearts but 20. Jerusalem, however, is both dear and old—dear 

on account of its divine selection, and scriptural associations; and old 

because it is not the New Jerusalem of the New Covenant. If I thought 

this letter would only be read by yourself there would be no need to 

explain how we come to be here; but, as possibly you may think what I 

write of interest to the readers of The Christadelphian, I shall mention 

some things already known to yourself, and will begin by saying what 

brought us here in the way of motive. 

You will remember how, when we visited Jerusalem 11 years ago, 

we were hampered in our survey by reason of being but units in a 

company of 50 or more, and had to fall in with the wishes of the 

majority (And what more reasonable when any principle is not 

involved? Would that ecclesial minorities always loyally recognised 

it!). You will also remember how, with those sentiments, I planned the 

following year a horse ride and camping tour through the length of the 

Holy Land, in which tour we again had the privilege and pleasure of 

your company. (Oh! how I do wish that those circumstances over 

which you have no control were absent, so that you might again have 

been with us! For one thing I should have been minus having to mind 

my “P’s and Q’s” in writing this sort of letter.) 

You will, too, not have forgotten how at the termination of that 

ever-to-be-remembered expedition we arrived at Jerusalem to find that, 

instead of a prolonged stay in the Holy City, we had to hurry off to 

Egypt to ensure the reserved cabins on the next homeward-bound 

vessel, so as to reach England by the time we had mapped out. The 

Egyptian boats from Syria to Egypt only sailing on Mondays means 

that you must either lose the connection and forfeit your reserved cabin 

or leave Jerusalem and waste several days in Egypt waiting for your 

boat. Ah! as brother Roberts so frequently used to say, “Things will be 

done differently by-and-bye,” especially when the royal court is 

established at Jerusalem by reason of its being “the city of the great 
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King.” No doubt express trains and boats almost hourly will be the 

order of the day. Thus we were “done out” of our anticipated quiet 

sojourn in Jerusalem, with the long-dreamt-of rambles up and down its 

streets, and round about its walls. 

Ever since then, and for those ten long years (during which the 

King has delayed his coming), you know how often we have talked of 

again visiting Zion “on our own,” as it were, and, in emulation of 

Nehemiah, “by night” and “by day” “survey” not only the “walls that 

are broken down” but all other parts of “the city.” This desire has been 

intensified by the news that, of late, Jewish colonies have greatly 

multiplied in the suburbs of Jerusalem, particularly in the North 

thereof. Each one of these little colonies is an evidence that when 

Ezekiel penned his prophecies, and in particular verses 8, 11, 12, 13, 

and 14 of chapter 38., he made no false claim in saying “Thus saith the 

Lord,” for here we are walking about the “unwalled villages,” talking 

with “the people brought forth out of the nations,” “that dwell safely,” 

although “without walls, and having neither bars nor gates.” 

But there, I am getting along a bit too fast, for having only been 

here a short time I must apply the brake, and let Jerusalem and its 

Jewish Colonies alone while I recite the news of our journey here. 

To begin at the beginning. Having made up my mind to come, the 

next question was—by what route? Almost every route has certain 

disadvantages, although whenever disadvantages are mentioned I 

always remember what you taught me when we first journeyed to the 

Holy Land together, namely, that “with every disadvantage there is a 

corresponding advantage.” So it was with me simply a matter of 

finding out the route with the biggest advantage and the least 

disadvantage. 

First I decided on the French “Massageries” route, but, upon 

discovering that would separate us on board, and could not let us have a 

two-berth cabin, I cancelled the booking, and was not sorry, for I 

remembered, and no doubt you will remember, how awkward the meals 

were by that route. Being a French company they naturally cater for 

French tastes; hence, a heavy meal of several courses at 10 a.m., and 

the next “square” meal, but more courses, at about 7 p.m., and a bottle 

of wine at each. (Oh, that wine! the sort of decoction a “teetotaller” 

would prescribe for “the other man!”) Fancy that sort of feeding for one 

whose principles won’t let him eat between meals. 

My next arrangement was with a firm of Tourist Agents, to whom I 

paid a deposit. An explanatory invoice, however, revealed the fact that 

they reserved the right to send us home on an alternative boat, or make 
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us wait! I got my money back. I then secured an excellent two-berth 

cabin to Egypt on a North German Lloyd boat, with calls at Sicily and 

Tunis en route; mapped out a new programme, as you know, for I sent 

you a copy. But that was all upset by the miserable Italiano-Turkey 

war, for the steamship company had to withdraw the entire “Sicily-

Tunis-Egypt” service; and away went my berth, and back came my 

deposit. 

But the fourth survived! Yes, and only just. At the last moment it 

looked very much like having to indefinitely postpone the tour and stop 

at home, or being landed in Egypt with no Syrian vessels running. Just 

two or three days before departure the placards of the London papers 

had in big type: “BOLD MOVE OF THE ITALIANS—BOMBARDMENT OF 

BEYROUT.” You know how that sounded—and how ominous of trouble 

for the neighbouring port of Jaffa! Some of our dearest friends in South 

London had gloomy forebodings as to what was going to happen. And 

their unfounded impressions that I was too venturesome in going to the 

Holy Land under existing conditions were not allayed on the eve of our 

departure by our beloved “special lecturer,” brother Garside, who, in 

the course of his discourse on the troubled state of affairs in the East, 

said it was generally admitted that the best advice to those about to visit 

the Holy Land was to “buy a good revolver, insure one’s life for a good 

round sum, and leave the policy at home.” (As one of his audience I 

tried to catch his eye when he said that, but he wouldn’t look my way!) 

Of course, he was only speaking what men of the world would do, not a 

brother of Jerusalem’s future King, so I didn’t adopt the advice; but I 

did, in order to avoid complications, and to be prepared for either the 

Turk or the Italian coming out “on top,” get my British passport 

“visaed” by both the Ottoman and Italian authorities. The Ottoman visa 

is on one side of the passport, and the Italian on the other. So really, I 

am what some people would call “between the devil and the deep sea.” 

Well, till Christ, the earth’s rightful owner, takes possession, I am quite 

content to be “between,” with Great Britain the grantor of the passport. 

You remember that is what we decided in North Syria ten years ago, 

when we were compelled to decide upon some flag to travel and camp 

under. 

I have been highly blessed in all my arrangements for this Holy 

Land tour. “Trumps have turned up” everywhere. (No, I never play 

cards. True Christadelphians should shun such as a maiden in white 

avoids tar!) I have but one regret in leaving our ecclesia just now, 

which is the extra labour there will be thrown on my three co-workers, 

brethren Bonds, W. White, and my brother Arthur, by reason of our 
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other president, J. M. Evans, being laid by with appendicitis. Thank 

God the operation has been successful. We had a delightful “send-off” 

from London. The presence of my brother Arthur and brother Boulton 

further evidenced that the hardest workers always find time to do most. 

The thoughtful sisters included my brother’s wife and her four 

affectionate girls, and they made us more happy. With the aid of 

Messrs. T. Cook and Son I secured a most comfortable cabin on one of 

the big Indian liners, which we boarded at Marseilles, and from which 

we were disembarked at Port Said. There, after a day or so, we took an 

Austrian Lloyd boat to Jaffa, where we found things pretty much the 

same as when you were with us 10 and 11 years ago. To begin with, 

there was the stereotyped “landing” to be gone through; and what that 

means, you know. Who doesn’t that has once “disembarked” there? I 

have read dozens of “Travels” to the Holy Land, but I have yet to meet 

the writer who hasn’t something to say on “the landing at Jaffa.” 

The reefs, or jutting rocks, are still in possession of the foreshore, 

where there ought to be a harbour worthy of Palestine’s capital city and 

principal port. There can be but one explanation why not. That 

explanation has been frequently suggested. The Turk will neither build 

a proper harbour himself nor allow any other power to do so, for the 

same reason that Parliament will not allow the Dover-Calais channel 

scheme to be carried out; namely, it would provide such an easy way 

for invasion. At present, landing at Jaffa conjures up in my mind the 

same nauseous feelings as does the mention of a Newhaven-Dieppe 

journey. Possibly some who read this letter will sympathise with me. I 

believe you once experienced mal-de-mer. But I must not say more 

under that heading, for I remember when you invaded my cabin, and 

confessed to “the feeling.” You said, “Tell it not in Gath, publish it not 

in Askelon”! 

This Jaffa is really the sea door of the “Holy Land” (Zech. 2:12); 

“The Lord’s Land” (Hos. 9:3); “The Land of the Hebrews” (Gen. 

40:15); and, “The Land of Promise” (Heb. 9:9). Its oldest name is “The 

Land of Canaan” (Gen. 11:31). Palestine it is never termed in the Bible, 

for that title only belongs to the Southern Coast towards Egypt (Exod. 

14:14; Isa. 14:29). 

This little bit of land—only about 170 miles long, and not 70 miles 

wide—what a history! Let me start with what I have called its “port”—

Jaffa. Giving the goby to the fabulous nonsense about Andromeda and 

Perseus, we will note the more interesting facts of Jaffa (under the 

name of Japho), being included in the “portion of Dan,” when, under 

Divine guidance, Joshua apportioned the land (Josh 19:46); of the 

cedars of Lebanon sent by Hiram, King of Tyre, for the Temple of the 
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Lord erected by Solomon, being landed here on “floats” (2 Chron. 

2:16); as well as later on, for a similar purpose, when Zerubbabel and 

his brethren were busy erecting the second Temple (Ezra. 3:7). 

In booking our cabin on board a ship from Egypt to Jaffa to save 

the trouble of bargaining with the boatmen that surround the ship when 

it anchors off the coast (for, as you know, the ship can’t get near the 

landing stage by reason of the rocks) I bought two tickets, one set for 

landing, and the other for embarking, and I couldn’t help thinking of 

Jonah when “he went down to Joppa, and finding a ship going to 

Tarshish, he paid the fare thereof” (Jonah 1:3). Poor Jonah! I have 

good reason to sympathise with him off Joppa, although perhaps for a 

different reason. 

By the way, do you remember the last time we left Jaffa? What a 

wretched boat it was that took us to Egypt! It was a Khedivial coaster. 

Certainly it was in keeping with its country, of which Ezekiel predicted 

“it shall be a base kingdom. It shall be the basest of kingdoms” (Ezek. 

29:14, 15). At any rate, its boat was one of the basest of boats. Fancy a 

state cabin lighted in this 20th century with a colza oil lamp! and 

infested with cockroaches and isopods! But there, “every disadvantage 

has a corresponding advantage,” and so in this case, for it made us 

appreciate the comfortable three-berth cabin in the big liner that 

brought us to Jaffa this time. It was an Austrian-Lloyd vessel and far 

more up-to-date. I had to pay half the third berth to make sure of the 

cabin being reserved for ourselves. 

Jaffa would be all right if it was only as nice and as beautiful inside 

as it looks from the sea outside. Its appearance from the boat-side is 

charming. In that respect it vies with Naples or Constantinople. But, 

beautiful or ugly, Jaffa has its matchless attractions for Bible lovers. It 

was here that the pioneer of the Sisters’ Sewing Classes lived! and 

died! and lived again! (Acts 9.). It may be all moonshine that the house 

pointed out to us was ever associated with Dorcas, but I am certain 

were our Birmingham and London sisters to visit Jaffa they would, like 

us, have a good look at the reputed building. And the same with the 

“house of Simon the Tanner,” which you will remember, we invaded, 

inside and out, in 1901, when, by reason of the bubonic plague in 

Egypt, we were delayed at Jaffa while the vessel which was to have 

called for us proceeded to Beyrout for medical inspection, lest it might 

contaminate Jaffa! We had a read of Acts 9, just to refreshen our 

memories about the Jaffa incidents. Simon’s house or not (and on that 

matter Dean Stanley was more credulous than the writer), there is the 

(or rather a) tanner’s vat, there is the outside stairway leading to the flat 
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roof, or “house top,” so frequently mentioned in the Scriptures (Isa. 

15:3: 22:1; Jer. 48:38; Zeph. 1:5; Matt. 10:27; Luke 12:3). In this case, 

the absence of any “battlement” clearly proves the builder was not a 

good Jew (Deut. 22:8), and did not fear “bringing blood upon his 

house.” 

But, to my mind, the most interesting item in the history of Jaffa is 

what is recorded in Acts 10; for it is there we Gentiles “come in.” Till 

then, even a man like Cornelius, “a devout man,” “One that feared 

God,” “Who gave much alms to the people,” “Who prayed to God 

alway”—yes, even he was “an alien from the commonwealth of Israel,” 

“a stranger from the covenants of promise,” “having no hope.” A Jew 

like Peter could not but regard him as “unclean” from God’s 

standpoint. Even though Cornelius may have been “a proselyte,” Peter 

would not, could not, fellowship him except by divine mandate. To use 

the words of our revered brother, Dr. Thomas, “Cornelius was not in a 

saved state,” and yet God heard his prayers. And why? Because he was 

not only “a devout man,” but a seeker after truth. True, he was at best 

but “an outer court worshipper,” which, as brother Roberts says, is the 

position of the “devout stranger” to-day. And as in Jaffa then, so in 

Birmingham, and London, and in many other places now, God takes 

notice of the Cornelius type. His ears and eyes are not closed to “their 

works” or “their cries.” He will send a Peter to a Cornelius in A.D. 

1912, as He did in A.D. 37. We have been promoted to the Peter-type, 

and it is our work to encourage and help the Cornelius type. Let us be 

faithful in this matter. Let us follow brother Roberts’ example. One of 

his last letters to an interested stranger (Hebrew—the same as 

“proselyte”) contained this encouraging advice, “Therefore, though not 

yet in the fulness of the light that the Gospel calls us to, as one fully 

convinced as you say, that popular belief is unscriptural, do not fear to 

pray on, that God may reveal the matter more fully to you. It is not 

possible that God should be angry with such a prayer.” 

On the boat from Egypt to Jaffa, at dinner, I got into conversation 

with a young Jew, a Cambridge professor of archæology, who is 

spending a few months in Egypt and the Holy Land, and is paying a 

third visit to Jerusalem and the vicinity to examine the latest 

excavations at Beth-shemesh and Gezer, so we have arranged to do 

them together. He has also given me letters of introduction to the 

colonies at Petha Tigwa, Abraham’s vineyard (where the soap is made), 

and to the School of Archæology, Jerusalem, and some others 

addressed to authorities that I have no doubt will prove very useful to 

me. By-and-bye we got on to the prophets, Ezekiel in particular, and he 

with his Hebrew Bible and I with my English one, sat discussing from 
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7.30 till 1.30. Oh, our conversation was soul-stirring. I do pray it may 

not be without spiritual benefit to him. To my mind he is quite a young 

Nicodemus. I will reserve the narration of some of the more interesting 

points of our talk for my next letter, and will submit a few of his 

questions for you to deal with separately. Sister Jannaway was fast 

asleep when I “turned in.” Up again at 6 to behold a most beautiful 

sunrise over the Holy Land coast. But I must draw this letter to a close 

here as we have now reached Jaffa in the notes that I have been 

penning. Whether I elaborate what other notes I have made, and shall 

make, depends upon what you do with this. If they appear in The 

Christadelphian I will try and write more in a similar strain. If not, I 

will simply confine my notes to “changes” that have taken place since 

you and I trod the streets of Jerusalem 10 years ago.—With much love, 

I remain, your fellow-pilgrim,  —Bro. FRANK G. JANNAWAY 1912 

 

Scripture quotes and Bro. Roberts’ Comments No. 5 

Scripture quote: — 

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 

man.”—1 Corinthians 10: 13. 

Bro. Roberts said, “At the worst, we are only fellow-sufferers with 

the common stock of which we form a part. As the brethren of Christ 

looking for his appearing, and striving to qualify ourselves for that 

event by the self-denial of all ungodliness and worldly lusts, we are not 

worse off than those whose portion is in this life, and to whom the great 

and precious promises of God are as the mere froth of fanaticism.” 

(Taken from “Judgment and Salvation” “Seasons of Comfort” 

Volume 1, page 399.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel.”—Romans 9: 6 

Bro. Roberts said, “Jesus did not recognise the Abrahamic relations 

of those Jews who rejected him, though he admitted their lineal 

extraction. He denied they were Abraham’s children in the full and 

effective sense, because they were destitute of the character of 

Abraham. 

(Taken from “The Hope of Israel” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1, 

page 402.) 
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Scripture quote: — 

“So fight I, not as one that beateth the air.”—1 Corinthians 9: 26. 

Bro. Roberts said, “One that beats the air is a man who goes through 

the performance of fighting but hits nothing; it is not a real fight, but a 

sham fight. The man attitudinises beautifully but nothing is done… We 

must fight a real fight. Do not let us pose merely. Do not let us go 

through the attitudes and beat the air. Do not let us profess the name 

and attend the meetings, and all the while in private life ‘walk as other 

Gentiles walk’.” 

(Taken from “The Hope of Israel” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1, 

page 406.) 

Scripture quote: — 

“I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace, which is able 

to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which 

are sanctified.”—Acts 20: 32. 

Bro. Roberts said, “The advice remains good to this day. The 

diligent, sympathetic daily reading and studying of the oracles of the 

living God, with prayer to Him who slumbers not nor sleeps, will 

fortify a man for successful conflict with all the enemies he has to 

encounter on the road to eternal life; while the neglect of them will 

certainly ensure his failure, however gifted he may be as a natural man, 

or however successful in the objects of life which the common run of 

men set before their eyes.” 

(Taken from “The Hope of Israel” “Seasons of Comfort” Volume 1, 

page 407.) 

6. “I am about to vomit thee out of my Mouth.” 

What was to be done with a generation of such apostates from the 
faith and hope of the gospel? Were the gifts of the Spirit to be 
continued with them, by which they had been as in the mouth of the 
Spirit speaking to the world for the conversion of sinners; and for the 
building themselves up in the knowledge of the Son of the Deity? 
Should the light of the Spirit still burn in the lampstand, and be 
regarded with indifference or as useless, to so rich and prosperous a 
community of christians, as they esteemed themselves? The sun may 
shine, but the blind do not see him; so anointing spirit which taught 
them all things (1 Jno. 2:27) was in their lampstand, but they were so 
deluded by traditions that they could not discern it. Even as it is now. 
The Bible which teacheth all things necessary for wisdom and salvation 
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is in all “the churches,” and read from the pulpits; but so perverted is 
the public mind by clerical theology, that when the truth is read, the 
people cannot discern its import. The Angel of the ecclesia of 
Laodiceans was emphatically “the wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and 
naked one.” They were in spirit, as was Balaam, who strove to 
prophesy against Israel for the wages of unrighteousness which he 
loved. They had been baptized or immersed, “into the Name of the 
Holy Spirit,” and had received the gifts of the Spirit; but the first 
generation of the Angel-Presbytery had diminished; and men speaking 
perverse things to draw disciples after themelves had got in among 
them as “successors,” and by their teaching had created a 
lukewarmness towards the things of the name and faith of the Anointed 
Jesus. They had therefore become as the incompatible ingesta of an 
irritable and nauseated stomach. This was their relation to the Spirit in 
whom they were for the time. If they had been cold they would have 
been refreshing; for “as the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a 
faithful messenger (or angel) to them that send him; for he refresheth 
the soul of his masters”—Prov. 25:13. “Would,” saith the Spirit, “that 
thou wert cold!” for them, as it was a harvest time, the Father and the 
Son would have been refreshed in beholding their faithfulness. But they 
were not cold, in other words, they were not a faithful angel-presbytery. 
Neither were they hot. They had no zeal for the truth, therefore they did 
not speak it forth. “They needed nothing,” they said; they were rich, 
and had made their fortune. They were transformed into a hierarchy of 
clergymen, and had become more potent in Laodicea than the priests of 
the idol temples, which were closed for the want of worshippers. They 
were looked up to by the wealth and fashion of the city as the 
ambassadors of the Deity, and the inspired mediators between heaven 
and earth; and were respected and honored by the plaudits and largesses 
of the rich, in whom, as we have seen, Laodicea did greatly abound. 
The rich ministered to them abundantly in temporals, so that they had 
need of nothing;” and in return they ministered to them “smooth 
things” after the fashion of the ministrations of the intensely pious, 
respectable, sleek, and downy “ministers of grace,” who now abound 
on every side, even of 

“The things that mount the rostrum with a skip, 
And then skip down again; pronounce a text: 
Cry hem! and reading what they never wrote, 
Just thirty minutes, huddle up their work, 
And with a well-bred whisper close the scene.”—COWPER. 

They said “they had need of nothing.” Much is implied in these 
words when uttered by an eldership contemporary with an apostle. 
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When “the gospel of the kingdom” first visited Laodicea in the first 
half, or middle, of the first century, its population was divided between 
the Jews and Pagans. The latter had become like the Papists of France 
and Italy in our time, worshippers from habit of the objects they 
despised; while the Jews were more zealous for mere human tradition 
than the righteousness of the law. Here, then, was a great work to be 
performed—the turning of these Jews and pagans from the Satan to the 
Deity, as manifested in the Anointed Jesus. So long as a minority 
remained to be converted, there was work to be done, and the party 
appointed to do it could not say “they had need of nothing,” while their 
work remained unfinished. That work was never accomplished; for 
when it had progressed to a certain point, the christian body in 
Laodicea became “lukewarm;” they ceased to be “hot;” their meditation 
upon the word ceasing, the fire also ceased to burn; and they no longer 
spoke with their tongue the glorious and wonderful works of the 
Deity—Ps. 39:3. They had vanquished the temples and the synagogues 
in the argument; they had reduced them to silence, and had no longer in 
Laodicea an open enemy to contend with; the pressure from without 
was removed, and taking the lead in Laodicean society, as the clergy do 
now, with traditions to suit all comers, they were infected with the 
spirit of the world which hearkened to them, because of the compact 
which had been established by their unfaithfulness. By way of 
illustration, ask the divines who officiate in the odor of sanctity in the 
fashionable pulpits of New York City, London, and so forth, well paid, 
and pampered with all the luxuries of life, honored by a delighted 
world, arrayed, if not in purple, in the glossiest black, and fine linen, 
and splendidly lodged in elegantly furnished abodes—ask such if there 
is any thing they need? They believe they are the elect; the successors 
of the apostles, and “the ambassadors of Jesus Christ;” they say they 
are christians, and ministers of righteousness, and that their rich and 
prosperous flocks are “the Church of God,” the very kingdom of 
heaven itself—what, then, can they possibly need? Do they desire a 
large attendance of the ill-clad poor in their gorgeous and pillared 
temples? Is it for the great unwashed, the bone and sinew of society, 
they have caused to be erected their “houses of God,” tricked off with 
carpetry and plush? It is notorious, that “immortal souls” in the rough 
and sordid exterior of poverty, are not wanted in the fashionable 
“churches,” the clerical synagogue of the Satan. Having, therefore, all 
they desire, the language of their condition is, “I am rich, and abound in 
wealth, and have need of nothing.” They are perfectly satisfied with 
what exists, and are unwilling that it should be disturbed. They are 
surrounded by society in festering rottenness, and in profound 
ignorance of the prophets and apostles; but they do nothing beyond the 
pale of their own little respectabilities. True, a society may send 
hirelings to visit the dens of poverty, but they are needy adventurers, 
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not the well to-do pastors of fashionable and wealthy flocks, who get a 
hom-missionary birth for a piece of bread. Such is the system 
originating in and worked out by Sin’s Flesh, which was the same in 
the first century that it is in the nineteenth. Hence, when professors of 
christianity in these two centuries say, “we are rich, and abound in 
wealth, and have need of nothing,” it is because the same temporal and 
spiritual condition is characteristic of each. 

This wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked one of Laodicea, is 
regarded as being symbolically in the mouth of the Spirit. This must be 
admitted, or it will be altogether inconceivable how she could be 
“vomited out” of his mouth. As we have said, the Star-Angel 
Presbytery had been “immersed into the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit” upon the belief of the gospel of the 
kingdom, which entitled them to be addressed in the same language as 
their brethren in Thessalonica, whom Paul describes as “IN the Deity 
the Father, and IN the Lord Jesus Anointed”—1 Ep. 1:1. To be “in the 
Lord Jesus Anointed” was the same as being “in the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit,” for it required the Son and the Holy Spirit to constitute the Lord 
Jesus Anointed. The Laodicean Angel was therefore in the Lord Jesus 
Anointed, or in the Spirit; and there was no way in which they could be 
expelled, ejected, or vomited forth, but by the mouth of the Spirit. Now, 
if one man in his indignation say to another, “I vomit, or spue, you out 
of my mouth,” the saying imports, that he henceforth repudiates all 
association with him with extreme loathing. The Spirit did not say that 
he had done this, or there would have been no scope for counsel, 
discipline, and admonition. A community pretending to be christian, 
but in fact repudiated by the Spirit, has no communion with the Christ, 
is the subject of no discipline, and receives no admonition, or fatherly 
instruction. “Whom the Lord loves he chastens,” and where there is no 
chastening, as in the case of “the Names and Denominations” of 
“christendom,” professors are bastards, and not sons—Heb. 12:5–8. 
The Spirit said, “I am about—mello—to vomit thee out of my mouth, 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot.” There is, 
however, no evidence that the gifts of the Spirit were withdrawn, and 
the light of the presbyterial lampstand extinguished, in the generation 
contemporary with the publication of the Apocalypse. It is possible that 
discipline and admonition operating upon some of them may have 
resulted in a change, and a renewed manifestation of zeal, to which 
they were exhorted by the Spirit; for if he had no people among them 
capable of being saved, the exhortation would have been entirely 
useless; “be zealous, therefore,” said he, “and change.”   

                                                   —Bro. John Thomas—Eureka Vol. 1 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 5 

Psalm 5:1-2 

“Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation. (2) 
Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee 

will I pray.” 

In the opening words of this Psalm we have thoughts and desires of 
a man of God. We do well to realize that in this Psalm we see an 
acceptable form of prayer. His prayer to God asks that he would 
consider his words and his meditations. Sometimes we feel as if our 
concerns, the things that we think about, are too insignificant for God 
to consider. But the Sprit teaches in Isaiah 55:8-9 “For my thoughts are 

not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. (9) 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Our minds 
cannot rise to the Divine mind. But we have the Scriptures which were 
put down for our learning. In this prayer we are being shown that 
acceptable words and thoughts by those that love his name are 
acceptable to him. It is always good for us to remember, that it is folly 
to ask for Divine help while chasing after the things the flesh. Such as 
to pray “Hallowed be thy name”, then go do those things which 
defame and profane that name. To ask forgiveness of sin or protection, 
(for example “lead us not into temptation”) while running pell-mell to 
do those things which are not pleasing to our heavenly Father. We 
should always have in our minds the words of James as we prepare to 
pray, (James 4:3 RV) “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 

amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures.”  

Psalm 5:3 

  “O LORD, in the morning shalt thou hear my voice; in the 
morning will I order my prayer unto thee, and will keep watch.” 

The first thing in the morning the mind is turned to God. Prayer 
should be our first action as a result of that thought. God should be our 
last thoughts in the evening and prayer the last action of the evening. 
And if we would hearken to the examples of David, Daniel, and Jesus 
prayer will be on our lips many times throughout the day. There are 
many times in our daily lives when we should be thanking God, 
praising God, or asking for his help in overcoming undesirable 
circumstances. 

      Continued next month should the Lord will                 bro. Beryl Snyder 




