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Ecclesial News 
KENYA-ZAMBIA 

Hello brothers and sisters, 
We come in the one hope of Israel. It is with joy we welcome our new 
sister to the household, Bervelyn Tembo. She was a former sister from 
Central and after seeing the issues there she has made the decision to 
join us on that walk to Zion. 

Our sister lives in Zambia, Central Africa. She made the 3 days 
journey by bus to the Bible School to meet the Bereans at our annual 
Youth Gathering. Many know her on social media, Facebook as 
Bervelyn Kidz Queen. Her interview started on our trip last year in 
Malawi but due to illness we had to postpone the rest of the interview, 
so now she has joined us in fellowship after completing the interview 
process. 

Please welcome our new sister to the fellowship and also pray that 
we all can be encouraged at this news. Our sister is well versed in the 
things of the truth and holds her own First Principles class in Solwezi, 
Zambia with a few interested friends. 

We ask that you pray for the brotherhood and also pray that we have 
a fruitful journey to Malawi next week as we visit and encourage our 
Brother Victor Magwira. Both our brother in Malawi and our new sister 
in Zambia are in isolation. So please keep them in your thoughts and 
prayers.                                                      One Love in Christ, Bob Bent 

 

Editorial 

Fear Thou Not for I Am With Thee 
Ever since the day of his ascension, and during all the years that 

have followed, Jesus' words have rung in the ears of the faithful— 

“I WILL COME AGAIN!” 

The first century passed into history, and the second century came. 
Earnest and faithful brethren came upon the scene; but they lived in a 
difficult and perilous period. It was the time of the great persecutions. 
Every year, they watched for him: prayed for him: they cried out in the 
midst of suffering. But he did not appear. They, too, died in faith—
some under natural circumstances, while many died in the midst of 
intense suffering. They fell, one by one, with the words of Jesus ringing 
in their ears— 

“I WILL COME AGAIN!” 

Time passed, and gradually the iron hand of persecution weakened, 
until now it is gone. Year after year, and century after century, passed 
by—until we come to the present. But still he has not come. We also 
look for him. We hope and pray for him, knowing that what God has 
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promised, He is able, and will, perform. The words of Habakkuk ring in 
our ears day after day— 

“For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it SHALL 
speak, and not lie. 
“Though it tarry (linger), WAIT FOR IT; because it will surely come, it 
will not tarry (delay, be beyond its time—different word)”—Hab. 2:3. 

Though we may weaken, though our faith may slacken—still 
GOD'S purpose remains sure and steadfast. Someday the waiting will 
come to an end, and the cry will go forth— 

'THE LORD IS HERE!” 

The supreme question that will come into the mind of every brother 
and sister at this present time should be, “Will I be ready when he 
comes?” The moment he does come, all present worldly things, which 
seem so desirable and important now, will turn to mocking ashes in our 
hands.                                                   —Bro. George A. Gibson, Editor 

 

GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 
(To be held Yahweh Willing) 

DECEMBER YOUTH GATHERING Lampasas........................Dec 29-31, 2017 

Please ask Bro. Nathan or Sis. Joanne Phillips with any questions 
BOSTON STUDY WEEKEND.….….……….………………...…Feb 17–18, 2018 

Bro. James Sommerville  508-292-6257 
HOLLADAY STUDY WEEKEND.….….……………………...…Mar 10–11, 2018 

Bro. Jeremy Osborne - call or text 774-262-3003 or e-mail   josborne827@gmail.com 
Bro.Don Miller   call or text 330-284-4416  or e-mail  donaldg.miller@yahoo.com 
Bro. Noah Brown  call or text  731-468-0843   or e-mail  sbsugar@hotmail.com 
LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING.….….………………June 8–10, 2018 

Information to follow next month God Willing 
HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….…………….….….....July 22-29, 2018 

Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on 1st and 2nd Peter 
 

To Know Wisdom 
“ T o  know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of 

understanding; to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, judgment 
and equity”—Proverbs 1:2. 

That is the preamble. That outlines the purpose of the book. Then he 
lays his foundation—the basis of all wisdom (v.7), 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge”— any learning 
or activity that does not include, or is not based upon, the fear of the Lord 
is foolishness, ignorance, lack of knowledge. Any accumulation of 
knowledge that is not founded on the fear of the Lord is like putting new 
wine into old bottles—in a very short time the vessel perishes and the 

tel:(774)%20262-3003
mailto:josborne827@gmail.com
tel:(330)%20284-4416
mailto:donaldg.miller@yahoo.com
tel:(731)%20468-0843
mailto:sbsugar@hotmail.com
tel:512-577-1119
mailto:markbraune@gmail.com
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knowledge is lost and the effort is wasted and the laborer is shown to be 
a short-sighted fool. It is like building an imposing edifice on the sand. 

And it is foolishness because it is being done when something 
infinitely more important should be done. Worldly knowledge is not 
always of itself foolishness, but the pursuit of it is, because it has no 
ultimate value to the pursuer, while a similar expenditure of time and 
effort in the right direction will bring eternal life. 

We haven't begun to build anything permanent or valuable until we 
acknowledge the fear of the Lord, and our position in relation to Him. 

“Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth” (Ecc. 12:1). 

That is, remember Him now in the day of opportunity. Realize the 
folly of earthly pursuits before decrepit impotence and failing powers of 
old age force upon you the realization of opportunities for ever lost. 

Of those who scorn wisdom and pursue evil, Solomon says (v.18): 

“They lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own 
lives.” 

Little do they realize this deep and fundamental truth, but it is 
undeniably so. Everything we do is really done to, or for, ourselves. In 
the ultimate, we ourselves are the recipients. 

“If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou scornest, 
thou alone shalt bear it” (Prov. 9:12). 

We determine our own judgment. Solomon says later (Prov. 26:27): 

“He that diggeth a pit shall fall therein; and he that rolleth a stone, it 
will return upon him.” 

And Jesus confirms this divine law of retribution (Matt. 7:2)— 

“With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” 

If we mete out mercy and love, we are meting it to ourselves. If we 
mete out selfishness and severity, that too is to ourselves. 

All will come back, like bread upon the waters. All will return either 
to bless or curse us, though we may have long forgotten it: 

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 

Therefore, concludes Solomon (Eccl. 7:25 RV)— 

“Wickedness is folly, and foolishness is madness.” 

Wickedness is folly because a course contrary to divine law is self-
destruction. We cannot mock God. We either accept His love or we 
receive His anger. Self-will is suicide. Solomon in the second chapter 
likens the desires of the flesh to the appeals of a strange woman enticing 
the simple to their own destruction. 
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“None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the 
paths of life” (2:19). 

On the other hand, wisdom is a friend, safe counselor and com-
panion—faithful handmaid of God and instructor of His children: 

“Wisdom crieth without: she uttereth her voice in the streets.” 

The excellence of wisdom over folly is such that verily shouts at us 
from every hand: 

“She crieth at us in the streets, in the chief place of concourse, in the 
openings of gates.” 

At every turn, in letter of fire, it is proclaimed that— 

“Wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.” 

And what is wisdom? A recognition of the facts, and acting in 
harmony with them. A perception of things as they really are. A 
discernment of the true proportion and relative importance of things, all 
founded on the fear of the Lord. 

There are things that remain and there are things that perish. Wisdom 
distinguishes between them. Wisdom leads us to ask ourselves why we 
do things and insists upon a satisfactory answer. Wisdom demands a 
conscious and candid examination of our activities in the light of the 
things that are eternal. Are we spending our substance for that which is 
not bread? Are we foolishly throwing our efforts and labors into a bag 
full of holes? 

“Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she will 
keep thee” (Prov. 4:6). 

“For whoso findeth wisdom findeth life, and shall obtain favor of the 
Lord. But he that sinneth against wisdom wrongeth his own soul: all they 
that hate her love death” (8:35-36). 

“Let every man examine himself,” counsels the apostle (1 Cor. 
11:28). And again, “Let no man deceive himself” (1 Cor. 3:18). For self-
deception there is little cure. 

“In many things we offend all,” says James (3:2), and there is 
always hope, if we are prepared to meet the verdict of conscience and 
wisdom, but if we refuse to face a self-examination—if we will not 

recognize at least to ourselves how miserably short our best efforts 
come and how much God's service demands—where is the possibility 
of improvement?                                                   —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

Athaliah—”That Wicked Woman” 

Good morning my dear Brethren and Sisters in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. So far this week we have heard some very good exhortations on 

various women of renown, women of faith. From these we have 
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derived many principles of faith. These have all been women who have 

provided us with very positive examples of righteous women, whom 

we can all strive to emulate in some form or another in our wilderness 

wanderings unto the Kingdom of God. 

And then we have the subject of this morning’s exhortation— 

Athaliah. She on the other hand, cannot be placed into this category. 

She, along with her mother, Queen Jezebel require a class all of their 

own. What a nasty piece of work she was!! As we contemplate this 

wicked woman, Athaliah, we can’t help but wonder why Yahweh chose 

to place her murderous, terror-filled, horrific rule in His holy inspired 

Word of Truth. We recognize that He is the great orchestrator and 

architect of all human life, and therefore it is our duty to study the 

matter out to understand the purpose of the divine mind in placing her 

permanently on record.  

 I’m sure most of us have heard the adage—you don't appreciate the 

good things in life until something bad happens. Then your eyes are 

opened to how good things were. I’m sure many of us can even relate 

to these words, and perhaps, this is one reason why we are considering 

this particularly unsavoury woman in our thoughts this morning. If all 

we had to read of in Scripture was faithful after faithful individual, we 

perhaps wouldn't appreciate them as much as after we compare them 

with those of the same flesh and blood, even of royal lineage, who were 

of the caliber of this sinister woman, Athaliah. 

Throughout our consideration of this record of the very dark and 

godless era of time and Scripture, we must keep in back of our minds 

that this is not simply a human collection of history, but it is Divine. 

Rightly so, we call to mind Proverbs 25: 2, which says: “It is the glory 

of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a 

matter.” We instinctively apply this Scriptural principle to Israel’s 

history and its truth is evidenced. Thus having received the natural 

things of the record, we look to understand the spiritual counterpart—

first the natural, then the spiritual. With this Scripturally-encouraged 

viewpoint, our interest is heightened, and we understand the past to be 

reflection, or type, a shining light on those things we can anticipate to 

transpire in the future, at the precise moment our Heavenly Father has 

appointed. Contemplating this aspect of historic prefigurement, we 

realize that these things form part of the “things written aforetime” in 

order that through them we might gain strength, comfort, patience, and 

hope.  

Throughout the Scriptures, and even as we have seen in the world’s 

history of the last 150 years, Yahweh has used the most unsavoury 

individuals (from a human point of view) to carry out His will and 
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perform certain functions. Athaliah was an exceptional example of this 

baser two-legged sort!    

We’re told in 2 Kings 11:3: “…And Athaliah did reign over the 

land.” Immediately our minds are floored at the spectacle—a woman 

occupying the throne of David! And what a woman at that!! For she 

was not a daughter of Sarah, but rather she was a Canaanitish 

idolater—one who was the epitome of all that is abominable and 

detestable in the sight of God.  

We can’t help but to shake our heads and ask, ‘how could this 

happen?’ What can be the meaning of this apparent anomaly? Before 

we can allow our faith to be shaken, and in order to obtain a proper 

understanding of this insurrection in Israel, it is needful that we revisit 

its history, trace its origin and consider its development. Who was 

Athaliah? Where did she come from? How did she become the Queen 

of Judah? 

It has been said that the character and personality of a child are 

influenced 75% by hereditary factors and 25% by environmental 

factors. If this be the case, in the account of Athaliah, who is described 

in Scripture as “that wicked woman,” she was indeed influenced by 

both factors to the limit.  

Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, King and Queen of 

Israel; she was also the wife of Jehoram, son of and successor to 

Jehoshaphat, King of Judah. The characters of these 2 kings—fathers 

respectively of Athaliah and her husband—and their relationship to 

each other, demands our attention at the outset of the consideration of 

Athaliah. Upon establishing these background details, we will be 

enabled to comprehend how such an unthinkable, disastrous state came 

about in Zion.  

Jehoshaphat and Ahab were contemporary kings of Judah and Israel 

from about 873-853 B.C. Our introduction to Athaliah is first found in 

Scripture in 2 Kings 8:18 recounting the beginning of Jehoram’s reign 

over Judah: “and he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the 

house of Ahab: for the daughter of Ahab was his wife: and he did evil 

in the sight of the Lord.”  

We know full well that Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, was a good 

king and walked according to God’s ways from the words recorded in 2 

Chronicles 17: 3-5: “And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he 

walked in the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto 

Baalim; But sought to the Lord God of his father, and walked in his 

commandments, and not after the doings of Israel. Therefore the Lord 

stablished the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah brought to 

Jehoshaphat presents; and he had riches and honour in abundance.” 
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Truly he possessed a character pleasing to contemplate, resulting in 

great blessings; the Lord was with him and the land had peace.  

The inhabitants of Judah enjoyed the consequent blessings of a 

righteous reign for 25 years we’re told. At his death we have this 

record, that: “he walked in the way of Asa his father, and departed not 

from it, doing that which was right in the sight of the Lord.” Could this 

not be something that any of us would love to have said of ourselves? 

And from such a sentiment, we would naturally expect to find a 

continuation of this upright character in his son and successor.  Albeit 

we should hope for such a continuance, this is not always the case, is 

it? Instead, however, of this happy condition continuing, an era of 

bloodshed and idolatry immediately commences; the outcome of which 

is the spectacle presented to us of a woman ruling Judah—a worshipper 

of Baal, established in Zion.   

There’s always more to a story, and this one is no exception. There 

must have been some weakness in the character of Jehoshaphat. As a 

result, he did wrong by allowing his son to take to wife Athaliah—

daughter of perhaps the most evil pair in all of Scripture, Ahab and 

Jezebel.  It brings to our minds a situation we have all seen many times 

before—where a brother and sister, who are deeply rooted in the truth, 

completely devoted to Yahweh, possibly even considered pillars of the 

truth, whose child or children are drawn away by the world. The pull of 

the world is incredibly strong and it affects us all to varying degrees. 

There’s probably not a family here that cannot relate to this stark 

scenario. That’s precisely what we see here with King Jehoshaphat. 

Although we find such an admirable character in Jehoshaphat, 

nevertheless we can trace the origin of this great evil to him. It seems 

he was missing that principle which is so characteristic to the prophets 

and God’s children of times past—that is, the stern contention for the 

truth and the intense drive to remain separate from the world. Even 

though he was so zealous in repressing idolatry and teaching the law of 

the Lord to his own people, yet we still find him in a friendship with 

one of whom it is written that did evil in the sight of the Lord above all 

that were before him.  

Based on the opposite characters of these two men, we would be 

inclined to think that Jehoshaphat would not have joined hands with 

such a notorious evil doer as Ahab. But the record continues in 1 Kings 

22:2-4 that: “Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of 

Israel.” “And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle 

to Ramoth Gilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am as 

thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses.” Here it 

is—Jehoshaphat’s grave error in making alliance with the house of 
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Ahab. Essentially he placed his whole resources at Ahab’s disposal. If 

this wasn’t enough, he later seals the present fate of the kingdom of 

Judah by allowing his son to take the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel to 

wife.  

So here before us, we have a red, flashing warning beacon to all 

ages of the dangers of “being unequally yoked together.” This is one of 

the major themes in the study of Athaliah that jumped out at me—the 

importance of prayerfully and patiently seeking out a spouse that is 

“only in the Lord,” and the full comprehension of the lifetime of 

sorrow, a watered-down walk in the truth, and continual contention on 

the things of the Lord that can be experienced if we circumvent this 

Scriptural approach to marriage “only in the Lord.” 

Returning our thoughts again to the hereditary aspect that factors in 

the formation of a person’s character; the apple did not fall far from the 

tree in the case of this wicked woman Athaliah. In his book, 

Undesigned Scriptural Coincidences, J.J. Blunt has the following to say 

on this topic (I quote): “Singular, indeed, is the hideous resemblance of 

Athaliah to her mother, though our attention is not at all directed to the 

likeness; and were the fidelity of the history staked upon the few 

incidents in it which relates to this female fiend, it would be safe—so 

characteristic are they of the child of Jezebel: the same thirst for blood; 

the same lust of dominion, whether in the state or the household; the 

same unfeminine influence over the kings their husbands; Jezebel the 

setter-up of Baal in Israel; Athaliah in Judah;—those bitter fountains 

from which disasters innumerable flowed to either kingdom, preparing 

the one for a Shalmanezer, the other for a Nebuchadnezzar.” (end 

quote) 

As far as the environment in which this Athaliah would have lived 

during her formative years as a child, we realize that she descended 

from the house of Omri, the father of Ahab, one of Israel’s most wicked 

kings, and her mother Jezebel, an equally notoriously evil woman. So 

Athaliah, having lived with such wicked parents would’ve witnessed 

the daily worship of idols and neglect of everything that God had laid 

down for true worship and for the conduct of His people. How ironic 

that this woman’s name means: ‘Yahweh is exalted’ or ‘Yah hath 

afflicted’.  

How quickly, Brethren and Sisters, do we find that we can be 

influenced, perhaps even unknowingly, by our interactions with those 

of the world around us? Influenced in our speech, our actions, our 

thoughts. If we see an inappropriate image on the TV or internet, how 

impossibly hard is it to rid it from our minds? Our minds have such an 

affinity to and tendency to latch on to everything which is pleasing to 
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the flesh and by design contrary to those which are pleasing to our 

Heavenly Father. How unfortunate it is that we can't latch on to and 

remember effortlessly the things of the truth—those which are so 

essential to our walk unto the Kingdom and the proper understanding of 

the Scriptures! Wouldn't it be wonderful if these things came so 

naturally and we had to strive to attain unto wickedness? As nice as this 

may be to contemplate, Genesis 6:5 gives us the true synopsis of the 

flesh; for it says: “God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 

earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his (man’s) heart 

was only evil continually.” This is precisely why we are weak and 

leaky vessels in continual need of filling and refilling with the Word of 

God and the study of it. For how else are we to purge out the evil 

thoughts and intents of the heart unless we replace them with those that 

are pure and honest and good?   

Therefore we, understanding the readiness with which human nature 

absorbs all things contrary to the mind of God, and the vile nature of 

the worship of Baal so agreeable to the flesh which devised it, we 

would only expect a replication in the offspring, or perhaps, something 

worse. Such was the family with whom Jehoshaphat made affinity and 

also selected a wife for his eldest son who was to succeed him on the 

throne of David.  

What do the Scriptures tell us of this Jehoram, successor to King 

Jehoshaphat? 2 Chronicles 21:14 records: “Now Jehoshaphat slept with 

his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. And 

Jehoram his son reigned in his stead…The kingdom gave he to 

Jehoram; because he was the firstborn. Now when Jehoram was risen 

up to the kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself, and slew all 

his brethren with the sword, and divers also of the princes of Israel.”  

What an appalling introduction to this new king of Judah! Though he 

was a son brought up in the way he should go, what advantage was it 

when he took a serpent for his help-meet?  

Whatever Jehoram’s disposition was, we can be sure his wife, 

Athaliah, as a fluent worshipper of Baal, was filled with all the deadly 

hatred that Jezebel exhibited against the people of the Lord. Once she 

had the power in her hands via the domineering authority she had over 

the king, we see it at once take effect at the onset of Jehoram’s reign. 

Let us repeat that which we stated earlier, this time from the parallel 

record to the Kings, 2 Chronicles 21:6: “He (Jehoram) walked in the 

way of the kings of Israel, like as did the house of Ahab: FOR he had 

the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he wrought that which was evil in the 

eyes of the Lord.” Thus was the influence of the wife over her husband, 

and was the cause of the great evils which plagued this dark era of the 

Kingdom of Judah.  
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The record informs us that upon assuming the throne and 

strengthening himself, King Jehoram slew all his brethren with the 

sword, and divers also of the princes of Israel. This, most likely, was to 

acquire the vast wealth of great gifts of silver, and of gold, and of 

precious things, with fenced cities in Judah that Jehoshaphat had given 

his other sons. Note carefully how many siblings Jehoram had slain—

that’s right, 6; we’ll touch on this later. But do you think this brutal 

slaying of Jehoram’s brethren is merely a coincidence with the similar 

account of his mother-in-law actively and forcefully slaying righteous 

Naboth, to acquire the beautiful garden the Lord had given him for an 

inheritance? Undoubtedly not! This was the overpowering influence of 

Athaliah, working in her husband, simply following the nauseating 

example of her mother.    

But God was not slow to bring punishment upon Jehoram. The 

divine verdict of his life and prescribed vindication are spelled out in 2 

Chronicles 21:12-15. Here we read: “And there came a writing to him 

from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of David thy 

father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy 

father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, But hast walked in the way 

of the kings of Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, 

and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father's house, which were better 

than thyself: Behold, with a great plague will the Lord smite thy people, 

and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy goods: And thou shalt have 

great sickness by disease of thy bowels…” As we read in the next few 

verses, these things shortly came to pass.  

There is no language that can describe the horror of such a death—

the merited reward of an iniquitous life. To remove all doubt as to what 

kind of person he was, his epithet is recorded in verses 19 & 20: “his 

people made no burning for him, like the burning of his fathers… and 

he departed without being desired.” Jehoram was a superb example of 

the apostolic teaching that the Lord is not mocked, and he that soweth 

to the flesh shall reap corruption.  

By the death of Jehoram, Athaliah is left a widow and the now 

vacant throne is filled by his youngest son, Ahaziah, being the only one 

who escaped death at the hands of the “band that came with the 

Arabians.” In this sparing of a single son, we recognize the hand of the 

Lord in preserving one of the house of David to fulfil God’s promise to 

him.  

What kind of person and leader do you think this Ahaziah was? His 

bloodline was corrupt in Ahab and Jezebel, but became far worse and 

reached an unprecedented state of wickedness at the hands of Jehoram 
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and Athaliah. Despite all hopes for a revolution from this exponential 

corruption and evil extant in the Kingdom of Judah, we can’t possibly 

help but ponder: “Can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit?” History 

reveals their offspring to be cut from the same cloth as we’re told in 2 

Chronicles 22: 3-4! “He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab: 

for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly. Wherefore he did evil 

in the sight of the Lord like the house of Ahab: for they were his 

counsellors after the death of his father to his destruction.”   

The reign of Ahaziah proved to be a very short one; for his downfall 

is equated to that of his grandfather, Jehoshaphat, from whom all this 

evil stems. Like Jehoshaphat, who developed and harboured an affinity 

with the house of Ahab, his grandson, Ahaziah, rekindled and 

strengthened this bond once again by joining his uncle Joram in the 

battle against the Assyrians at Ramoth Gilead.   

So it appears at this juncture, that the kingdoms of Judah and Israel 

have now been reunited under a common family lineage, heading in a 

common direction, while serving a common God… But this is no time 

to get our hopes up! For we all let out a groan when we acknowledge 

that it is this wicked house of Ahab, spiraling out-of-control practicing 

idolatry laced with prostitution and all manner of immorality while 

serving the false god Baal! Where was the Kingdom of God? The 

people and the land were truly there, but the kingdom was not! The 

highly exalted name of Yahweh—both regally and ecclesiastically—

was no longer in Zion.  

The one, true God of Israel had had enough and could stand it no 

longer; it was time to clean house! We’re told in 2 Chronicles 22:7 

(ESV): “But it was ordained by God that the downfall of Ahaziah 

should come about through his going to visit Joram. For when he came 

there, he went out with Jehoram to meet Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom 

the Lord had anointed to destroy the house of Ahab.”  

Jehu, known as Yahweh’s Avenger, did just that; he manifested an 

unquenchable zeal for the Lord as he carried out the mission of 

annihilating Ahab’s house. So it appeared that by the sword of God in 

the hand of Jehu, there were none remaining to assume the royal throne 

of Judah. The opportunity had finally presented itself; once again the 

throne was vacant and within her grasp, so Athaliah seized the 

opportunity to gratify the overpowering impulses of the flesh and 

capitalize on the golden chance to reach this pinnacle of power and 

fame! 

This is precisely what she did; for she is the only woman to ever 

successfully sit on the throne of either Israel or Judah—this was a new 

thing in the earth! No doubt the teachings and practices of Baal were 
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devoid of the natural affections which inhabit the breast of mankind, 

but prompted her to callously murder all her own flesh and blood, her 

own grandchildren (except for one—Joash, an infant who was hidden), 

to remove any obstacles and future heirs to the royal throne. By the 

very nature of these detestable practices, such a hatred for all the ways 

of Yahweh would exist as well as a corrupt system of government 

being a far cry from the divine method revealed through the Book of 

the Law, in which every new king to ascend the throne was 

commanded to write out a copy for himself.  

Here we have Baal as the center of worship with the authority of 

God usurped by a Canaanitish woman. Is this not precisely the 

condition of things in our very day—God has no kingdom on Earth; 

His power and authority are usurped by a “woman” who has acquired 

this elevated position, as Athaliah did, through much bloodshed.  

Scripture gives us a perfect description of the latter-day Athaliah, 

which is also equally applicable to the former. We see them both 

arrayed with purple and scarlet, drunken with pride and with the blood 

of saints and martyrs, and even of their own children. We are referring 

to the account in Revelation 18:7-8, which says: “she hath glorified 

herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for 

she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no 

sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and 

mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for 

strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.” 

This sinister woman was so completely consumed with her own 

plans, thinking of herself, that she coldly exhibited no sorrow or 

mourning for her son or brothers who had been slain by Jehu; she then 

proceeded to slay all her own grandsons (except one). What an animal 

she was!!! Doesn’t it just make your skin crawl trying to fathom how 

one of God’s creation could become so vile and repulsively wicked?! 

But even still, unbeknown to her, Athaliah by her very own hand was 

assisting in the execution of the judgement upon the house of Ahab and 

Jezebel previously prophesied by the Lord; albeit much had been 

accomplished in the conquests of Jehu.  

The Scriptures tell us that this, the most hated woman of all of 

Scripture, reigned over the land for six years. Of course we know the 

number 6 to be the Scripturally symbolic number of the flesh (or of 

man). Athaliah was an epitome of the flesh. If you’ll recall from earlier, 

she had convinced her husband, King Jehoram, to murder his six 

brothers. This theme of the #6, representing the ways of the flesh, is a 

thread woven right through Scripture. Defiant great ones who stood out 

in outright rebellion and defiance to God: Goliath, Nebuchadrezzar, the 
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anti-christian pope (to name but a few) are all emphatically dominated 

and characterized by the number six. As Athaliah reigned over the land 

for six years, she is thus a type of the religious system styled the 

“mother of harlots” which enjoys power for six millenniums until it 

will be overthrown by the King-priest (referring to Christ) at the start of 

the 7th millennium. This is depicted for us in the narrative we’ve been 

considering in 2 Chronicles 23:1 as we see Jehoiada, who is essentially 

the king-priest of the day, whom it says, strengthened himself in the 7th 

year of this lawless and merciless Athaliah. 

One of her primary objectives as dictator and Queen was to destroy 

all the seed royal. For not only was this royal seed of the kingdom the 

object of her hatred, but also the incorruptible seed, the word of truth. It 

is interesting to note that in the course of the history of Israel, on three 

separate occasions, with a gap of roughly 800 years between each 

incident, the crime of infanticide was practiced in repeated attempts to 

thwart the Kingdom of God. Moses, Israel’s deliverer from Egypt, was 

saved from Pharaoh’s edict. Joash was preserved by Jehosheba from 

this sinister Athaliah; and finally, the Lord Jesus Christ was delivered 

from Herod’s slaying of the innocents, by God’s warning to Joseph in a 

dream to flee into Egypt.  

As in Athaliah, we had a Gentile usurper down-treading the Holy 

City, so again there is presently a Gentile persecuting power, which can 

truly be identified in this same second Jezebel. The resemblance is 

continued in the time allotted: both are limited to prophetic periods, and 

likewise, both are doomed to the same end.  

Although the One True King of Israel who sits in the heavens had 

thus given over his Holy City to a Gentile down-treading, He had 

certainly not forgotten Zion nor the covenant He made with David. 

Should it be that a Gentile woman be the means of breaking it by 

destroying the royal line and usurping the throne? Had God forgotten or 

abandoned His plan? God forbid—God will realize his plan! 

It is through Jehosheba, sister to the late king Ahaziah, in which He 

chose to effect the revolution so badly needed and reaffirm His 

promises and His continued, eternal grasp of control of all things. 

Doesn’t it seem, Brethren and Sisters, at least it does to me, that when 

the Almighty Creator wishes to manifest His power and control to 

those who have eyes to see it, He typically chooses to do it in an 

undeniable way, when things seem that they couldn’t possibly get any 

worse, that removes all doubt that man had any control in its 

outworking? We see it time and time again in Scripture, and this is 

another example in point.  
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The Davidic promise being greatly threatened, God prepared a 

remarkable woman (Jehosheba) whose name fittingly means: “Yahweh 

sworn” or “Whose oath is Yahweh.” In effect, she who swears by the 

Lord, or the one who will bring about the oath of the Lord. We find that 

she is referred to three times, and each time as the daughter of King 

Jehoram (never as the daughter of Athaliah). Therefore it seems most 

probable that she was not the daughter of Athaliah, but in fact, of 

another wife. Her faithfulness to God is obvious in the one glimpse we 

get of her in the record. 

In 2 Kings 11:2-3 we read of her courage and faith. “Jehosheba, the 

daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of 

Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king's sons which were slain; 

and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber from 

Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her hid in the house 

of the Lord six years.”  Here was a seed, secretly and surely preserved 

by God in His house for the purpose of bursting forth at the appointed 

time and consuming the idolatrous woman usurper of the throne. Just as 

it was then, so will it be with her latter-day counterpart. Power has been 

given into her hands for a set time to tread down the office and 

wrongfully take the office of Christ. But much to her dismay and the 

strengthening of the faithful, during the time of her oppressing, a seed 

has been developing unknown to her and all her Baal-loving progeny.  

Joash, the infant prince thus divinely preserved may be regarded as 

a new seed in the earth. His aunt, Jehosheba, who had stolen him away, 

was wife to Jehoiada the high priest. The high priest and his family 

must have lived very secluded lives, no doubt due to the state which 

existed in Jerusalem at the time, and as a result, must have kept Joash’s 

existence a secret from all others. Thus in secret, the work of 

preparation went on during the hidden period; though surrounded by 

Baal, the child, as the hope of Israel, would have been nourished with 

the good words of truth.  

In the new seed, Jehoash—as he’s termed later in the record of 2 

Kings, we recognize a strong type or shadow of Christ as the seed hid 

in the Temple. Not the temple made with hands, but the Most Holy 

Place, heaven itself; the hope of Israel, on whom alone depends the 

hope of His people to destroy the idol-worshipping system of iniquity. 

When this hidden seed is manifest to the world in order to accomplish 

this appointed work, then will those who are to share in the honour be 

revealed, for their lives are hid with him in God.  

In the seventh year of Athaliah we reach the appointed time in 

which the Lord would sweep away the desolating abomination from the 

sanctuary and reestablish His righteousness. It is the beginning of the 
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spiritually figurative 7th millennium, of which we read in 2 Kings 

11:12: “he (speaking of Jehoiada the high priest) brought forth the 

king's son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony; 

and they made him king, and anointed him; and they clapped their 

hands, and said, God save the king.”  

The noise of shouting, and trumpets, and rejoicing which erupted 

from the temple of the Lord as the king had suddenly appeared in his 

temple attracted the attention of Queen Athaliah. She, hearing the 

whole commotion, rushes in to behold the onset of a shadow of the 

divine order of government of the future Kingdom of God with the 

priest of Israel’s God, the true and only God, His representative, young 

Joash, and the temple guard standing there. What a beautiful sight 

indeed to all the true sons and daughters who had not forgotten the 

Lord in His infinite greatness and mercy nor had bowed the knee to 

Baal; for here was Jerusalem rejoicing once again unto the Lord!!  

Contemplate for a moment the mindset of all the righteous, who, up 

to this point, had lived in utter fear for their lives for at least the past six 

long, terrifying years. On the one hand, we might think: “wouldn’t it 

just be easier to bow once to Baal and attempt to blend in with the 

masses and not be noticed rather than live in terror while standing up 

for the truth, for the Lord, as witnesses to His truth? After all, God 

knows our heart?” Yes, maybe it would be easier, but it would be an 

outright denial of our convictions to the Lord, would it not? I am quite 

certain that most of us sitting here this morning (myself included) could 

very much relate with the Apostle Peter—who so zealously contended 

that he would never deny his Lord, but in the moment of truth, when in 

the heat of affliction and opportunity to stand tall unto the Lord, his 

faith wavered. I think if we tried hard enough, everyone of us could 

think of an opportunity to stand up for our convictions every single 

day. What do we do in these moments of truth? Do we quickly change 

the conversation if it’s heading toward religion? Or do we 

unhesitatingly take advantage of the opportunity to preach and not deny 

our Lord?  

It is so difficult sometimes, but we must remember those sobering 

words of our Lord, who said, concerning this very matter, in Matthew’s 

gospel chapter 10:31-33: “Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value 

than many sparrows. Whosoever therefore shall confess me before 

men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But 

whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my 

Father which is in heaven.” He continues in verses 38-39: “And he that 

taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He 

that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake 

shall find it.” 
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But on the contrary, what a frightening sight to this female ruler of 
the land and priestess of Baal—for she, in a moment, recognized her 
time was up. We recognize, as did she, that as she was the epitome of 
godlessness and wickedness, she could not coexist with the glory and 
exaltation of the Lord’s chosen king. She immediately, with nowhere to 
turn and no other option, cries, “Treason! Treason!” and rends her 
clothes. Can’t we see the hand of poetic justice in the divine record? 
We can’t deny the smile that begins to curl up the corner of our mouth 
when we realize the irony in this cry, remembering the path this woman 
had taken to attain her position—murdering the rightful heirs, and 
defying Yahweh by setting up Baal in His sanctuary—and SHE cries 
“Treason!” 

Is this not a fitting act by the sanguinary woman—to rend her 
clothes? For she, in all her glory, was adorned in filthy garments 
stained with the blood of countless prophets and servants of the Lord 
Omnipotent. This, of course is in direct contrast to the white raiment of 
Scripture, which in Revelation 19:8 states, “she (that is the bride of 
Christ, the LAMB of God) should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”  

I realize that we have spent a considerable amount of time focusing 
our attention on the negative, wicked aspects of Athaliah (it’s kind of 
hard not to as there was nothing good about her whatsoever), but this is 
not to be our objective. We are nowhere in the Scriptures commanded 
to dwell on the wrongdoings and faults of others. In fact, it is much the 
opposite—we are commanded by word, deed, and principle that we are 
to examine ourselves (individually) and so eat of that bread and drink 
that cup of the Lord. What was the reaction of the apostles of Jesus 
when he informed them that one of them would betray him? Did they 
look around the room at one another and point fingers at each other as 
to who they thought it would be? No. In fact, much the opposite, and 
we would be wise to emulate their reaction; for they straightway asked 
him, “Lord is it I? Lord is it I?”  

As we sit here, under this tabernacle, contemplating the wickedness 
and sinfulness of this nasty woman, we can plainly see that her record 
has been given a permanent placement in the pages of Scripture. We 
can rack our brains asking why she deserves a place in Scripture, 
especially as we remember all those faithful sons of God who suffered 
greatly, many of whom even lost their lives in dedication unto the Lord. 
That is, until we come to the stark realization that Athaliah was 
preserved on record as a paragon of the flesh unrestrained and the 
lengths it will go to in order to secure satisfaction. Very shortly after 
this realization, we have a eureka moment as it clicks—she was of the 
very flesh we possess. This is our nature; this could be any one of us—
uninfluenced by the values of and a life in the truth. On the contrary, 
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we’re told, speaking of the Lord, in Habakkuk 1:13: “Thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore 
lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue 
when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?” 

What do our garments look like? Are they ripped and stained as 
those of Athaliah? Are we prepared and properly adorned to meet our 
new king when he comes suddenly? Will we, as Athaliah, be surprised 
and caught unprepared when our deliverer and Messiah arrives 
unannounced as a thief in the night?  

Although we have before us a history which is in itself dark and 
disturbing, we can see past it and recognize that which is a comfort to 
us—we see that the providence of the omniscient Creator overrules all. 
We find that all the while evil was being permitted, there was 
preparation preceding for the deliverance. The preparation period for 
the manifestation of the King of Israel is again at hand. He will come 
again like Jehoash, not to all the world, but first he will be shown to a 
few, the faithful, as we see from the type set forward in 2 Kings 11:4: 
“And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the rulers over 
hundreds, with the captains and the guard, and brought them to him 
into the house of the Lord, and made a covenant with them, and took an 
oath of them in the house of the Lord, and shewed them the king's son.” 

So these individuals, figuratively called by the Lord, having entered 
into the Lord’s house and entered into a covenant relationship with 
Him, being rulers and captains of the guard, upon their secret 
introduction to the new King, are delegated specific duties and roles to 
assist him in his conquests. Likewise, in the day of our Lord’s return, 
these faithful ones, which we pray we may be blessed to associate 
ourselves with, will be brought from their graves, and with the living—
enter into a covenant with him as King and Priest. With their king they 
will proceed to the accomplishment of the work before them; the 
destruction of the Roman Athaliah and the temples of Baal, even more 
thoroughly than of old.  

The hand of God works in a number of different ways: for good to 
those who love and fear Him, but in unrestrained vengeance upon those 
who deceive and ignore Him. In the case of Athaliah, there was no 
mercy shown. Nevertheless, God’s hand is still outstretched in mercy 
towards all mankind; the number of the redeemed—of that 
multitudinous bride, prefigured by the characteristics of the virtuous 
woman, obviously not yet complete. Therefore we must fill our days 
with endeavouring to do God’s work, and patiently, faithfully await the 
advent of our absent Lord. By thus doing, when that day so long 
awaited comes, as spoken of in Revelation 19:7, we too shall: “be glad 
and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”           —Bro. Ben Darter 
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Signs Snippets 
US President Donald Trump announced that the US will finally be 

moving its embassy to Israel, recognizing Jerusalem as the capital city 
of Israel. The United States is the first nation to recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, (outside of Israel) but the notion is not new. This was 
affirmed by the United States way back in 1995, during the presidency 
of Bill Clinton. It has several times been ratified by the American 
congress on a unanimous vote. Presidents Bill Clinton, George W. 
Bush, and Barack Obama all claimed to want to move the embassy to 
Jerusalem, but for one reason or other, did not. 

The original position of Jerusalem, under the United Nations 
authorization of 1948, was that Jerusalem would remain under the 
control of the United Nations. That is still, technically, the UN’s position, 
though obviously that position has had no basis in reality for a very long 
time.  

Why now? That is the question we hear asked most often about 
this, as the common wisdom is that this will be an impediment to 
peace. Maybe so. Maybe that is “why now,” in the plan and purpose of 
God. But probably, the real answer has to do with the UN vote last 
January, criminalizing the Jewish occupation of the Arab quarter of 
Jerusalem. President Trump, while then President Elect made a great 
effort to stop the vote. Egypt had brought forth the proposition, and the 
incoming Trump administration put so much pressure on them, that 
they withdrew the proposition. New Zealand picked up the proposition, 
and over the incredibly strong objections of the incoming 
administration, the vote went forward. Nearly all nations of the UN 
security commission voted for it (including Great Britain) except the US, 
who abstained, instead of vetoing, as they had always done in the past. 
It was President Obama’s last act of intolerance towards Israel. This 
move of the embassy is President Trump’s way of showing his disdain 
for that UN Resolution, and also that he is set for the defense of Israel. 

18 nations registered complaints with the US yesterday over the 
declaration, including some Arab allies such as Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 
and Egypt. Predictably the Pope with her European Allies of the EU, 
and specifically Germany, and France registered complaints. Notably 
Great Britain also protested the US change. Theresa May promised 
that Britain would continue to keep their embassy in Tel Aviv. 

The Israeli and American flags are being shown on the wall of the 
old city, the very wall the world has criminalized Israel for occupying. 
From Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: “we’re profoundly grateful 
for the president for his courageous and just decision. This move 
reflects the president’s commitment to an ancient but enduring truth, to 
fulfilling his promises and to advancing peace.” Netanyahu said the 
move was an important step toward peace because “there is no peace 
that doesn’t include Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.” 
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The prime minister said he shared Trump’s commitment toward 
working for peace and said there would be “no change whatsoever to 
the status quo at the holy sites.” He called on other countries around 
the world to now follow America’s lead. 

Going back to the question of peace, and whether this action 
improves or weakens the chance for peace. The Trump 
administration’s argument is that the US has tried to obtain peace for 
70 years under the status quo and it hasn’t worked. It is time to try 
something else. Part of the problem with Jerusalem in the peace talks, 
is that Israel already considers Jerusalem its capital. But in 
negotiations, the Arabs consider allowing Jerusalem to become the 
Israeli capital, a bargaining chip. Israel sees no reason to bargain for 
something they already have. Thus, the talks get bogged down before 
they begin. This is partly to facilitate bargaining over Jerusalem. 

Might this lead to a peace agreement? It is certainly not out of the 
prophetic question. In Daniel 11, the classical battles between the King 
of the North, and the King of the South began over a peace agreement. 
The two great generals, seeing their respective regions beginning to 
clash, sought to form a peace agreement by a marriage between the 
two families. Here is Bro. Thomas’ paraphrase of Dan. 11:6: 

“VERSE 6. And in the end of 52 years from B.C. 301, they, the 
Kings of Egypt, and of the Assyro-Macedonian Horn of the north shall, 
associate themselves together; for Berenice, the king’s daughter of the 
south, shall come, or be conducted, to Antiochus Theos, the king of the 
north, to make a marriage agreement; but she shall not retain the 
power of the arm of her father Ptolemy Philadelphus.  Neither shall he 
her husband Antiochus stand; for Laodice his repudiated wife, whom 
he shall receive again when he divorces Berenice after her father’s 
death, shall cause him to be poisoned. Nor shall his arm, Berenice, 
stand; but she shall be given up to suffer death; and they, the 
Egyptians also that brought her to Syria; and he, her son, whom she 
brought forth, and he that strengthened her in these times, shall die; 
and thus leave her to the mercy of Laodice, which will be treachery and 
death. 

“This great failed peace treaty led directly to war, as Berenice’s 
brother took the Kingdom of the South, and being the more powerful, 
quickly overpowered the then fledgling King of the North. The point 
being, these typical battles between the two great empires, began with 
a peace agreement. 

“VERSE 7. But out of a branch of her parent roots, Ptolemy 
Euergetes her [Brenice’s--JP] brother, shall stand up in his estate, or 
kingdom, and come with an army, and shall enter into Antioch the 
capital, and the fortress of the King of the north, and shall deal, or 
make war, against them, even against Laodice and her son Seleucus, 
and shall prevail: and Euergetes shall also carry captive into Egypt their 
gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of silver and 
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gold: and he shall continue to reign nine more years than the King of 
the north, who shall die a prisoner in Parthia five years before the King 
of Egypt. So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and 

shall return into his own land, B.C. 244.”                   —Bro. Jim Phillips 

 

From the Times of Jerusalem, Netanyahu on Jerusalem 
announcement.  

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Thursday called US 
President Donald Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
one of the key milestones in the Jewish state’s history, comparing it to 
several monumental past events. 

“There are major moments in the history of Zionism: the Balfour 
Declaration, the founding of the state, the liberation of Jerusalem and 
Trump’s announcement yesterday,” Netanyahu said in a video posted 
to social media. 

“I told him: ‘My friend the president, you are going to make history.’ 
Yesterday, he made history,” Netanyahu added. 

The prime minister said Trump’s decision was embraced by Israelis 
of all stripes, paraphrasing a famous biblical verse to invoke the Jewish 
people’s long-held emotional attachment to the city. 

“This is a festive and unifying moment, for the right, the left, 
religious, secular,” he said. “We are making Jerusalem our chief joy.”  

                                                                             —Bro. Jim Phillips 

USA UN Ambassador Nikki Haley to the UN Emergency Council, 12-8-
2017 

From CBS News 

“The United States has credibility with both sides. Israel will never 
be, and should never be, bullied into an agreement by the United 
Nations, or by any collection of countries that have proven their 
disregard for Israel's security,” Haley told the U.N. Security Council on 
Friday. 

Haley said the U.N. has done “much more to damage the prospects 
for Middle East peace than to advance them.” 

She added, “We will not be a party to that. The United States no 
longer stands by when Israel is unfairly attacked in the United Nations. 
And the United States will not be lectured to by countries that lack any 
credibility when it comes to treating both Israelis and Palestinians 
fairly.” 

CBS News said about others: 

The U.S. and Israel were outnumbered in the emergency council 
meeting Friday and were roundly criticized for Mr. Trump's decision. A 
joint statement by France, the U.K., Sweden, Italy and Germany called 
for Mr. Trump to “bring forward detailed proposals for an Israel-
Palestine settlement,” CBS News Pamela Falk reports. 

                                                                               —Bro. Jim Phillips 
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In Nikki Haley’s last paragraph above, she comments that the 
nations involved have lost all credibility to be balanced arbiters in 
matters pertaining to Israel. I have long argued to those of you who 
think Britain will regain her former place as Tarshish, that the biggest 
obstacle to this is that Israel will never accept Britain as a faithful arbiter 
on behalf of Israel. Britain has no credibility with Israel. 

Britain started out well, with the Balfour Declaration and the freeing 
of Jerusalem from the Turks in 1917. But that wonderful beginning, 
sadly, was also the end of British assistance to the formation of Israel. 
The Churchill White Paper of 1922, effectively nullified the Balfour 
Declaration, and the succeeding White Papers became worse and 
worse for Israel, till final White Paper, the MacDonald White Paper of 
1939 determined to limit Jewish immigration to 75,000 Jews over five 
years, and would conclude with the formation of a Palestinian State 
governing Israel, by 1945. 

Then the horrors began. The sinking of the Struma in 1942, still 
being mentioned by Ariel Sharon in his final speech to the nation. The 
British invasion of Israel in Operation Agatha (or to the Jews, Black 
Sabbath) in 1946. The efforts to destroy the fledgling country in 
abandoning the British Mandate, 1947. The assistance to Trans Jordan 
by the Royal Army during the 1948 war, including British planes 
attacking Israeli supply trains, and the threat to Israel that Britain would 
invade Israel if they didn’t cease their march into the Negev. Britain 
then refused to vote for the establishment of Israel as a nation in the 
UN, 1948. Britain refused American supply planes landing permission 
to refuel, when they were carrying armament to Israel, who was to the 
brink of losing to the Arabs in the Yom Kippur War of 1973. And most 
recently, Britain’s vote to make all Israeli officials war criminals for the 
occupation of East Jerusalem, just this year. And now yesterday’s 
protest about Israel making Jerusalem her capital. 

There must be a Tarshish in position to defend Israel at the time of 
the end. There is a Tarshish in the land now, set for the defense of 
Israel. Don’t be lulled into complacency, thinking its not the right 
Tarshish, so time is sure to go on. The relationship between Tyre 
(capital city of Tarshish) to Jerusalem is spoken of in Ezekiel 28, 

Eze 28:12-15 “Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of 
Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up 
the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden 
the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, 
topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the 
sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship 
of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou 
wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have 
set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast 
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was 
found in thee.” 
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This wonderful relationship described by Ezekiel, which existed 
before later kings of Tyre betrayed their lofty position and turned their 
back on Jerusalem, was the relationship between King David, and King 
Huram of Tyre. Could that relationship have been any better than the 
one we currently see between Prime Minister Netanyahu and President 
Trump?  

Now Tarshish will be punished for her sins against Israel, some of 
which I have listed, a big one being the US abstaining on the 2017 vote 
previously mentioned, and I’m sure there will be more to come, 
especially after the Trump presidency, though it is not inconceivable 
that Trump himself may come to make mistakes. When you touch 
Jerusalem, you touch the apple of the eye of God. Tarshish will fall, first 
to the “East Wind,” (Psa. 48:7; the divine hand exercising the elements 
against her) and then by the onslaught of northern kings of Ezekiel 38 
& Dan. 11. But we are living in the time before that. We are living when 
Tarshish is to be that anointed cherub that covereth, or the nation God 

has chosen and set for the defense of Israel.            —Bro. Jim Phillips 

                                                                            

         

Meditations— Deity’s Ways No. 101 

THE record of Israel’s history is the work of divine inspiration. This 
Paul tells us (2 Tim. 3:16), but a careful study of the record itself will 
lead to the same conclusion. The fact is visible, not only from the items 
selected, but from the way in which they are stated. The Scriptures 
speak with a tone of superhuman authority and infallibility (They are 
just like the utterances of Christ in this respect—Mark 1:22). 
Uninspired writers might say that such and such events happened, but 
what writers, apart from divine guidance, could say, as do Bible 
writers, that these events were the direct and special work of God? For 
example, Solomon had enemies, and the historian tells us that “the Lord 
stirred them up” (1 Kings 11:14–23). Again, Rehoboam refused to 
listen to a certain request—the historian gives the reason: “For the 
cause was from the Lord” (1 Kings 12:15). These are only two out of 
hundreds of instances. Let us keep our eyes open for others as we go 
through our daily readings. Brother Roberts used to lay stress, and 
wisely so, on this feature of the Scriptures as an evidence of their 
superhuman authorship. In these days when the enemies of the Bible 
are busy, it does not do to allow anything, which helps to antidote their 
work, to escape our attention. 

Between the concluding chapter in Genesis and the opening one in 
Exodus, there is an interval of three-quarters of a century. In the first of 
these places, Israel numbers thousands; and in the other, many 
hundreds of thousands. In Genesis, they are well cared for and 
prosperous; in Exodus, they are cruelly treated, and in fear of 
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annihilation. What material there is in all this for edifying reflection. 
How much there is in it to strengthen our faith in the Abrahamic 
promises, and to impress us with the wonderful and inscrutable ways of 
Providence. First, there is, in the growth of Israel, the fulfilment of 
God’s word. To Abraham, God had said: “I will make thy seed as the 
dust of the earth”—”as the stars of heaven”—”as the sand which is 
upon the sea-shore” (Gen. 13:16; 22:17). Secondly, there is the 
fulfilment of the divine forecast, that, at the expiration of 400 years 
Israel would be in a land other than the promised one, and existing 
under merciless oppression (Gen. 15:13–16). But what is more 
interesting, is the light which the history of Israel throws on the 
working of God’s unseen hand. Israel’s altered condition, from that of 
royal sympathy and patronage to that of hatred, was not the outcome 
merely of the uncontrolled movements of the Egyptian Pharaohs. The 
Scriptures draw aside the veil, and show us God, manipulating the 
tender heart of one king and the scheming, pitiless heart of another, in 
order to accomplish His wise and righteous decrees. Respecting Israel’s 
changed experiences, the Spirit says: “He turned their (the Egyptians’) 
heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants” (Ps. 105:25). 
And why this difference on God’s part towards His people? Ezekiel 
informs us—because of their unfaithfulness in Egypt (Ezek. 20:8). 
What a warning to us. Oh! the depths of unbelief and wickedness to 
which human nature can descend, even when God is so kind, and so 
near, and so willing to help and protect! 

“Armageddon.”—The varying way in which this Apocalyptic 
symbol has been employed in the newspapers of late is very interesting. 
Three months ago, when the Balkan War was at its height, 
Armageddon was broached in the spirit of alarm. (“The nations dread 
Armageddon,” said The Star. “Europe is faced with its long-feared 
Armageddon,” said The Daily Express. It is impossible to believe that 
Germany would be a party to the creation of a deadlock which only 
“Armageddon could resolve,” said The Observer, and suggesting that a 
European Congress might prove “an alternative to Armageddon.” It 
was monstrous, observed The Morning Post, “that a dispute over the 
possession of an Adriatic port should precipitate Armageddon.” The 
Westminster Gazette and The Daily Telegraph both spoke of 
Armageddon in the same serious manner). But, alas! when a peace 
settlement came into view, the tone changed! Armageddon was still 
referred to, but with a Pharaoh-like mind (“Armageddon at a discount” 
was the sneer of one paper). Perhaps the next time the newspaper 
scribes will have occasion to refer largely and seriously to Armageddon 
the event itself may have arrived! Language will then fail them to 
describe the “great cry” that will ascend throughout the land of anti-
typical Sodom and Egypt. Let us note, by the way, that this much 
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reference to Armageddon is significant. It shows that men cannot get 
away from the terrible truth which the word conveys, and, further, that 
the nearer we get to Armageddon itself, the more appropriate—even to 
the semi-informed newsmen—is the term to describe the outlook. 

Mrs. Arthur Bell (translator and authoress) mentions in the January 
number of The Dial, that the Arms of France, prior to the lilies, were 
three toads. A letter from this lady says: “You will find further 
particulars on the subject of the substitution of lilies for frogs in the 
Arms of France, on p. 223 of the second volume of my ‘Saints in 
Christian Art’ . . . In Père Cahier’s ‘Caracteristiques des Saints,’ p. 275, 
you will find the various authorities concerning the legend on which it 
is supposed to be founded in a footnote.” These works, however, add 
but little in the way of evidence to that already given in 1910 
Christadelphian. Cahier, like Jean Rey and others, admits the antiquity 
of the toad tradition, but refuses to believe in it. He attributes its origin 
to the Germans (“Les Allemands nous ont fait aussi depuis long-temps 
une autre espièglerie, en donnant à Clovis et à Sainte Clothilde un 
blason, composé de trois crapauds où ils ont voulu voir l’origine des 
trois fleurs de lis”). Cahier cites Ronsard, as apparently endorsing the 
authenticity of the toad arms. This eminent sixteenth century French 
poet, when writing on the subject of Clovis, says:— 

“Son escusson déshonoré de trois Crapauts bouffis, pour sa vieille 
peinture, Prendra des lys à la blanche ceinture; etc.” 

Mrs. Bell observes that fleurs-de-lis, in the French national banner, 
were at the first powdered all over it, and that not until comparatively 
recently were they reduced to three. This point (useful in the 
consideration of the Old Arms) is elaborated by Woodward in his 
“Heraldry, British and Foreign.” He says that “by an edict dated 1376, 
Charles V. reduced the number of fleurs-de-lis in his shield to three, 
pour symboliser la Sainte-Trinite.” It is interesting to note that (on the 
authority of the Director of l’Ecole National des Chartes, Paris) at the 
time this change was made, the three frog tradition was in existence. 

                                                                —Bro. A.T. Jannaway  1913 

 

The Desire To Be Right…An Irrestible Temptation 

 As Christadelphians and students of the Bible, we are familiar with 

Paul's tremendously important statement (Rom. 15:4): “For whatsoever 

things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 

through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”  If, 

therefore, those things that God wrote aforetime were written for our 

learning, why have not we, either as individuals and as a body, done a 

far better job of learning them?  Yes, we know what we call “the first 
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principles.” But are these all that we need to have learned?  Does God 

require no more of us than to know these simple principles?  Is it not 

expected that we shall “go on to perfection” (Heb. 6:1)? 

 In I Sam. 15 we have one such instance in the life of Saul that is 

written for our learning.  Saul, who was chosen by the Almighty to be 

king over God's wayward people, had been given very specific 

instructions to be carried out on God's behalf. These required the utter 

destruction of the Amalekites and all of their possessions, including 

even their livestock. We know that Saul carried out only a part of that 

assignment, killing all the people except for their king, and keeping the 

best of the livestock.  God's reason for giving Saul that commission 

was of far less concern to Saul than was his own pleasing of the people 

and of a fellow king for Saul's personal popularity.  His reward from 

the lips of Samuel for substituting his own judgment for God's was a 

scathing rebuke and a permanent rejection of Saul and of his 

descendants from continuing as rulers upon the throne in Israel.   From 

this we should discern clearly that God does not take kindly to human 

interference with the Divine will and a substituting on their part of their 

own sentiments for the evident meaning of His expressed commands. 

Yet with what subtlety and cleverness can people deceive themselves 

into doing just that!  We can all too easily fall into this trap! 

 Why then is it that we, in common with other people, can so delight 

in, and find it so easy doing things in our own way in preference to 

God's?  Also, why do we often find it so distasteful and difficult to do 

certain things in the way that God has instructed us? This is not a 

problem experienced only by Saul the son of Kish; it is a temptation 

whose overcoming many of us find well-nigh impossible.  Could the 

fact that this is a problem common to mankind somehow be involved 

with our common make-up? Is there a hint in what God has caused also 

to be written for our learning (Prov. 14:12; 16:25)? These two verses 

state: “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death.” From these same important verses we 

are told bluntly that there is but one end to the many ways of man. 

Thus, however various mankind's ways, they all lead to that one end; 

namely, death. This, however, does not include the ways of those 

relatively few people walking in God's Way rather than in mankind's 

own ways. 

 Thus, with many ways leading to that one end, we should not be 

surprised to learn that it is not necessary for us to commit such a 

monstrous blunder of discounting God's will and purpose, as did Saul, 

for us to end up in his multitudinous company. The real trap that besets 

our individual paths, and that we must avoid, but which catches so 
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many of us, is this fact: our own ways so often seem to us to be 

completely right! 

The desire to be right, or to be thought by others to be right, 

presents most people with an irresistible temptation. As a result, many 

will do the most foolish things in their efforts to protect their cherished 

reputations for rightness. Such rival ambitions fueled the bitter strife 

among the “early church fathers” that resulted in the emergence of the 

apostasy that has endured even to our day. 

Let us heed the ways of God, and reject the ways of man!  God is 

the only one who is right.                                —Bro. Mike Jasionowski 

 

Sorrow Is Better Than Laughter 

“The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of 

fools is in the house of mirth”—Ecclesiastes 7:4  

Paul gives us much to think about when he speaks of foolish talking 

and jesting as incompatible with holiness. Not because such things are 

purposely sinful, but they are fleshly and animal, outside the narrow 

and exalted scope of the sanctification of holiness, and therefore 

corrupt and unclean. He couples them in equal condemnation with what 

natural man considers much graver sins (Eph. 5:3-4) — 

“But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be 

once named among you; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor 

jesting.” 

It is prostitution of the mind to the panderings of the flesh, and the 

mind is more important than the body. 

It has been pointed out that the one great and remarkable omission 

from the Bible as the portrayal of humanity is the complete absence of 

humor. It has no place there. There is joy, and laughter, and happiness, 

and rejoicing, and merriness (in its true sense), and lightheartedness (in 

its true sense), and good fellowship. But no humor— 

“As the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the 

fool” (Eccl. 7:6). 

—no warmth, no lasting light: a brief flash, a harsh, grating sound, 

then cold black ashes. 

This fact (the absence of humor), with Paul's and other inspired 

writers' remarks upon the same subject, is matter for deep thought for 

those who aspire to the holy reverence of sainthood. 

In the first place, humor, however gentle, is rarely without a sting. 

The basis of every joke is the discomfiture of someone. Minor troubles 
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and difficulties of others always appear humorous, and even major 

troubles have elements of humor to those who are not affected, often 

when the seriousness of the trouble makes them ashamed of the 

impulse. Humor is basically malicious; it's the natural, undisciplined 

mind of the flesh. 

Then again, humor is false. It is evanescent, counterfeit happiness. It 

creates briefly and shallowly the same sensations; it calls into play the 

same expressions of the face, although usually contorted and 

exaggerated. But it creates no bond of friendship. It has no depth or 

permanence. It is not conducive to intimacy or confidence. In fact, it 

speaks sadly of a lack of depth, a shallow emptiness, an absence of 

consideration, a stunted immaturity, a deficiency of experience and 

understanding. It is sounding brass, and clanging cymbal. It has no 

warmth. It leaves the heart cold and cheated and uncheered. 

Life isn't funny. We realize this when we face its realities—when 

we consider its hospitals and asylums; its lonely, cheerless homes for 

the cast-off aged, sitting around waiting to die; its unnumbered hosts of 

blind and crippled and suffering and bereaved; its multitude of pitiful, 

frightened, malformed unwanted children, twisted in mind and body; its 

endless, hopeless, plodding, stumbling parade toward the inevitable last 

common receptacle of all mortal flesh. 

Who can joke and jest if they keep a full and sober realization of 

these things before their minds? 

Life is no joke: it is grimly tragic. But still even amid its tragedy it 

can be happy and joyful with the quiet happiness of the assurance of the 

goodness of God, and the knowledge that all this will pass away and be 

forgotten when it has at last served its divine purpose, and the tried and 

perfected family of God is complete. 

And then again, humor is often so cruelly out of place. Who has not 

bitten their tongue in shame and confusion after having stirred up a 

hidden sorrow by a thoughtless word of folly? Solomon says (Prov. 

25:20) — 

“As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, so is he that 

singeth songs to an heavy heart.” 

And Proverbs 14:13— 

“Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth 

is heaviness.” 

And again (Eccl. 2:1-2) — 

“I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, 

therefore enjoy pleasure. And, behold, this also is vanity.  I said of 

laughter, It is mad. And of mirth, What doeth it?” 
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Wisdom's verdict is (Eccl. 7:2-4) — 

“It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house 

of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his 

heart.  

“Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the 

countenance the heart is made better.  The heart of the wise is in the 

house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.” 

There was no humor in the life of our Great Example, and his life 

was perfect in the sight of God. He was a man of sorrows and deep, 

intimate acquaintance with grief. With the knowledge and discernment 

and spiritual depth of sympathy and fellow feeling that he possessed, it 

would be impossible to be otherwise than sorrowful in a world like this. 

Nothing would have been more jarringly out of place, or more 

destructive of the power of his influence for good, than shallow, 

jangling humor. His mission was to those who had bitterly experienced 

the sorrow and tragedy of life. With them he had a fellow feeling born 

of the same experiences. And to them he said— 

“Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. Woe unto you 

that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.” 

A mutual sorrow is a far stronger bond of affection than a mutual 

pleasure, and the consolation of the mutual communion that is born of 

sorrow is often adequate compensation for it— 

“By the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better.” 

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” 

                                                                          —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

A Small Mind 

IT is the sign of a small mind when the mouth opens easily to find 

fault, but remains closed when there is anything to be commended.  

                                                                      — Bro. Robert Roberts  

Doing Good 

NEVER let a day pass without doing good to someone besides 

yourself, and that not your own flesh and blood. Let your benevolence 

go out of your own circle, otherwise you are but as the common run of 

sinners.                                                                — Bro. Robert Roberts  

 



                                                                                                      Berean 2018—30 

 

The Midheaven Gospel-Proclamation  

“And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having aionian good 

news to proclaim to those who dwell upon the earth, saying, Fear the 

Deity, and give to Him glory, for the Hour of His judgment hath 

arrived”—Rev. 14:6-7 

UNDER the Mosaic Law, which is “the pattern of the things in the 

heavens” (Heb. 9:23), the Pentecostian Feast of Firstfruits of the 3rd 

month was succeeded on the first day of the 7th month by the Memorial 

of the Blowing of Trumpets, a Sabbath of holy convocation—inviting 

to a holy rest and assembly. Between this Memorial and the offering of 

“an offering made by fire unto Yahweh” was an interval of 10 days.  

This 10th day of the 7th month was yom hakkiphpurim—”a Day of 

Coverings”—a day on which the sins of the past were being covered 

over by fiery expiation.  

But before this day of affliction, in which all who did not afflict 

themselves on account of their transgressions were to be cut off from 

Yahweh's people, the trumpets blew a memorial blast, to remind the 

people that the hour (or month) of the annual judgment and covering of 

sins had arrived.  

The sons of Aaron and priests were appointed to blow the trumpets 

in the day of their gladness, in their solemn days, over their burnt 

offerings, and over the sacrifices of their peace offerings (Lev. 23:24; 

Num. 10:8-10).  

The antitype of this arrangement is found in Rev. 14—the Pentecost 

is celebrated in the inauguration of the Deity's Kings and Priests on Mt. 

Zion— the Bread of the Firstfruits.  

Then comes the Memorial Proclamation through Midheaven by 

these Priests of the Deity, reminding the world that the hour of judicial 

retribution so long threatened has arrived; and inviting men to afflict 

their souls, in turning from their iniquities to the reverential fear and 

worship of Him Who made all things.  

When this proclamation has been made to the end of the world, the 

Jubilee Blast of the Day of Coverings, on the 10th day of the 7th month, 

is then blown—a Jubilee to Israel, proclaiming their return to their 

country, and their consequent avengement upon all their enemies who 

worship the Beast and his Image, and receive his sign in their foreheads 

or hands. This is the “Day of Vengeance in the heart” of the Lamb, 

contemporary with the “Year of his Redeemed” (Isa. 63:4); the works 

of which are detailed in Rev. 14:8-20; 16:16-21; 17:14; 18; 19:1-3,11-

21; 20:1-4,14.  
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The Angel who makes the Memorial Proclamation in Rev. 14:6-

7 is symbolical of the Royal Priests of the Melchizedec Household.  

The Mosaic type requires that the silver trumpets be blown by 

priests of the High Priest's family. But the priesthood being changed, 

the Aaronic priests are ineligible for the sounding of this Proclamation 

in Midheaven.  

Hence, the priestly trumpeters have to be provided from another 

source, and there is no other source of supply but the saints and faithful 

in Christ Jesus, whom he has made Kings and Priests for the Deity.  

The proclamation is therefore made by as many of the 144,000 as 

the work to be performed may demand. Among these will be the 

apostle John, as the representative of a class. In Rev. 10 he tells us that 

after he had digested the Little Scroll of judgment, the Spirit told him 

that he—  

“Must prophesy again before many peoples, nations, tongues and 

kings.” 

To do this he must rise from the dead, be judged, and quickened, 

when he will be fitted for the work. But it is too much for one man to 

accomplish in the short space allotted for the Proclamation. Others of 

like qualifications will therefore be associated with him in the work, so 

that it may be carried on in different countries at the same time. The 

apostles had their co-labouring attendants and subordinates when they 

sounded the Gospel Trumpet in old time. In the new proclamation the 

same condition may obtain.  

Be this as it may, it is “those that escape,” or the saved Remnant, 

that are sent as “sounders of the Truth” to the nations that have not 

heard the fame nor seen the glory of Yahweh, and they shall declare 

His glory to the Gentiles (Isa. 66:19). This is the plurality represented 

by the Angel—one messenger emblematic of a multitude, as it is 

written in Psa. 68:11—  

“Adonai will give the word: those who bear the tidings are a great 

host.”  

The proclamation is to be made through 'MIDheaven.' This is “the 

Air” into which the judgments of the 7th Vial are to be poured after the 

proclamation of the message, or “word given,” is finished.  

It is the political aerial of Babylon the Great which, instead of 

being as now the highest heaven of the political world, will occupy 

a middle station between the worshipers of the Beast and the new 

throne established on Mt. Zion.  
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The “Midheaven” is the political firmament occupied by all the 

ranks, orders and degrees of the world rulers—the supreme and 

subordinate governors of those “many peoples, nations and tongues” 

before whom John is to prophesy again.  

This will be an exceedingly interesting time, when the clergy of all 

orders—”the spirituals of wickedness in the heavenlies”—shall be 

confronted by the apostles and saints, and proved to be liars and 

impostors before the world. And richly do they deserve to be exposed 

to this “shame and contempt.”  

They will no longer be permitted to “deceive the hearts of the 

simple with good words and fair speeches” with impunity. The 

occupation of the world's clerical False Prophet will be gone, for—  

“The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of 

men shall be made low: and Yahweh alone will come to be exalted in 

that day” (Isa. 2:17)  

The situation is illustrated by 1 Chron. 21:16, where it is stated that 

David saw the Angel of Yahweh standing “between the earth and the 

heaven”—in midheaven—having a drawn sword in his hand stretched 

out, as he was just going to afflict Jerusalem with an impending judicial 

visitation. His position there was exhibited to David, that he might have 

time and occasion for obtaining the deliverance of the city from the 

wrath to come.  

So the hovering of the Angel was to show that there was room 

for escape on terms to be proposed, just as the Deity was going to 

inflict the punishment.  

So also with the great host in Midheaven on their proclamation of 

the Good News. The destruction of Babylon, and the overthrow of the 

governments of the world, are decreed. Nothing can save THEM from 

abrogation and obliteration. The proclamation invites mankind to 

abandon these spiritual and temporal institutions, in commanding them 

to—  

“Fear the DEITY, and give glory to HIM.”  

It affords them time and opportunity for saving themselves from the 

impending calamities of the Hour of divine judgment. If any transfer 

their allegiance from their clerical and civil rulers to the Lamb-Power, 

they will doubtless be exempted from the fire and brimstone torment 

which is to destroy the Beast and his False Prophet (Rev. 19:20; 14:9-

10). But if they refuse to abjure these authorities, the plagues written in 

this prophecy for their destruction will assuredly consume the 

rebellious. 6 This Good News is styled “aionian,” a word which I have 
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not translated, but only transferred. The Angel-Host has “aionian Good 

News to proclaim.” It is styled “aionian,” I conceive, because it 

announces “things not seen” pertaining to the “aion,” or “course,” 

during which all nations will be “blessed in Abraham and his Seed.  

This “course” is not to last forever, but for 1000 years, styled in 

Dan. 7:12, “a season and a time.” At the end of this Course of 

Centuries, the nations revolt, and judgment comes upon them to 

extermination (Rev. 20:9). For this reason I do not translate the word in 

this text “Everlasting,” as in the AV. The Proclamation is the 

announcement of MILLENNIAL GOOD NEWS, namely—  

That the resurrection, immortalization, and inauguration, of the 

called and chosen and faithful Firstfruits have been accomplished by 

Jesus Christ, who—having returned in power and great glory—has set 

up the ancient throne of his father David on Mt. Zion;  

That, being established there, he invites the allegiance of all nations 

to himself, as King of the whole earth by the grace of his Eternal 

Father Who has appointed him to execute judgment and justice in the 

earth, and to rule the world in righteousness;  

That he is prepared to destroy the powers that corrupt and oppress 

the nations, and to wipe away tears from off all faces, and to take away 

the rebuke of his people Israel from off all the earth;  

That his purpose is to change the face of the world, and to enlighten 

mankind with the true knowledge from the rising to the setting sun;  

That, as mankind have been for a long series of ages in the 

bottomless abyss of ignorance and superstition, in commiseration of 

their helplessness he invites them to hearken diligently unto him, and to 

come and buy wine and milk of him, without money or price;  

That, if they will accept this invitation to the feast he has prepared 

for all peoples, they shall live under their own vines and fig-trees in 

peace, and none shall make them afraid;  

But if, on the contrary, they determine still to worship the Beast and 

his Image, and to receive the Sign in their foreheads or hands, then 

they shall be made to drink of the wine of the wrath of the Deity which 

hath been prepared without mixture in the cup of His indignation, and 

shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 

Angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.  

A proclamation of this kind, made by such ''ambassadors of Jesus 

Christ,” and attested by signs and wonders of a character to establish 

claims to the confidence and respect of the nations and their rulers, 

cannot fail of arresting attention as the all-absorbing topic of the day.  
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As folly and falsehood are the stock in trade of the journals of the 

world, they will doubtless counsel rejection of the message, and 

hostility to all its claims. As they live by trying to please the majority, 

they will trim their sails to catch the popular breeze. The editors, 

clergy, and civil rulers of the Midheaven will be the ruin of society, so 

that under the guidance of their policy the armies of the nations will go 

forth “as a whirlwind to scatter Him” (Hab. 3:14).  

It is not in human nature, much less in political organization, to 

surrender power, wealth, honour, at discretion. It does not part with 

these things without a struggle to retain them.  

On such a proclamation coming to the Pope and “crowned 

heads” of Europe, from a Jew on Mt. Zion claiming to be Jesus of 

Nazareth, King of the Jews—are they likely to acknowledge him, to 

place their kingdoms at his disposal, and cast their crowns at his 

feet?  

We know certainly that they will not, for it is testified that “all 

nations” shall compass him about like bees, but they shall be quenched 

as the fire of thorns, for in the Name of Yahweh he will destroy them 

(Psa. 118:1-12: Rev. 19:19-21).  

Now as to the PRECISE TIME after Christ's advent and the 

justification of his Household by the Spirit, in which this proclamation 

through Midheaven shall be made, it is immediately after the smiting of 

the Assyro-Gogian Image upon the feet by the Stone-Power, and before 

the grinding of its metallic and clay fragments to powder (Dan. 2:34-5; 

Matt. 21:44). It will therefore be in the interval between the 

Armageddon overthrow of the 6th Vial, and the outpouring upon the 

“Air” of the 7th.  

The Armageddon discomfiture of the belligerents in the land of 

Israel (that is, of Tarshish and of the Assyro-Gogian confederacy) will 

put Yahweh Tz'vaoth in possession of Jerusalem the Holy City, which 

he occupies as the Lamb with the 144,000. Standing thus on Mt. Zion, 

the Eternal Spirit in multitudinous manifestation is (Is. 18:4)—  

“In His dwelling place without fear, as dry heat impending 

lightning.” In this still dry heat of impending vengeance, the 

Pentecostian proclamation of liberty and return is made, after which the 

“Great Trumpet is blown” by Yahweh Tz'vaoth (Isa. 18:3; 27:13; Zech. 

9:14)—the Jubilee Trumpet of the judgment of the Great Day.  

As to HOW LONG the period of proclamation will continue, it is 

not possible to speak with certainty. The work to be done indicates that 

it will not be an instantaneous operation. It is a work of—  
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“Prophesying before many peoples and nations and tongues and 

kings.”  

This will take time, possibly years. The Deity is never in a hurry, 

but deliberate, effective, sure. We need not be surprised if 10 years 

were consumed in the proclamation and the development of its results. 

Between the “memorial of the blowing of trumpets” on the first day of 

the 7th month, and the Day of Atonement, there was an interval of 10 

days. After this pattern, it may therefore be that between the beginning 

of the Proclamation in Midheaven and the commencement of the 2nd 

Angel judgment upon Babylon (14:8) there will be an interval of 10 

years.  

This would leave an “Hour” or month of years (that is, 30 years) for 

the judgment to sit in slaying the 4th Beast of Daniel, and destroying his 

body-politic in the burning flame (Dan. 7:11). These 40 years after the 

manifestation of the Son of David and his Mighty Ones on Mt. Zion, 

are the period of—  

“Building again of the Tabernacle of David, and of the setting up of 

its ruins, as it was in the days of old”  

(Acts 15:16; Amos 9:11).  

—the Exodal period of the gathering together under one King of all 

the tribes of the House of Jacob (Micah 7:15). These 40 years will be 

the most important and terrible of the world's history. The most 

noteworthy developments of this transition period are depicted in the 

Rev., chs. 14, part of 16 & 17, all 18 & 19, & part of 20.  

The work of these 40 years was foreshadowed in the reign of David. 

His 40 years' reign was to that of Solomon's peaceful administration 

over Israel and the Gentiles, as a judicial preparation: for before 

Solomon could reign—  

“Over all kingdoms from the River unto the land of the Philistines 

and unto the border of Egypt . .”  

—these kingdoms had to be subdued by his father David. After the 

same pattern it will be with the greater than Solomon: 40 years of 

judgment are consumed in preparing for the millennial reign of peace 

and righteousness, which, as the chapters indicated show, will not be 

introduced and established by clerical preaching, nor by the 

“benevolent institutions of the day,” but by (Heb. 10:27)—  

“Judgment & fiery indignation, which shall devour the 

adversaries.”                                                               —Bro. John Thomas 
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Hints For Bible Markers 

The Psalms 

Psalm 8:3 

“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast ordained;” 

The son and the moon throughout the Scriptures are generally 
indicative of civil and ecclesiastical powers respectively. In our day the 
moon is representing the wretched, God defiling system which is been 
put in place by the world itself. This may easily be perceived only read 
what has been written in Luke 21:25 “And there shall be signs in the sun, 

and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, 

with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;” In Eureka, (Vol. 2, 1866,  

pgs. 271 – 272) our brother Thomas clearly shows the use of sun and 
moon the Scriptural description of the loss of Israel's civil and 
ecclesiastical authority. He wrote, “And speaking of her destruction by 
the Chaldeans, the Spirit in Jer. 15:9, says, “Her sun is gone down 
while it is yet day.” Her royalty was suppressed; yet her moon and stars 
continued to shine under the Persian administration. But, a greater 
calamity was predicted in Joel 2:10, when the earth should quake, and 
the heavens tremble; in other words, when “the sun and the moon 
should be dark, and the stars withdraw their shining.” This would be a 
total eclipse of Israel’s Commonwealth by “the host given to the Little 
Horn of the Goat;” as foretold in Dan. 8:9–12: “It waxed great to the 
host of heaven; and it cast down of the host and of the stars to the 
ground, and stamped upon them;”“ But the eclipse of the glory of Israel 
is winding down. As the apostle Paul put it, “The night is far spent, the 

day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us 

put on the armor of light.” (Romans 13:12). That long looked-for day is 
near at hand, when the Sun of righteousness arises in glory and power, 
establishing the magnificent temple and the way of approach unto God, 
and with his Saints shine forth with glory and honor. 

We look to the heavens and we see that they are not only 
marvelously beautiful, majestically profound, inspiring awe and 
wonder, while teaching us how little we count in the eternal scheme of 
things. “One generation passeth away, and another generation 

cometh: but the earth abideth forever.” (Ecclesiastes 1:4) “He cometh 

forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and 

continueth not.” (Job 14:2) 

It is our great privilege, brethren and sisters, to be able to say that 
we have knowledge and understanding of the works of our Heavenly 
Father. That this beautiful planet on which we live, is a place being 
prepared for His Son and all those who are found worthy at his coming.                    
Continued next month should the Lord will                                                                       bro. Beryl Snyder 


