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Ecclesial News 
DETROIT, Michigan 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, 

Loving Greetings in Christ, 

It has been a while since we have had news. We have enjoyed having 
Bro. Jarrett meet with us via Skype each Sunday. He has been a big help 
for us as he is taking turns presiding and exhorting. We are thankful to the 
Goldthwaite ecclesia in lending us Bro. Jarrett’s assistance. 

We were pleased to have Bro. Jim, Sis. Kathy, Sis. Katie and Sis. 
Rachel Sommerville visit us from the Boston Ecclesia. Bro. Jim gave us 
the word of exhortation and Bro. Jarrett presided. It was so nice to have 
their company. They were taking their grand-daughters to Richard for the 
camp-out study being held there. 

We continue to look forward to the return of Christ. 
Love in the bonds of the Truth,  Bro. Fred Higham 
 
LAE, Papua New Guinea 

To the brethren and sisters of like precious faith in American, Canada, 
Africa and Australia,  

Greetings in the blessed name of our Saviour who “brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.” It is with sadness we have to 
report our withdrawal from Macx Kota who has joined the “restored 
church of god” by Armstrong now led by David C. Pack. Macx Kota tried 
to persuade us of his errors but we would not consent to his wrong 
doctrine, no not for an instant. 

We have also rejoiced in the company of Bro. Peter and Sis. Sharon 
Small of the Brisbane ecclesia, who have greatly comforted us with 
exhortation and Bible study, joining with members of the Aiyura and Mt. 
Hagen ecclesias. We united together as one through the grace of our God 
at the tabernacle of Bro. Aiyuta & Sis. Jenny in Aiyura, and spent three 
days in praise of our loving Heavenly Father, and the consideration of His 
wonderous word. 

Bro. Aiyuta wishes also to inform the Berean fellowship that the 
members of the Aiyura ecclesia are as Gideon’s three hundred; who in 
drinking deeply of the water of life are nevertheless ever vigilant as 
watchmen for those who say they stand for the hope of Israel but are 
deceivers. 

We all in PNG stand determined to continue steadfast in the “apostles 
doctrine, fellowship, the breaking of bread and the prayers” of our first 
century brethren, awaiting with a sure hope the coming of our Lord, 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” 

On behalf of the brethren and sisters of the Lae ecclesia, 

Your brother in Christ, 
Kumo Unei Kasu (Sekom) 
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EDITORIAL  

Keeping in Memory 

Things to be kept in memory play an immeasurably important part 
in all phases of life. The success of any vocation, whether it be in the 
trades or professions, depends upon keeping in memory the 
fundamental principles upon which it was established. If a basic 
standard for measuring, regulating or guiding conduct or practice, is so 
essential in things pertaining to the affairs of this world, how 
transcendently greater it must be in things relating to the way of 
salvation? If we are open to conviction, this becomes self-evident as we 
read and study the Bible. In his letter to the Romans, Paul informs us 
that—  

“The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth” —Rom. 1:16.  

Belief is, therefore, only the first step, and by it the power of God is 
made available. But faith, says James, without works is dead. 
Therefore, the power of God must be permitted to operate in our lives 
in order to bring about salvation. This could be likened to a new house 
which has been wired for electrical purposes and connected with the 
source of electrical power; but the power is useless until a switch is 
operated, and the electricity is permitted to pass through the lamps and 
by this action a room is filled with light. This is not a striking analogy, 
but it possesses an analogous relationship which becomes obvious 
when we return to Paul, and the subject of the gospel, for he says—  

“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.”  

The keynote of Paul’s statement is found in the phrase “keep in 
memory.” The natural man requires no exhortation to keep in memory 
the things of this life because he is surrounded by everything that goes 
to make up what the Scriptures define as “the world,” and they are ever 
before him. The things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name 
of Jesus, are multifariously different: they are not outwardly visible. 
They are hidden in the history of the past and concealed in the 
prophetic writings relating to the future. To bring them into the mind, 
in the first place, requires an effort generated by our own interest as to 
the outcome of life. If that interest is strong, we will turn to the Word of 
God and, through a diligent application of the mind to the divine ideas 
and principles revealed therein, we will become wise unto salvation 
through a faith which works by love.  
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At first, the believer may conclude that his efforts are over, and all 
he has to do is wait for the Kingdom of God to appear. But, alas, this is 
not true; and he discovers, like Paul, who said:  

“I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with 
me” —Rom. 7:21.  

The things of the world begin to clamour for attention, and he 
becomes conscious of the fact that, although an effort was required to 
learn the Truth, an even greater effort is required to keep it in memory. 
If he becomes mentally exercised, and acutely conscious of the 
challenging problem facing him, he will recall that, among the things 
written for our instruction, there is none more appropriate than the 
instructions given to the people of Israel by Moses. First, he reminds 
them of their exalted position in relation to other members of the 
human race:  

“For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto 
them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon Him for? 
And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so 
righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?” —Deut. 4:7-
8.  

Then he warns them that it is vitally essential to keep certain things 
in memory—  

“Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping His 
commandments, and His judgments, which I command thee this day: 
lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, 
and dwelt therein;  

“And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy 
gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; then thine heart 
be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage” —Deut. 8:11-14.  

The lesson is obvious. What people in all the earth occupy such a 
lofty position as we do because of our belief and obedience of the 
Gospel—Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise? Or, as 
Peter expresses it—  

“Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
purchased people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light” —1 Pet. 2:9.  

To maintain such a relationship, there is something to be done, and 
much to be kept in memory. Israel did not forget that God existed but, 
because of their prosperity, their hearts were lifted up, and they failed 
to keep in memory all that God had done for them. They were so busy 
with the affairs of this life, they forgot how He had freed them from 
Egyptian bondage, and how He fed them with manna, and supplied 
them with water, while they were passing through the wilderness. In the 
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letter to the Hebrews, the apostle reminds us of the similarity of our 
position when he says—  

“Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into 
His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.  

“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the 
word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them 
that heard it” —Heb. 4:1-2.  

If it were possible for the people of Israel to forget God because of 
their prosperity, it is just as possible for us to do so. We, too, can forget 
our first love: that point in our lives when we discovered the great 
salvation revealed to us in God’s Word. Our hearts seemed ready to 
burst with pent-up emotion when we became aware of the joyous 
comfort that settled upon us. Have we held fast this confidence, and the 
rejoicing of the hope, or have our hearts been lifted up because we have 
prospered, and built goodly houses in which to live? If that be true, then 
a lukewarmness has developed within us, without our being conscious 
of it, and all because we have failed to keep in memory certain things.  

What will be our feelings in the day of resurrection when we 
discover that all of our personal possessions have perished, and the 
only element that is left is the character we have built up during our 
probation? If we have kept in memory the priceless heritage that has 
come into our possession through our belief and obedience of the 
gospel and have done our very best to live a life of holiness by keeping 
ourselves separated from the pleasures of this life, we may have 
confidence, and not be ashamed when we stand before our great judge. 
If he bestows upon us the gift of God, what unspeakable joy will fill 
our hearts as we enter the kingdom of God clothed in a glorified nature, 
made equal unto the angels, having partaken of the tree of life which is 
in the midst of the paradise of God.     —Bro. George A. Gibson, Editor  

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

ODIADO BIBLE Study, Kenya.………..…….….………...  15 -19 August, 2018 
Bro. Shadrack Nakholi, Jackshadrack@gmail.com 

MALAWI, Chikanda Ecclesia Study  …….………………….…Sep 1-2 2018 
Bro Victor Magwira, victormagwira@gmail.com, “The signs of the Times 
nearest of the Christ’s return” 
TENNESSEE Fraternal Gathering …….……………………..…Oct 6-7 2018 
Bro Jim Rankin 115 Sherwood Dr, Camden Tn 38320 731-441-8864 
email jttrans04@gmail.com “David and The Psalms” 

BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN YOUTH GATHERING KENYA……….  12 -16 December, 2018  
Place: Mumias, Bungoma County, Kenya. Theme: 2 Corinthians. For info email 
Bob Bent or Epa Wekati. 

 

mailto:Jackshadrack@gmail.com
mailto:victormagwira@gmail.com
tel:(731)%20441-8864
mailto:jttrans04@gmail.com


                                                                                                      Berean 2018—258 

 

 

As Beloved Children 

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption.” Eph. 4:30 

Our New Testament reading this morning (Eph. 5 & 6) brings 
before us 2 chapters of great beauty and practical power. No words of 
men can approach the power of these words. Our wisdom lies in 
centering our minds continually upon them, endeavoring to extract a 
maximum of their spiritual value. V. 1:  

“Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children.”  

Literally, “Become” —a stronger word than just “Be,” indicating a 
process and an accomplishment.  

“Be ye therefore” —this turns our attention to something preceding, 
and we look back to the end of ch. 5, beginning at v. 30:  

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption.”  

What greater incentive could there be to love and holiness? “Do not 
cause sorrow or grief to the One Who has manifested so much love to 
you.” Consider the infinite graciousness of God’s condescension—that 
the Almighty Lord of heaven and earth, has, by loving us, made it 
possible for us to grieve Him!  

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, (that is, loud, 
angry words) and evil speaking, be put away from you.”  

All these things grieve the Holy Spirit of God. “Evil speaking” is 
anything that we say about others that is not in the true spirit of the love 
that covers a multitude of sins. Straightforward things must be said 
when Truth is at stake, but how careful we must be that the Spirit, not 
the flesh, motivates them!  

“And be ye kind to one another—tenderhearted—forgiving, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  

There is not much virtue in forgiveness when one comes to us 
humbly repentant. Forgiveness is then a comparatively easy and 
pleasant operation. But Jesus said, while they crucified him, “Father, 
forgive them,” and Stephen followed his example.  

And while we were yet sinners he died for us to make manifest the 
power of a love that could lift us out of our sins. Forgiveness to mean 
anything, must be, as Jesus says, freely from the heart; grudgingly 
given as a duty, it means nothing.  

5:1— “Be ye therefore followers of God.”  

The word for followers means “imitators,” as the Diag. and RV give 
it. Pattern yourself after God—the greatest achievement man can strive 
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for, for God is love and holiness, hating evil, but infinitely patient and 
understanding and slow to anger, rejoicing in mercy and forgiveness.  

“. . . as dear children.”  

“Dear” should rather be “beloved”—again as in Diag. and RV. 
Love is the power, and the motive, and the reason for everything. 
Children must be beloved, or they cannot grow up to be lovable. Love 
is not just food and raiment, but warmth, sympathy and the closeness of 
heart to heart. God’s children are beloved children. Because they know 
He loves them, they see love even in His wise and necessary 
chastisement.  

“And walk in love” (v. 2).  

This sums up all the teaching that follows in both chapters, in fact, 
all teaching— “All the law and prophets are comprehended in this.” 
This cannot be too strongly, or too often, emphasized. So much of 
ecclesial trouble, and of all trouble, is a direct result of failure in this. 
“Love seeketh not her own.”  

Without love, all else is vain, all else is hypocrisy. Irritation, 
impatience, bitterness, harshness, self pleasing—are not love, and such 
things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God. “Walk in love.” We 
ourselves are our own greatest problem.  

V. 3: “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it 
not be once named among you.”  

Have we not often noticed the significant association of 
“covetousness” with these other evil things? In these days of abundance 
and infinite variety of desirable things, covetousness is a basic problem 
to those in whom the Spirit is striving against the flesh, though 
covetousness can equally be manifested in connection with the simplest 
of objects and activities.  

Paul says that covetousness—the desire to have things—is idolatry. 
The Spirit’s instructions (1 Tim. 6:8) are:  

“Having food and raiment, therewith be content.”  

Anything desired beyond this, except strictly and sincerely for 
spiritual purposes, is covetousness or idolatry. God is the all-sufficient 
desire and portion of the true saint, and any desire outside of God is to 
that extent an indication of imperfect love and incomplete spiritual 
satisfaction.  

V. 5 tells us that foolish talking and jesting are utterly out of place 
and unbecoming in those who claim the holy and exalted position of 
children of God.  

Here we all stand condemned. Here is one of the childish and 
juvenile things among the hardest to put away when we aspire to be 
mature and spiritually-minded men.  
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The perfect pattern of a Christlike life is too beautiful and gracious 
to be cheapened by foolishness. Humor is the world’s poor, thin 
substitute for the deep happiness and joy of the Spirit. Let us strive to 
say nothing we would not say in the presence of Christ, remembering 
that—  

“Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an account 
thereof in the day of judgment” (Matt. 12:36).  

And Solomon testifies similarly in solemn warning—  

“The thought of foolishness is sin” (Prov. 24:9).  

“Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a 
stinking savor: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom 
and honor” (Eccl. 10:1).  

A few foolish words can make all our preaching seem like 
hypocrisy and destroy all the good we have tried to do among men in 
manifesting the joyful beauty of a holy life in Christ.  

V. 6: “Let no man deceive you with vain words, for because of these 
things—including foolishness and coveting— cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of disobedience.”  

“Let no man deceive you”—do not be deceived by any who belittle 
the seriousness and importance of these things. The way is narrow, and 
few find it. It will only be those who tremble at God’s Word and take it 
all in utmost seriousness. Light, foolish talk and desire for earthly 
things are incompatible with spiritual-mindedness (v. 8)—  

“For ye were darkness, but now ye are light in the Lord.”  

From here to v. 15 the apostle speaks of light and darkness. 
Darkness is the natural state—the state of all the world. Light is the 
wisdom to realize that the natural way of the world, though appealing 
to the flesh, is darkness, and can end only in darkness. All natural 
thought is darkness—God’s Word alone is light. A full realization of 
this is the finding of life.  

“Let your light shine,” said Jesus—quietly, gently, but brightly and 
consistently—let your Christlike character and conduct be your witness 
and your preaching of Christ to the world.  

V. 15: “Walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil.”  

The world walks as fools, foolishly drifting away the time with their 
merriment and covetousness till death swallows them at last. This state 
of affairs is the evilness of the days. But the saints of God realize the 
preciousness of every passing hour as the brief time of opportunity to 
lay hold on wisdom and life.  

V. 17: “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the 
will of God is.”  
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Don’t be unwise by accepting the world’s general view of things, or 
what yourself naturally think, but be anxious above all things to know 
and obey the will of God in everything.  

V. 18: “Be not drunk with wine, but be filled with the Spirit.”  

Does this seem a strange comparison? A little meditation will 
manifest its fittingness. Wine has an exhilarating effect on the mind, 
giving a sense of well-being. It is typical of all the world’s false and 
passing excitements.  

“But be filled with the Spirit.” The Spirit is to wine as the true is to 
the false. It gives in eternal reality what men vainly seek in wine. It too 
has an exhilarating effect and gives a sense of well-being and comfort, 
but this time it is not false and transitory, but deep and true and 
everlasting. (V. 19)—  

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”  

—not only among yourselves, but within your own selves—  

“. . . singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”  

What a joyful and delightful and desirable character is portrayed! 
No anxiety, no self-pity, no childishly hurt feeling which are just the 
flesh’s wounded vanity, no dissatisfaction with present circumstances 
which is ingratitude to God, no disquieting desire, which is idolatry; 
but relaxed, contented, joyful, thankful singing in the heart to God—
perpetual sunshine within, regardless of what is without.  

“Giving thanks always for all things” (v. 20).  

Here is the perfect antidote for all the evils that trouble the mind. 
The true children of God are always so intensely and continually 
thankful that all that is unpleasant and unlovely is crowded out of their 
minds.  

V. 21: “Submitting one to another in the fear of God.”  

This is very important in our relationship in the Truth. It will 
naturally follow the development of a contented mind. The one who 
has accomplished contentedness is ready to contribute to general 
harmony and the wellbeing of others. There will be no self-assertion, 
no desires demanding attention and satisfaction—but a gentle, 
Christlike yielding and serving and pleasing of others. Jesus said, “l am 
among you as one that serveth.”  

* * * 

From this point well into the following chapter, the apostle applies 
these divine principles to specific circumstances.  

The first, occupying the remainder of this chapter, is the relationship 
of husbands and wives. It is a relationship of love, just as all 
relationships must be.  
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He states first, in 2 verses, that the wife must be subject to the 
husband in everything. Wisdom and harmony require that there be a 
recognized head and authority on whom the responsibility before God 
for all family decisions and arrangements rests. Any deviation from the 
divine standard is confusion.  

But then, in 9 verses, he speaks of the height and breadth of the love 
that is necessary to bring to fruition the fulness of the divinely-intended 
pattern from the beginning, as the beautiful type of the eternal, perfect 
union of Christ and his Bride.  

Christ first, by the power of God, perfected himself, in the doing of 
which he laid down his life for his Bride. And now he ever liveth to 
make loving intercession for her—  

Vs. 25-27: “Christ also loved the Ecclesia—the Called-out— and 
gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the Word.  

“That he might present it to himself a glorious Ecclesia, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any  such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish.”  

Has he the power to do it? Can he accomplish this in those who 
wholly and unreservedly cast themselves upon him? Who dares to deny 
it—blindly measuring themselves by themselves and setting limits to 
the power of God?  

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands in everything… 
This is a great mystery…I speak concerning Christ and the Ecclesia.”  

Are we part of the operation of this glorious divine mystery?  

To whom does the apostle address himself next?—  

Eph. 6:1— “CHILDREN, obey your parents.”  

This is one of the very few places in Scriptures addressed directly 
and specifically to children. It is very important. It is the one great thing 
that children have to be concerned with in pleasing God.  

Parents will not always be perfectly just and right, for they too have 
much to learn, but that is not the children’s concern—their command 
and duty is clear, if they desire to please God and be blessed by Him, 
and be used and useful in His purpose. The full command is—  

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord.”  

The obedience must be for, because of, and in harmony with the 
Lord. This is the great reason and motive of obedience. Parents will 
vary, just as masters will vary, but the one must be obeyed, and the 
other served faithfully, as unto the Lord. Obedience to parents is 
obedience to God, and disobedience to parents is disobedience to God.  
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Here again is the divine provision for family harmony and any 
violation of it creates serious responsibility for all the evils that may 
follow.  

The command does not cease when the child ceases to be dependent 
upon the parent. It becomes even stronger in later years as the child 
reaches developed maturity. Then it becomes—  

V. 2: “Honor thy father and thy mother.”  

—a guiding principle through life. All God’s arrangements are 
beautiful; all violations of them are ugly and self-destructive.  

V. 4: “And ye, fathers, provoke not your children to wrath.”  

What does the apostle mean? Why does he begin with and 
emphasize an aspect we might think very minor and negative?  

“Provoke not your children to wrath.” 

This command is worthy of much meditation. It warns of a danger 
that can destroy all good efforts, and one that only true divine love can 
protect against. In giving the same command to the Colossians, he 
adds—  

“. . . lest they be discouraged.” 

It does not mean that there should not be strict discipline for fear of 
arousing anger. The Scriptures are very clear on the necessity of that. In 
fact, the necessity of strict discipline is what makes this command so 
essential.  

The parent is in the position of the strong having complete control 
over the weak. The bully is latent in us all, ingrained in our fleshly 
natures. There are a thousand subtle ways in which a parent can 
provoke a child to wrath, agitating and arousing the natural evil of the 
flesh, often with great and pompous self-righteousness, and the parent 
can always save face by taking refuge behind his divinely-given 
authority.  

The child has no recourse except to impotent, inward turmoil 
against sarcasm, and oppression, and impatience, and foolish teasing, 
and habitual unjustified harshness in giving instructions, and passing 
whims and passions of the flesh, and a discouraging attitude of petty 
fault-finding and antagonism.  

“Provoke not your children to wrath, lest they be discouraged.”  

There must be a basic foundation of gentle love, manifest even in 
correction. We cannot teach what we do not practice. Teaching is by 
example, and a bad, fleshly example is much more quickly imitated 
than a good one, that is the natural trend of the flesh. We cannot teach 
gentleness without consistently manifesting gentleness. Whatsoever is 
not done in godly love and patience is evil, and out of evil will come 
evil.  
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“Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  

“Nurture and admonition” means “chastening and instruction,” as 
the RV has it. Here again, it is “of the Lord”—”in the Lord.” 
Everything must be done in the Spirit, and according to the instruction, 
of the Lord—within the circle of the Lord’s blessing and 
superintendence—in God’s way—or all will fail.  

Vs. 5 to 8 concern servants—our daily work—our relationship to 
our employers. No brother of Christ is a slack, or careless, or 
disinterested workman, whatever he may be doing. Christ’s brethren 
are only those who do the will of his Father, and his Father’s expressed 
will is that everything be done heartily and cheerfully, with singleness 
of heart, as if each task is done for God Himself. And work so done, 
whatever it may be, will be so accepted by God as service to Him.  

Brethren of Christ must be constantly on guard against drifting into 
the world’s evil way of serving as little as possible, afraid of giving 
more than enforced minimum, always seeking more payment for less 
labor. This is an evil, selfish, grasping manifestation of the flesh that 
brethren will have no part of.  

V. 9 concerns those who in any way have oversight over others. 
Such are instructed to apply the same principles—to be more anxious to 
give abundant measure than to take. This is not the way the world’s 
industry is run, and a brother of Christ will often find himself very 
much out of place.  

V. 10: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might.”  

(Always, and in everything, “in the Lord”). Jesus said to Paul—  

“My strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).  

And Paul, in response, recognizing the principle, said—  

“When I am weak, then am I strong.”  

It is a contrast and a comparison between natural and spiritual 
strength. To the world, Christ’s brethren are weak. Instead of being 
strong and self-assertive they are mild and yielding and submissive to 
evil. But the brave strength of the flesh is but a passing and impotent 
shadow—the foolish puffing up of toad in a pond. The worms of the 
grave soon conquer the mightiest among men. We must seek a more 
substantial strength and satisfaction than that.  

“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.”  

How can we be strong in the power of God’s might? Do these words 
have any real meaning? If they have any meaning at all, then surely 
they refer to something very marvelous and un-earthy. Paul fervently 
prayed, earlier in the epistle (3:16), that God would grant them—  
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“. . . according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

might by His Spirit in the inner man.”  

—and that they may be—  

“. . . FILLED with all the fulness of God” (3:19).  

And he speaks (3:20) of God being—  

“. . . able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that worketh in us.”  

Surely there is a glorious reality to these things that we must strive 

to attain unto—even the things of the Spirit of God which are 

foolishness to the natural man—the transforming power that can 

overcome the evil motions and reactions of the flesh and perfect 

characters of beauty and holiness in the fear of God.  

V. 11: “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the devil.”  

Paul continues his comparison between the strength of the flesh and 

of the Spirit. He says further (v. 12)—  

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood . . .”  

Paul’s fight was not against people, and neither is ours. We are 

sometimes apt to forget this and slip into the world’s way of 

antagonism and belligerence against people.  

“. . . but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 

the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 

places.”  

What are these “principalities and powers”? The word translated 

“principality” is archee, commonly rendered “beginning,” “old,” “chief 

or ruler,” throughout the New Testament.  

Here it means “leadership—rulership—control—dominion.” The 

word for “powers” is not the Greek for power as strength, but the word 

meaning authority. What then is the headship and authority against 

which Paul fought?  

We know it was not the political powers of the world, for he 

testified that such governments, though evil, were ordained by God for 

the present for general order among men, and he commanded 

submission and obedience to them.  

When Jesus appeared to Paul on the way to Damascus (Acts 26:18), 

he said he purposed to send Paul to the Gentiles—  

“. . . to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, 

and from the power (authority—same word) of Satan unto God.”  
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And Paul told the Romans brethren that they had been the servants, 
or slaves of Sin, but that they were now servants of God and of 
holiness. It was this kingdom, rulership, dominion, authority, of Sin 
against which Paul fought. This Kingdom of Sin is personified and 
corporealized in the Kingdom of Men, but it was not the Kingdom of 
Men as such that Paul fought. He went deeper than any outward 
manifestations to the basic individual elements of fleshly motives and 
conduct. Rom. 7:23—  

“I see a law in my members warring against the law of mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin.”  

That was the arena of Paul’s warfare—the battle for, and within, 
each mind and heart. He is very clear in Eph. 2:2-3—  

“In time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the  power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience.  

“Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in 
fulfilling: the desires of the flesh and of the mind.”  

What then was the “spiritual wickedness in high (or heavenly) 
places” of which he speaks at the end of v. 12 of Eph. 6?  

The Pharisees are surely the best illustration of that, and Jesus’ 
encounters with them well, illustrating the warfare of which Paul 
speaks. They sat in Moses’ seat—in “heavenly places”—they even 
controlled the High Priesthood and the House of God and the worship 
He had established.  

Among the ecclesias the same things soon became manifest, and we 
see the result in the ecclesiastical institutions of today. It is an ever-
present danger and requires a perpetual warfare—the mind of the flesh 
exalted and ruling in the very Temple of God. All the things he warns 
them of in these 2 chapters illustrate the same warfare against Sin’s 
principalities and powers, for its seeds are in every heart.  

V. 13 “Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God.”  

We notice that the armor is “of God” —from God—for it is only in 
the power of His might that we can be strong—  

“That ye may be able to withstand in the evil day.”  

Let us never presume on our ability to stand. The Spirit warns:  

“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”  

Without the whole armor of God we have no hope of success, but 
are like soldiers going to battle lacking essential equipment.  

“. . . and having done all, to stand.”  

—having accomplished the warfare—when it is all over—when the 
last enemy is destroyed—to be found among those who are found still 
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standing alive on the battlefield, and to join in singing together the 
glorious victory song of Moses and the Lamb.  

Vs. 14 to 17 particularize the whole armor of God—the belt, or 
girdle, or binding together of Truth; the protective breastplate or heart-
covering of Righteousness (not self-accomplished, but “it is God that 
worketh in you” and “we are His workmanship, created unto good 
works”, feet shod with the “preparation”—the preparedness—the 
eager, enthusiastic readiness to serve the Gospel of Peace— “How 
beautiful are the swiftly running feet of him that bringeth good tidings 
of peace!”  

“Above all,” the shield of Faith—belief, confidence, assurance—
the unassailable conviction that God is, and that He will unfailingly 
reward all who diligently seek Him with all their heart. This shield will 
defend against every attack, every assault of the enemy—all his 
inflammatory darts of temptation and evil desire—all his shafts of 
discouragement and doubt.  

And take Salvation for your helmet, or more fully, as in 1 Thess. 
5:8— “for an helmet the Hope of Salvation.” Why a helmet and a 
breastplate, if the Shield of Faith is all-sufficient protection? Because 
“Faith without Works is dead.”  

The head must be enclosed by the hope that Paul says comes by a 
tested steadfastness, and the heart must be covered by the righteousness 
that comes from God.  

And finally, the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. That 
is the weapon against all the rulership and authority and dominion of 
evil, both within and without. The Sword of the Spirit, the Word of 
God, the one and only weapon of offence—sharper and more piercing 
than any literal sword—searching and dividing between soul and 
spirit—between that which is fleshly and that which is of the Spirit. 
Only the Word can discern, and teach us to discern, our own hearts and 
motives.  

He has mentioned six elements of the armor of God. What is the 
seventh? That he describes in vs. 18-19 —Prayer.  

“Praying always, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all 
saints.”  

Another version puts the thought perhaps a little clearer—  

“Use every kind of prayer and entreaty, and at every opportunity 
pray in the Spirit. Be on the alert about it; devote yourself constantly 
to prayer for all God’s people.”  

It is those who bring their lives to this state of devotion who will 
stand approved before Christ. There must be an urgency and 
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intenseness about our supplications—a great consciousness of 

inadequacy and shortcoming and spiritual need.  

“Fear and trembling” is the required frame of mind, as specified in 

v. 5. The slightest tendency to complacency, or to relax our efforts, or 
take salvation for granted while we please ourselves from day to day, is 

fatal. There must be a constant pleading—a constant sense of 
abasement and unworthiness—never of despair, but always of earnest 

entreaty. The Great Example was pre-eminently a man of constant, 

fervent prayer—  

“. . . offering up prayers and supplications with strong crying and 
tears unto Him Who was able to save him from death, and was heard in 

that he feared” (Heb. 5:7).  

* * * 

V. 19: “And for me, that utterance may be given me that I may open 

my mouth boldly . . . as I ought to speak.” 

Even Paul’s preaching was not something to be taken for granted, 
great and especially-appointed apostle to the Gentiles though he was. 

Even Paul felt the need of their prayers, that he might have the courage 
to carry on his ministry to the end. Paul, too, was just a man like us, of 

our own same weak flesh and blood. Weariness, and labor, and pain, 

and ridicule, were just as real and hard for him as for us.  

“To make known the mystery of the Gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in bonds”  (literally, “in chains,” as RV).  

An ambassador in chains! The great God of heaven had graciously 

sent an ambassador to men, fully verified by divine credentials, and 
they had put him in chains! Had we forgotten that Paul was writing all 

these beautiful things from the confinement of a prison cell?  

Paul could have been very bitter about his unjust detention, and 

about not being able to be where he wanted to be. He could have 
depressed all around him by his childish moping and ungraciousness. 

But rather in all things he gave thanks and was not only content, but 
intensely joyful, accepting the will of the Lord as best, and doing all he 

could to spread the sunshine of his contentment and joy.  

He concludes with his usual gracious salutation—peace, and love, 

and grace to all who love our Lord Jesus in sincerity.  

“Sincerity” here is literally “incorruptness.” He is speaking of the 
unchanging, spiritual, and enduring love that united Christ and his 

brethren—  

“Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ with an 

imperishable and unconquerable love.”                 —Bro. G.V.Growcott 
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Signs – The US Constitution 

The world has looked at the success of the United States over its 
200 year history and referred to this as “American Exceptionalism.” 
What American Exceptionalism really is, is simply the spirt of man 
when freed from governmental restraints, and not suppressed by 
the wealthy classes defending their “territory.” This was 
accomplished through the American Constitution. It is not the 
people. It is the system under which the people live, which has 
created this “exceptionalism.” 

Bro. Thomas said of the American Constitution when speaking of 
the natural hostility between the beast and the woman/witness: 
[Quote from Elpis Israel] Such, then, is the antagonism ordained of 
God to keep the Beast, or European governments, in check, and to 
preserve the light of truth and liberty from extinction among the 
nations. It is to this agency the world is indebted for the little liberty it 
rejoices in. This has been conquered from the Beast at a great cost 
of human life. The United States of America is a specimen of its 
handy work; and, but for the incurable condition of society in the old 
world by human efforts, as happy a state of things would ere this 
have been established on the European continent, as in some 
degree hath been in this island. The Roundheads, Puritans, and 
Lollards, or bible-men, laid the foundation of American institutions 
on the soil of Britain. They successfully resisted the encroachments 
of an Act of Parliament-religion on the rights of men; and by 
contending for the Bible (without very well understanding it 
themselves) in opposition to human authority in religion, gave an 
impulse to the minds of men, which all the powers emanating from 
the “bottomless pit,” can no longer prevail against, or control. But, 
while the liberty provided by the constitution of the United States, 
and practically enjoyed in England, is much to be appreciated by 
the people of these respective countries, there are but few of them 
who have tasted the sweets of that liberty which dwells in “the Holy 
City. [End Quote] 

The antagonism of the Beast which resulted in the “liberty 
provided by the constitution of the United States” is what created 
that which the world calls “American Exceptionalism.” It is the spirit 
of man, free from worldly tyrants. But since the turn of the 19th 
Century, really starting with President Theodore Roosevelt, who 
was not elected, but became president through the assassination of 
President William McKinley, the Constitution of the US has been 
under attack from the spirit of the beast power, disguised as one 
form of socialism, or another. What is socialism? Socialism’s father 
is Georg Hegel, a staunch defender of the German Crown, whose 
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writings gave birth to Karl Marx and Fredrich Engles. The political 
arguments and writings from these men in France, tuned the divine 
principles of “Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity” which had 
antagonized and seriously wounded the beast in 1790, into the 
unclean spirits of Revelations 16 and gave birth to socialism in the 
1830s-1840. The result of this we clearly see today in the mouth of 
the European Beast of the EU, the Papal False Prophet (especially 
vibrant with Pope Francis and his Liberation Theology roots,) and 
the Russian Dragon bringing back to life “National Socialism.” 

The intent of socialism is identical to that of Royalty, which is 
why Hegel was a favorite of the German Court. It was to suppress 
the masses to the authority and control of a select and elite few. It 
was to convince the masses that a few brilliant men know better 
how to plan and run their individual lives, and that these men could 
take care of all the needs of the population for them, if the masses 
would just turn over all responsibility to them. This sort of control 
was the goal of the beast, whether royal or social elitist. The 
American Constitution, with the Bill of Rights attacks the beast at its 
root theory, and this attack has thereby defined freedom. 

But as we said, the American Constitution has been under attack 
for just over 100 years now, with very few recent presidents loyal to 
the American Constitution. The group of constitutional loyalists in 
the 20th century has been small and easy to list. Calvin Coolidge, 
John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan. (William McKinley would 
have been one, had he had the chance.) But the congress of the 
20th century has generally been much more closely aligned with the 
Constitution, and this has kept the Presidents in line. Even when the 
nation had Presidents openly hostile to the Constitution, such as in 
the days of Franklin Roosevelt, the Congress, even a Congress 
dominated by his own party, kept him in check, thwarting his 1937 
efforts to expand and pack the Supreme Court, when the socialist 
policies he advocated were continually struck down by the Supreme 
Court. 

The election of President Barach Obama created a change in 
American politics. This was a president who was outwardly hostile 
to the American Constitution, referring to it as collection of “negative 
liberties” by which, as he explained, he meant the Constitution said 
what the nation could not do to its citizens, but did not say what the 
nation must do for its citizens. (That was actually the idea of the 
founders!) But different than in the past, President Obama began 
his administration with overwhelming advantages of a very 
supportive House and Senate, in the Congress. And it was soon 
apparent to the American population that socialism would soon 
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have unrestricted reign in the US. If the US was going to join with 
the Beast as predicted by so many, this would have been its 
chance. 

The nation reacted in outright rebellion. Over the course of the 
next three elections which occurred during President Obama’s 
presidency, 750 seats nationwide switched from Democrat 
(Socialists) to Republican (Constitutionalist.) The Democrats went 
from a 2/3rds majority in both houses, to a minority position in both, 
and then obviously, also lost the last presidential election. President 
Obama remained personally popular among the Americans, but his 
policies were roundly rejected. Since the election of President 
Donald Trump, virtually all of President Obama’s efforts to move the 
nation to socialism have been reversed or disbanded. The end 
result has been the US remaining fixed, arguably even enhanced in 
her role of antagonist to the Beast, while building up her military, 
strengthening her economy, solidifying her role as Tarshish/Tyre. 
President Trump has a respectful and protective relationship with 
Israel which almost undoubtedly mirrors that of Hiram with David. 
And its hard to imagine a more pompous and arrogant type of the 
“King of Tyre,” than President Trump. 

Matters in the USA are now coming to a head in this battle 
between Constitutionalism and Socialism. It is not the first time, by 
any means, the most recent of such battles being in 1968 when the 
Constitutionalists easily won. But in the USA today, Supreme Court 
Justice Anthony Kennedy resigned. Justice Kennedy walked a path 
down the middle of the road. He sided with the Constitution most of 
the time, but on social issues (such as gay marriage and abortion,) 
he found things written in the Constitution, that no one else could 
see. But his resignation will allow President Trump to appoint a 
strict constitutionalist to the court, the fifth such judge giving the 
Constitutionalists a firm majority, the effect of which will determine 
that the Constitutionalists will control the nation for the next 
generation. This has inflamed the American Socialist movement. 

As I know many of you on this site do not live in America, let me 
explain. The USA is governed by three, largely co-equal branches 
of government. They have the Executive branch which includes the 
President, and all his administrative cabinets. They have a 
Legislative Branch that consists of a democratically elected 
Congress made up of 435 individuals, each representing roughly 
700,000 people, and a Senate made up of 100 Senators, 2 from 
each state. The Senate was not originally intended to be 
democratically elected but rather appointed by each state, but since 
1917, they have been democratically elected. And finally they have 



                                                                                                      Berean 2018—272 

 

 

a Judicial Branch, which is made up of the Supreme Court with 9 
judges, who have lifetime appointments from a President, and must 
have passed a vote of the Senate 

The idea of the founders of the American Constitution was for 
the Legislative Branch (the House and Senate) to create law. The 
President to execute the laws as dictated by the Legislative Branch, 
and the Judicial Branch to be the final arbiter on the meaning of the 
laws as passed, and whether or not such laws are in harmony with 
the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

So as one can see, tremendous power has been delegated to 
the Supreme Court, to determine whether or not legislation passed 
by Congress, or whether or not actions taken by the President are 
constitutional. If the Supreme Court determines they are not, their 
decision can only be changed by changing the Constitution, which 
requires a 2/3rds vote of the Legislature. In other words, it is all but 
impossible to do. That is why this appointment to the Supreme 
Court is so significant, and why the country is up in arms over it. 

From a prophetic point of view, this Supreme Court appointment, 
which if confirmed, will go a long way in showing us God’s plan for 
the USA. Will it remain as a constitutional power, that is, as a part of 
the witness and an enemy of the Beast, set for the defence of 
Israel; or whether the US is now poised to become a socialist 
power, that is, betraying her heretofore role as a witness, and 
joining forces with the Beast and her unclean spirits. And of course 
Socialism and Israel are completely hostile to each other. Socialism, 
at its roots, is the doctrine that man can rule himself. The Jews are 
the divine testimony that God rules in the Kingdom of men. “Ye are 
my witnesses, saith Yahweh.” Socialists must destroy the Jews to 
prove their religion, which is why anti-Semitism goes hand in hand 
with socialist movements like that in Germany’s under the National 
Socialist party just prior to World War 2, and why under the old 
Soviet Union, identification cards listed the district in which you 
were born, unless you were a Jew. Then it just said “Jew.” 

                                                                                     —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 108 
“I AM the good shepherd,” said Christ. He was so in the days of his 

flesh, he is this now, and will be so till men shall need no longer the 
services of a wise and compassionate leader and protector. When on 
earth, Christ exhibited his beautiful shepherd qualities in earnestly and 
perseveringly proclaiming the gladsome news of salvation, in speaking 
words of cheer and hope to the downcast and oppressed, in helping to 
bear the infirmities of the sick and afflicted, and in the sacrifice of his 
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own dear life for others. At the present, he is the same good shepherd 
(Oh! let us not forget it). His words, through evangelist and apostle, are 
still sounding in our ears. Could we but draw aside the veil we should 
see him just as active and alert for his little flock, extending, as 
occasion requires, a helping hand to save them from wild beasts in 
human form. Yet a little while, and our good shepherd will re-appear to 
gather his sheep into one-fold. Then will come the time for the whole 
world to listen to his call—then “he shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 
he shall gather them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are 
with young” (Isa. 40:11). No, we are not alone—unthought of and 
unhelped—as we journey through this foggy, chilling world. Brethren, 
do we sufficiently meditate on these things, and derive the comfort that 
is to be gained from so doing? 

We are, indeed, living in soul-stirring times. Whether we cast our 
eyes in the direction of Egypt, Palestine, Persia, Turkey, Russia, Rome, 
or of our own country, the signs tell us that Christ is at the door. If our 
brethren in the past have been cheered and warned by what they have 
seen, what should be the effect of current political events on our minds? 
Surely we ought to be aglow with enthusiasm and expectancy—our 
meetings ought to be full, our exhortations burning, and our lectures 
rousing. Is it so? If not, there is something very wrong. Of the many 
signs that are developing before us what could be more significant and 
encouraging than the present position of the Jews as it is portrayed in 
the utterances, not of Christadelphians, but of public men in the Jewish 
and Gentile worlds? “For the first time in nineteen hundred years they 
hear the nations of Europe saying one to another, ‘Let the Jews return.’ 
— “A Jewish Government should be established in Palestine, and Jews 
all the world over should have the option of becoming Jewish 
subjects”— “To any Jew, therefore, who regards the restoration of a 
Jewish state in Palestine, I should say the time for it will very soon be 
now or never”— “The fact that Great Britain had established the 
Protectorate of Egypt was highly significant for the national future of 
the Jewish people.” Whosoever of us have ears to hear, let us hear. 

“But Paul boasted.” True, but why? It was not to gratify vanity, or 
to please the flesh in any sense. Paul assumed the role of a fool (yet not 
a fool), for the edification and salvation of others (2 Cor. 12:11: 11:16). 
He did it as a means of opening the eyes and awakening the dull senses 
of an ecclesia that was being cajoled by impostors. He did it to antidote 
the pernicious schemings of unprincipled men who had wheedled 
themselves into the good graces of the brethren by a cunning and 
hypocritical display of Christian virtues. He did it to close the lips of 
“false apostles,” “deceitful workers,” contemptible detractors, who 
sought by foul means to destroy the invaluable influence of Paul in 
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order to exalt themselves and push their “damnable heresies” (2 Cor. 
11:12–15). Paul’s glorying was not ordinary boasting, which is 
objectionable to God and man. The apostle’s boasting took the form of 
a splendid argument and a Christ-like appeal. Briefly stated it was 
this— “Why listen to my enemies more than to me? Are not my 
credentials divine? Have I not, for the truth’s sake, toiled harder, and 
suffered more, than they all?” No, the case of Paul is not on all fours 
with the self-glorification of the braggart, and cannot be used as a 
justification. 

“Saint” is a word at which many men take fright. Only in the spirit 
of ridicule or scorn could they think of applying it to mortal man. This 
aversion to the word is due to misconception, largely created through 
superstition and papal humbug. There is nothing in the word itself, nor 
in the teaching of the scriptures concerning it, to excite either levity or 
derision. A saint, from God’s point of view, is simply a person who is 
faithful to the eminently practical and ennobling doctrines of Christ 
(Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2). But this truth is thrown into the shade, and lost 
sight of, through papal twaddle concerning the beatification and 
canonisation of immortal souls, and its praise of silly and unscriptural 
deeds performed by “good” Catholics—deeds which move sensible 
men either to frivolity or to fury. Dr. Cumming observes that a saint, 
according to the Church of Rome, is a man like Liguori, “who half 
starved himself, licked the ground before he ate his food, scourged 
himself till he nearly committed suicide, lay upon thorns, and girded 
himself with spikes.” With such rubbish as this in people’s minds, no 
wonder that they curl their lips when they hear such common-folk 
people as Christadelphians speak of themselves as saints. 

The war has brought the Papacy to the front. The “Great Father” is 
being approached by the nations for advice and moral help. Britain has 
so far forgotten herself as to despatch a special envoy to the Vatican for 
the same purpose. The Catholic world is jubilant at the turn events have 
taken. Many Protestants, on the other hand, are nervous and angry. 
Visions are seen by them of a restoration of Papal domination, and all 
the horrors of the dark ages. But there is no need for fear in this 
direction—the days of inquisitions and sack-cloth witnessing are gone 
and gone forever. The current happening is a cause for rejoicing rather 
than for weeping; sounding forth, as it does, the footsteps of the Master. 
We have seen the Pope’s temporal power depart (Dan. 7:25; Rev. 
11:2). Since then we have seen his authority and system despised and 
hated (Rev. 17:16). And now we are beholding the beginning of the 
fulfilment of Rev. 18:7, and 17:13. The teaching of Dr. Thomas on this 
Roman question is deserving of special study at the present time. 

                                                                —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 
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To Obey Is Better Than Sacrifice 
“Now go, and smite Amalek, and UTTERLY DESTROY ALL that 

they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant 
and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.” 1 Samuel 15:3 

We remember that Moses was instructed to tell Joshua that God 
would— 

“Utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 

So now the direct commandment came to Saul, by way of the 
prophet Samuel, to utterly destroy this type of the power of sin. And 
Saul went down against Amalek and smote them with a terrible 
slaughter. 

“But Saul spared Agag, (type of Gog) and the best of the sheep and 
of the oxen and of the fatlings, and of the lambs, and all that was good, 
and WOULD NOT UTTERLY DESTROY them, but everything that was 
vile or refuse, THAT they destroyed utterly.” 

There are many lessons for us in the conduct of Saul on this 
occasion where the mind of the flesh justifies itself for disobedience. 
The first lesson, of course, is, for all of us, the most difficult: ALL OR 
NOTHING. Saul deceived himself that God would accept a token, or 
half-obedience. He must have known in his heart that partial obedience 
was disobedience. We remember God’s judgment upon Israel was— 

“According as ye have not kept my ways but HAVE BEEN PARTIAL 
in the law.” 

The. rebellion in destroying only what was vile or refuse, was, in 
God’s eyes, as the sin of witchcraft. The night before Samuel went to 
meet Saul the Lord had told him— 

“It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king, for he IS 
TURNED BACK, and hath not performed my commandments. And it 
grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the Lord all night.” 

Then we see Saul adding insult to injury as he greets Samuel with 
the hypocritical— 

“Blessed be thou of the Lord. I HAVE PERFORMED the 
commandment of the Lord.” 

Like Achan before him; as Ananias and Sapphira in the infant 
ecclesia of the first century, his lie was unto God. 

“And Samuel said unto him, What meaneth then, this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the cattle which I hear?” 

How grievous the sound would be to Samuel’s ears, confirming all 
that the Lord had told him the night before. God is not mocked. Sin 
cannot be hidden. Its bleating and lowing will be heard by all in the last 
day. What sadness must Saul have heard in Samuel’s reproof! 
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“Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offering and sacrifices, as 
in OBEYING THE VOICE OF THE LORD?” 

“Behold, TO OBEY IS better than SACRIFICE, and TO HEARKEN 
than the fat of rams.” 

OH, LET THESE WORDS BE ETCHED INTO OUR MINDS! For 
to seek forgiveness AFTER we have transgressed, instead of relying 
upon His will, and the strength He gives us to perform it, is dangerous 
ground indeed! 

Saul, feeling the distress and condemnation in Samuel’s words, 
attempts to shift the blame. 

“the PEOPLE” he argues, spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen, TO SACRIFICE UNTO THE LORD, (surely a laudable reason) 
thy (that is, Samuel’s) God.” 

Surely, we can see ourselves in Saul’s attempt to justify himself and 
implicate others in his own failure! 

We think of Baalam’s prophecy uttered as he looked upon Amalek 
in the plains of Moab— 

“Amalek was the first of the nations; but his latter end shall be that 
he perish forever!” 

A few verses previously (Num. 24:7), the Spirit had prophesied 
through him of Christ— 

“His (that is, Israel’s) king shall be higher than Agag, and his 
kingdom shall be exalted!” 

It SHALL come to pass, whether we be a part of it, or not. The 
Amalekites represent opposition to God and His purpose. Agag was a 
title of their leader, or king, whom Saul, in presumptuous disobedience, 
“saved alive.” The “wicked Haman” was an Agagite, and typified the 
same enemy. 

But we must not overlook the ‘Amalekite’ in ourselves that WE are 
commanded to UTTERLY DESTROY. This command closely parallels 
the one given to Saul and is found in Col. 3:5. 

“Mortify (UTTERLY DESTROY or put to death) your members 
which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection...and covetousness, which IS IDOLATRY; for which things 
sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience.” 

ALL the works of the flesh—EVERYTHING that opposes the 
development of the man of the spirit, we MUST UTTERLY destroy, 
and we CAN do it with the help of God. “...if ye, through the Spirit, do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye SHALL LIVE.” 

But we shall not escape if the bleating and lowing of deeds of flesh 
can still be heard in the day of account.                    —Bro. E.W. Banta 
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THOUGHTS GLEANED BY THE WAY   
By a Wayfarer 

“If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” 

Psalm 11:3 

Foundations CAN be undermined in a manner that is not apparent to 
outward observation, until suddenly the structure falls, and its fall is 
blamed on a slight gust of wind that just happened at the same time. 

The DEFENSE OF THE FOUNDATION is the first and the most 
urgent duty. UNITY is the cement that makes the foundation strong. To 
achieve unity, THERE MUST BE AN AGREED STANDARD, and 
that standard MUST govern. 

The natural minds of men vary as the four winds. But the Word of 
God is ONE: the mind of Christ is ONE. The scriptural standard is 
PERFECTION! 

“Be ye perfect.” 

We shall never in this life attain to perfection, but it must be our 
STANDARD to strive for. 

“It shall not return unto me void.” 

The word of God was delivered to sinful man for a specific purpose, 
and that purpose cannot fail. The individual can, and many will fail to 
conform to that purpose, but the purpose itself is not affected by the 
failure of one or more individuals who failed to appreciate the grand 
privilege of having an opportunity of becoming a part of that purpose. 

The God of heaven has spoken— 

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa.55:11). 

God sent forth His word, His law, His holy precepts, that a body of 
people might be called out from Jew and Gentile to compose “a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that 
ye should show forth the praises of him who bath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pet.l:9). 

The average “Christian” looks upon the commands of God as so 
many restrictions placed upon him which he should observe as a matter 
of duty, but which he is privileged to evade whenever possible. 

Such an attitude is as foolish as for one who has employed the 
services of a physician to evade taking the doctor’s medicine for 
various reasons. All divine instructions, all commands governing our 
duty to God is for the specific purpose of shaping those who have been 
called out to fit the divine pattern which God has designed as that 
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peculiar people who are being created to show forth His praise and 
glory, both now and in the ages to come. 

That purpose will be accomplished; that people will be created; the 
spiritual temple of living stones will be erected according to the 
purpose of the Divine Architect, Who is even now selecting, shaping 
and polishing the stones out of which that temple is to be erected. 

Whether or not we, as individuals, have a place in that building 
depends on whether or not we now compose that “peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” 

* * * 

“Consider the price of the field.” 

The success or failure of any venture in ordinary human activity 
depends on the extent to which the promoters thereof are able to 
estimate or appraise values; what to buy, what to let alone; what price 
to pay; what will or will not yield a profit. 

In like manner the zeal for, and the price one is willing to pay for a 
commodity is a certain indication of how much or how little a thing is 
valued. This rule applies with great force to religious matters—the 
supreme test of where the affections lie. 

The proper appraisal of values from a spiritual standpoint is referred 
to extensively in the scriptures. The apostle Paul compares Esau’s 
selling his birthright (which he values so lightly) to those who, failing 
to appreciate the hope of an eternal inheritance, stood in danger of 
losing it altogether. 

The Proverbs of Solomon are chiefly concerned with comparisons 
between that which is bad and that which is good; that which is 
valuable and that which is worthless; for instance— 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction... riches profit not bathe day, not the 
day of wrath; but righteousness delivereth from death” (1:7; 11:4). 

It is not in mortal man to properly appraise spiritual values, for “the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God.” Therefore, 
trying to appraise spiritual things on the basis of the thinking and 
opinions of sinful man is like a merchant taking advice from someone 
who knows and understands nothing about merchandising. 

Human thoughts and divine thoughts are contrary one to the other. 

“That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the 
sight of God.” 

A striking example of this principle is exhibited in the fanatical 
adoration given by the world to the sports celebrity and the entertainer 
while looking with disinterest and even contempt toward those who 



279—Berean 2018 

 

 

teach them and lead them toward a better way of life. Considered of 
great value by most people is physical strength; in the scriptures 
spiritual strength is the important thing. 

The laying up of wealth is considered by most people of the greatest 
importance. The Lord Jesus said— “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth... but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” 

When the Lord Jesus spoke of the relative value of spiritual things 
and those that are natural, he did not compare spiritual values to the 
small and insignificant things that men treasure; he spoke of the things 
that are valued the highest according to human estimation—the nearest 
and dearest relatives, and their houses and lands. 

How many have fallen away from the Truth for love of “Treasure 
on earth.” How many have fallen away because of the adverse 
influences of worldly relatives! Yet Christ teaches us that none of these 
things are worth considering in comparison with the gifts of eternal life. 

If we lose the crown of life, it may not be because we had no love 
for the Truth, but because we loved other things more. It may be 
because we failed to properly estimate, according to the divine method 
of appraisal, the true value of the things of the spirit and the 
worthlessness of the many things on which we are prone to set our 
hearts if led by the flesh.                                  —Bro. Oscar Beauchamp 

 

Answer to Prayer 
“May I ask your experience in the matter of answer of prayer? Has 

God vouchsafed you of His mercy and faithfulness UNDOUBTED 
responses to supplication presented through Christ our Lord and Great 
High Priest?”  

SOME things asked for we have received, and some we have not. 
But we should not feel discouraged if God were apparently to turn a 
deaf ear to all our requests. We should consider that His wisdom 
required the denial of all our desires, as in the case of Job (6:8-11; 
13:24-26; 19:7-11). David had to say sometimes (Ps. 22:2)—  

“O, my God, I cry in the day time, but Thou hearest not!”  

Man is small, and life is short; and the issues of futurity are 
immeasurable, and can only be truly judged by unerring Wisdom. For 
this reason, all our petitions should be qualified with the recognition of 
the will of God as the supreme regulator. We should ‘in everything give 
thanks’ (lThess. 5:18; Phil. 4:6), and in all our petitions subordinate our 
own ideas and wishes to the perfect will of God. Christ has given us an 
example in his own prayer to the Father in Gethsemane (Mark14:36)— 

“Take away this cup from me: nevertheless, not what I will, but 
what Thou wilt.”  
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This qualification makes us certain of an answer to all our prayers, 
even if we do not get the answer in the very form we may ask it. This is 
John’s reasoning— “This is the confidence that we have in Him, that if 
we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us. And if we know 
that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petition 
we desired of Him.”  

That is, true children of God would desire nothing that God sees 
not fit to give. What He sees fit, that He gives. And this being what we 
ask, we know that we always have what we ask. And here we rest, even 
in the midst of the most direful experiences, knowing experience of evil 
is part of the instrumentality by which God is preparing children for 
Himself, during this transitory age of evil, against the perfect and 
endless ages beyond.                   —Bro. Roberts, 1892  

The greatest proof of God’s love can be not getting our petitions, even 
those we wanted most.  GVG 

“Brother” 
“Why do you speak of ‘Edward Turney,’ ‘David Handley’? Why 

don’t you call them ‘brother’ or at least give them the title ‘Mr.’?” 

WE have no wish to be harsh or discourteous. The men referred to 
have had a certain standing in the Truth by their former profession. 
‘Mr.’ would conceal this. Yet their present position being one of 
‘renunciation’ of what they believed, they cannot be called ‘brother’ 
without implying that the doctrine of the Sacrifice of Christ is of no 
importance. We take the middle ground of simply using their natural 
names when there is occasion to refer to them, after the apostolic 
fashion illustrated in Paul’s allusion to Phygellus and Hermogenes (2 
Tim. 1:15).  

True that a man once a brother is always a brother, in the technical 
sense, till the Lord cut him off at the judgment seat. But if he depart 
from the Faith, the term ceases to be a convenient description of him. 
Paul, who talked of ‘our brother Timothy,’ did not talk of Our brother 
Hymeneus’ or Our brother Alexander,’ tho these were ‘brethren’ in the 
technical sense. He spoke of ‘Hymeneus’ & ‘Alexander,’ simply. A 
man’s natural name is the most inoffensive mode of description when 
he has separated himself in any way from the Household of Faith. The 
titular prefix of ‘Mr.’ is omitted by courtesy in such a case.  

                                                                           —Bro. Roberts, 1875  

IT is a subject requiring judgment, rather than a black-and-white 
answer. Bro. Roberts always referred to bro. Andrew as ‘bro.’ though he 
abandoned and opposed a fundamental principle of the Gospel. He did 
not, however, ‘renounce’ the Truth as such. (See Berean, June, 1980, p. 
186). Anything less than our best is offering God a blemished sacrifice: 
this is an insult. GVG 
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Bible Predestination 
THE Bible teaches certain cases of individual predestination. You 

will find one in Jer.1:5, and another in 1 Pet.1:20. Also, as regards all 
the chosen at last, we have the testimony that they are foreknown and 
predestinated (Rom. 8:29).  

But this is a different predestination from Calvinistic 
predestination. It is in rigid harmony with all the other appointments of 
God. Those who are foreknown will also become believers of the 
Gospel, which is the appointed ‘power of God unto salvation’ 
(Rm.1:16). And that not in any miraculous manner, but by the hearing 
of the Word, which generates the faith that produces the obedience that 
is the basis of final acceptance (Rom.10:17; Jam. 2:20; 2 Pet.1:8).  

Probation, and the awards of the judgment seat, have their full 
place in the Bible scheme of foreknowledge. The foreknowledge 
embraces every element in the process. It is not like gloomy Calvinism. 
It is a thing fit, complete, and beautiful.  

On the whole, there is ground for your suggestion that ‘people who 
die without having come within the sound of the Gospel, or have been 
unable to understand it’ are by that circumstance shown to be ‘not those 
who would be likely to serve God’s purpose or to glorify His Name.’ 
                    —Bro. Roberts, 1892  

Studies and Thoughts 
‘SCIENCE’ AND TRUTH 

THE Gospel of the Kingdom and its Mystery were proclaimed 

under the unerring inspiration of the Spirit of the Father, by Jesus and 

the Apostles. These were guided into ‘all the truth’—John 16:13, and 

delivered to their contemporaries: 

“The righteousness of the Deity witnessed by the Law and the 

Prophets” (Rom. 3:21). 

—pure & simple: therefore styled ‘the simplicity that is in Christ’—

2 Cor. 11: 3.  

Those who were ‘taught of God’—John 6:45 by the enlightening 

influence of the Word preached, & had the good sense to rest satisfied 

with the Truth ‘once for all delivered to them’—Jude 3, were nourished 

by it, & grew to be strong young men and fathers in Christ—1 John 2: 

12-14; 1 Cor. 11: 3. These were ‘not wise after the flesh’ in the general, 

but ‘foolish, weak & base’ in the estimation of the ‘wise, mighty & 

noble of the world’—1 Cor. 1: 19-31.  

The Flesh, or the Devil, denounced the wisdom of the Deity; & the 

Deity, through His inspired servants, retaliated the charge.  



                                                                                                      Berean 2018—282 

 

 

This then was the issue in the beginning: The Wisdom from Above 

vs. The Wisdom from Beneath—James 3: 15. On one side was 

illiteracy, weakness, humbleness, poverty, AND THE TRUTH. On the 

other side, learning, power, pride of life, all the feelings and sympathies 

of the flesh, riches, and worldly wisdom.  

Science and Philosophy, backed by all that the world calls ‘good & 

great,’ marshalled themselves against the Fishermen of Galilee, whose 

strength and power in the controversy was—  

“The unadulterated (adolos) milk of the Word” (1 Peter 2:2). 

This they preached, and by this, as a 2-edged sword, they made war 

in the spirit of death or victory. But a current correspondent says—  

“One who hasn’t a knowledge & belief of the sciences cannot 

understand the Bible.” 

This is downright nonsense. What are called ‘the sciences’ were 

unknown to the ‘wise and prudent’ of Paul’s time, & also to the 

‘babes.’ Yet those babes are said to have understood the Scriptures. 

Paul tells us Timothy understood Moses & the Prophets from 

childhood. Yet he was ignorant of Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, 

Electrical Science, etc.  

“I thank Thee, O Father, (said Jesus) that Thou hast not revealed 

these things to the wise & prudent, but to babes; for so it seemed good 

in Thy sight” (Matt. 11:25).  

It is these very sciences, in which smatterers are constantly 

dabbling, that obfuscate their unskilled intellects, so as to make them 

unimpressible by the Word. They catch a glimpse of a scientific 

principle, and with this imperfectly understood, & all their scientific 

stock in trade, they set up their theories in judgment upon the Bible; 

and command it to speak thereto. Such is the folly of the wise in their 

own conceit.  

‘Science’ is all very well in its place, if it be true science, & not 

babbling about science. Truth natural and revealed all originates from 

the Deity. Natural truth discovered and systematized by human 

observation is called Science. And Truth that cannot be discovered 

experimentally and inductively—but comes to us by the will of God 

through ‘holy men’ specially moved to speak and write it by His 

Spirit—is divine science or system of knowledge called revelation. 

This is ALWAYS THE SAME. Time changes not its facts, purposes, 

testimonies or reasonings.  

But not so with human science. What passes for science in one age 

is repudiated in another. Hence the science of Paul’s age is an old 
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wife’s fable in ours. And much of what now passes for first rate science 

will be exploded in less than 50 years as vain babblings.  

The natural sciences cannot expound ‘the things of the Spirit of 

God.’ The profoundest knowledge of chemistry, astronomy or 

physiology cannot answer the question “What has God prepared for 

them that love Him?” The answer to this question cannot be read ‘in 

trees and stones and running brooks.’ All nature is dumb and silent as 

the grave upon it. Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, Euclid to Leibnitz, Davy & 

Faraday with all their ‘principles & facts,’ couldn’t approach within the 

shadow of a shade of ‘the things prepared.’ This is the testimony of 

Scripture, whatever speculators in science may say to the contrary.  

All the prophets and apostles could answer this question, and have 

done so, though ignorant of what is called ‘science’ in our time. But 

with all their ignorance of this, they were better physiologists than any 

now extant, for none of these can demonstrate the motive power of the 

animal machinery called MAN; & he that is ignorant of this is a mere 

quack.  

The Bible has well defined the nature of man’s disease & prescribes 

a remedy which is the only true one, of which theologians & scientists 

are alike ignorant. Paul, teacher of the Gentiles (including scientists), 

says:  

“Avoid profane, vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely 

so-called, which some professing, have erred concerning the Faith” (1 

Tim. 6:20).  

Paul’s interpretations were independent of science, which he 

pronounced ‘false’ when all the world protested it was the true wisdom. 

Paul declared that it was folly, and his judgment has been endorsed as 

true & altogether right by all the real lights of the ‘science’ of today. 

His interpretations were true, and only true, yet he knew nothing of 

modern ‘science.’ So, the truths of revelation are perfectly intelligible 

to all unsophisticated, unspoiled, childlike inquirers after them, without 

any aid that ‘science’ can afford.  

The mere man of science is a fool in the ‘deep things of God,’ in 

which the unscientific man of an intelligent faith is as the sun in mid-

heaven to a lightning bug, compared to him. Our friend is welcome to 

the bugs, big and little, light and dark. Give us the ‘fools’ whose science 

is the Word of God which lives and abides FOR EVER. 

                                                                            —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 
The Psalms 

Psalm 9:3 

“When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at 

thy presence.” 

As was pointed out a while back this Psalm, though penned by 

David prophetically shows us those things which are to come to pass. 

Those things which would help sustain Christ during his time of 

probation.  

One of the interesting things about the poetry of the Psalms, is 

poetic writing says a similar point in the beginning and end of the 

verse. We have that in this Psalm. It becomes even more apparent when 

we think upon the fact that when the enemies of Christ are turned back, 

they go to the grave and return to the dust of the ground from which 

they were taken “for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

(Genesis 3:19). They are condemned by the Adamic sentence under 

which they are born. From this sentence, nothing can deliver any man 

but the gospel of the kingdom, faithfully obeyed. The Scriptures 

bountifully proclaim of that which is to be done to His enemies, the 

wicked. It is written, “But those mine enemies, which would not that I 
should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” (Luke 

19:27). 

Psalm 9:4 

For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou satest in the 

throne judging right. 

Both David and Jesus give full credit to Yahweh as the Power that 
“maintained my right and my cause.” Or as a better rendering, 
“maintained my verdict and my sentence.” The judgment seat of Christ 
has more to do than just rendering a verdict of eternal life or eternal 
death. It deals out punishment to “those who are contentious and do 
not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness.” It decrees “indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil” (Romans 2:8, 9). The time is fast approaching when we should 
stand before Him who “sits in the throne judging right.” There is no 
time left for the foolishness of the world. Our hearts and minds must be 
devoted to the study and contemplation of the word of God. That we 
might be obedient servants, knowledgeable of our Lord’s commands, 
selling all that we have to purchase that Pearl of great price.             
Continued next month should the Lord will                             bro. Beryl Snyder 


