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Ecclesial News 
GOLDTHWAITE, Texas 

The Goldthwaite ecclesia has some good news to share. Last night, 

our arranging board had the pleasure of interviewing a candidate for 

baptism, Rocky Rhoades. Rocky is the brother of Bro. Glenn Rhoades 

and Sis. Marie Hurst.  

The baptism is scheduled for 9:00 Sunday morning at the home of 

Bro. Glenn and Sis. Julie Rhoades. All are welcome to join us in 

witnessing this joyous occasion.  

In the name of Christ, 

Bro. Curtis Hurst 

DETROIT, Michigan 

Dear Brethren and Sisters in the hope of Israel, 

We thank each and every one for their expressions of comfort and 

prayers during our recent and ongoing health problems with our Sis. 

Ruthie. There are many areas of need and care in the brotherhood today 

and we much realize we need each other along this difficult path to the 

kingdom and we must come together in love and peace to help each 

other on the way to eternal life. The words of our hymn 161 are very 

comforting at this time. 

Brethren, let us walk together 

In the bonds of love and peace: 

Can it be a question whether 

Brethren should from conflict cease? 

‘Tis in union, 

Hope and joy and love increase. 

Much love in the bonds of the Truth, 

Bro. Fred Higham 

 
GATHERINGS & ACTIVITIES 

(To be held Yahweh Willing) 
HENGOED STUDY WEEKEND……….………………………. May 27–30, 2016 
The Hengoed Ecclesia plans to hold its next Study Weekend from Friday the 
27th May to Monday 30th May, 2016, in the Stackpole Outdoor Centre (where it 
has been held in previous years), God Willing. The theme is the “Prophecy of 
Zechariah”  A warm invitation is extended to all in the Berean fellowship to 
gather with us around the Word of Yahweh as we consider the thrilling aspects 
of this Prophecy.  If you plan on attending, please let us know at your earliest 
convenience so that we can plan accommodation and transport.  My email 
address is malesinwales@btinternet.com or feel free to contact any member of 
Hengoed to advise us of your plans. Bro. Steve Male 
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LAMPASAS FRATERNAL GATHERING…….…...…………..June 10–12, 2016 
Bro. Ricky Hurst, PO Box 1381, Goldthwaite TX 76844,    325-451-4075 

HYE FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….………………….…...July 24-31, 2016 
Bro. Mark Braune, 209 Ranger Dr, Buda TX, 78610 512-577-1119, 
markbraune@gmail.com, Study on Ezekiel 

SOUTHEAST FRATERNAL GATHERING…….….….…...October 29-30, 2016 
The gathering will be held at the Elder-Care of Alachua County Senior 
Recreation Center, 5701 NW 34th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 32653.   
Bro. Michael Jasionowski, mjasionowski@gmail.com  

 

The BCAA 

The Berean Christadelphian Audio Archives, or BCAA for short, has made 
available a large selection of talks on MP3 online. The address is 
www.bcaudioarchives.blogspot.com. Please check this link often as we will be 
updating with new material as much as possible. The purpose of this site is to 
restore and make available lectures, exhortations, and study classes. Some of 
these talks are decades old and have seldom been heard.  

We are always looking for tapes, and if you have some talks that you would like 
to share, please email Bro. Craig Kiley (craigkiley@yahoo.com) and we will be 
happy to transfer the talks to MP3 format and post them. 

 

Thy Speech Bewrayeth Thee 
“If any man among you SEEM to be religious, and bridleth not his 

tongue, that man’s religion is VAIN”—James 1:26 

The Scriptures have much to say about our speech. The importance 

of its relation to the way of life or the way of death could hardly be 

overemphasized. The Spirit through Solomon declared (Prov. 18:21)— 

“Life and death are in the power of the tongue.” 

By the medium of speech, Eve was persuaded to transgress the law 

of God. By the same medium, countless since have been deceived into 

the way of death. By it, too, many have been led into the way of Truth 

and Life. 

And not only is our course directed by the influence of speech from 

without, but our own faithful or unfaithful use of this great power will 

determine our eternal destiny, for here is the key to a man’s character 

and heart. Jesus said: 

“Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 

If the Truth is uppermost in our hearts, it will be uppermost in our 

speech. We all know brethren and sisters of whom this is true, and we 

know brethren and sisters of whom it is not true. Here is one of the 

most searching tests as to whether we truly are “in the Faith.” Of 

course, some talk a lot about the Truth who do not have the true spirit 

of the Truth—talking is not everything—but we can be sure that those 
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whose conversation is always about other things are certainly not “in 

the Faith.” 

And it is not just the subject matter of our conversation that 

determines our heart—it is the spirit and character. The Truth can be 

used in conversation as an instrument of abuse and antagonism to 

gratify pride and the perverse, evil reactions of the flesh within us. 

Solomon says— 

“There is that speaketh like the piercing of a sword, but the tongue 

of the wise is health” (Prov. 12:18). 

We know of course, that the pure Spirit-Word is sharper and more 

piercing than any sword, but it must be wielded in meekness and 

wisdom and love, to purge and purify, but not to condemn and 

destroy— 

“If a man be overtaken in a fault, restore such an one in the spirit of 

meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). 

And again (2 Tim. 2:24-25)— 

“The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all men, 

patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves.” 

“Speak evil of no man, but be gentle, showing ALL meekness unto 

ALL men” (Tit. 3:2). 

The supreme importance of the proper control and use of the tongue 

is vividly illustrated by Jesus’ solemn declaration: 

“By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 

condemned” (Matt. 13:37). 

And David says in Psalm 34:12-13— 

“What man is he that desireth life? Keep thy tongue from evil and 

thy lips from speaking guile.” 

James’ short epistle devotes a whole chapter to the power of the 

tongue—to what a tremendous influence it wields, and how difficult it 

is to control. It is among those things of which Jesus says, 

“With man it is impossible, but with God, all things are possible.” 

In this matter, we must confess our helplessness, and earnestly seek 

God’s help. James says (3:2)— 

“If a man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man and able to 

bridle the whole body.” 

If we can learn to control our tongue, we can overcome and control 

all. James remarks that the same tongue will pour forth blessing and 

cursing—blessing God with a great show of reverence and love and 

then turning around and cursing men, whom God hath made in His own 
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image and all of whom He would desire to have taught and led in the 

loving way of life and Truth. 

It is the lesson of the unmerciful debtor, and we all need to take it to 

heart. Who are we—weak, sinful creatures dependent upon God’s love 

and mercy—who are we to take it upon ourselves to berate and 

condemn others? It is a natural, evil tendency of the flesh to criticise 

and find fault. James searchingly and decisively sums up the vital 

importance of our speech when he says (1:26)— 

“If any man among you SEEMETH to be religious, and bridleth not 

his tongue, that man’s religion is vain.” 

The Scripture gives much detailed instruction regarding this 

essential bridling of the tongue. Let us consider this instruction 

together, and then all search out hearts to see whether by failure to 

properly use and control this member we are making our religion vain. 

The Scriptures refer to at least twenty different aspects of the use of the 

tongue in which we can manifest the vanity of our religion. Some—

such as lying—we may at first glance feel constitute no problem or 

danger as regards the brethren of Christ, but if we look into each more 

deeply—remembering how the law of Christ searched right down into 

the dark and sometimes unsuspected roots of our inmost thoughts and 

motives—we shall realize that all are matters of real concern for each 

of us. As James says, in alerting us to the dangers of the evil motions of 

the flesh within us— 

“Do you think that the Scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 

dwelleth in us lusteth to envy” (James 4:5)? 

Take then, this matter of lying. Paul says, speaking of the new man, 

created after God in righteousness and true holiness— 

“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his 

neighbor” (Eph. 4:26). 

Jesus promised in Matt. 5 that the pure in heart, and they alone, 

should see God. The Spirit through Jeremiah declares that the natural 

heart of man is deceitful above all things. Any deceit is lying. The 

purifying of the heart is a life-long task. Who of us can say we have 

never shunned to declare the whole truth, regardless of embarrassment 

or personal disadvantage? Surely none of us who have embraced the 

Truth would consciously tell a lie, but how easy to keep silent or cover 

up a mistake or give an incorrect impression, or allow a 

misunderstanding rather than openly face the consequences with a 

fearless purity of heart! 
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The full stature of the perfect man in Christ Jesus is an infinitely 

high ideal. Blessed are the pure—the completely, guilelessly pure—in 

heart, for they alone shall see God. 

*     *     * 

Evil speaking, backbiting and talebearing comprise another 

manifestation of the evil of the flesh that finds vent through the 

tongue—a very common evil that only the power of the Spirit can 

control. Unless we are constantly careful, and unless we are purely 

motivated by love and the mind of the Spirit, we shall find that much of 

our conversation about others, when honestly evaluated by divine 

standards, comes under the heading of gossip and backbiting. 

True, there are times when it is necessary to speak of the faults of 

others. But unless it is truly necessary, and done in the scriptural way, 

and in the proper scriptural spirit, we are running a grave risk of divine 

condemnation. The Spirit through Solomon declares— 

“The words of a talebearer are wounds and they go down into the 

innermost parts of the belly” (Prov. 26:22). 

The immediate reaction of the flesh, on reading this passage, is to be 

struck with how remarkably it fits someone else. But let us, for the time 

being, curb this evil reaction and consider how remarkably they fit 

ourselves—how many times we have allowed the natural malice, of 

which we all have a share, to lead us into this flesh-gratifying sin. “The 

words of a tale-bearer are as dainty morsels”—how searchingly true 

this divine analysis! 

The way of the Truth is the way of love—in all relationships. If our 

feeling toward our brethren and sisters is not pure love, regardless of 

their faults and weaknesses, then we ourselves are not the children of 

God, but are of the world. Love is kindness and gentleness and a desire 

to help and strengthen. Solomon records again (Prov. 17:9)— 

“He that covereth a transgression seeketh love, but he that 

repeateth a matter separateth very friends.” 

This does not mean a glossing over or condoning of what is wrong, 

but a proper, pure-hearted, sympathetic, loving approach with a desire 

to build up. Let us take heed that we do not stand at the judgment seat 

exposed before all as what Paul describes as “tattlers and busybodies” 

(1 Tim. 5:13). It is a very easy and common sin. “Speak evil of no 

man” is the command. Even in our proclaiming of the Truth, let us take 

heed. We are not judges or executioners, but humble messengers with 

good tidings of light and love and divine compassion and long-

suffering. 

*     *     * 
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Foolish talking is another universal failing of the flesh. “Foolish 

talking and jesting,” says the apostle, are “not convenient”—not 

fitting—not in harmony with the holiness and solemnity and beauty of 

our calling. 

It is sometimes hard for us to see the point in this, especially if we 

are young. It seems a crabbed and sour outlook. Joking seems so 

harmless and good-natured and pleasant. But as the mind grows in 

spiritual values, light, foolish talking is seen to be empty and shallow 

and false. The real, abiding joy of the Spirit is gradually realized to be 

deep and permanent, while humor is so transitory, and basically 

unsatisfying, with no lasting power. How well is it summed up in 

Ecclesiastes! 

“Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the 

countenance the heart is made better. 

“The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of 

fools is in the house of mirth. 

“It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear 

the song of fools. 

“For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the 

fool: this also is vanity” (Eccl. 7:3-6). 

*     *     * 

For God’s children there is never any place for angry words— 

“Let ALL bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, be put away from you, 

and be ye kind” (Eph. 4:31-32). 

Solomon says (Eccl. 7:9)— 

“Anger resteth in the bosom of fools.” 

An angry parent cannot be creating a godly child, for godliness is 

self-control and anger is an immature lack of self-control. How can we 

be teaching what we are denying by our actions? Do we realize the 

seriousness of angry words? Jesus clearly warns us (Matt. 5:22)— 

“Whosoever shall say, Thou foul, shall be in danger of Gehenna 

fire.” 

In the final twenty one verses of the book of wisdom’s way entitled 

Proverbs, there is a description of the ideal woman—the ideal wife—

her price far above rubies. This beautiful picture is both literal and 

spiritual. In its fullest sense it represents the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, 

and as such it has a message for all who aspire to membership in that 

glorious community. Verse 26 says— 

“She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law 

of kindness.” 
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“In her tongue is the law of kindness.” At all times and under all 

circumstances, otherwise it would be meaningless. 

Here is the essence of ideal womanhood. 

*     *     * 

Some more than others, but all of us quite often, are guilty of the 

fleshly folly of just plain talking too much— 

“In the multitude of words, there wanteth not sin.” 

This is bound to be true, for a loose tongue cannot be a carefully 

disciplined tongue. It is the sign of a shallow mind: 

“A fool’s voice is known by multitude of words” (Eccl. 5:3). 

Let us, when we find ourselves chattering, remind ourselves that we 

are manifesting our folly, and sinning before God. Of those who aspire 

to the eternal joys of fellowship with Him, He requires constant 

reverence and circumspection— 

“God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be 

few” (Eccl. 5:2). 

Jesus warned, regarding a similar abuse of the tongue— 

“Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 

thereof in the day of judgment” (Matt. 12:36). 

Some, feeling this to be “an hard saying,” have tried to change its 

meaning by interpreting “idle” as “evil,” but when we look honestly 

into the true meaning of the word, we find it does really mean “idle”—

”vain”—”profitless”—and it is a sober warning against a very common 

weakness. The mind of the Spirit is a consistent way of life, and idle, 

profitless words are no part of that way. The Proverbs express the issue 

with striking plainness (13:3)— 

“He that keepeth his mouth, keepeth his life, but he that openeth 

wide his lips shall have destruction.” 

There is a related error of which the Scriptures speak—the tendency 

to let talking and proposing take the place of working and 

accomplishing— 

“In all labour there is profit, but the talk of the lips tendeth only to 

penury” (Prov. 14:23). 

This is equally true in the spiritual as in the natural. It is so easy to 

wish and to propose and to discuss, but the persistent and consistent 

effort that is required to get things done does not come so readily and 

easily to natural man. 

*     *     * 

Proud-talking is especially offensive to God— 
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“In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride” (Prov. 14:3). 

Anything we say that is intended, directly or indirectly, to reflect 

credit upon ourselves and to impress others, is a form of this folly. If 

we honestly examine our conversation, we shall find that this is often 

the motive of our remarks even though, unless we stop to think 

especially about it, we are hardly conscious of any such motive. The 

pride of the flesh is so ingrained that it colors our speech without any 

conscious effort. 

In fact, any talk about ourselves unless it has a specific and 

necessary purpose, comes in this general category. Let us beware of the 

natural tendency to make ourselves and our affairs the center of 

conversation. 

The ungodly say (Psa. 12:4)— 

“With our tongues will we prevail: our lips are our own. Who is 

lord over us?” 

If we allow our conversation to follow our natural inclinations, and 

do not consciously bridle our tongue according to the instruction of the 

Spirit, we are in practice adopting this proud foolishness of the 

ungodly, and denying our subjection to any control. 

*     *     * 

There is another weakness of the tongue of which we find sad 

examples in Scriptures, even in righteous men. Prov. 29:20 says— 

“Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? There is more hope of 

a fool than of him.” 

To be habitually hasty of speech—rashly blurting out the first 

reaction of the flesh, in excitement or annoyance—is truly hopeless, but 

none are entirely free from this danger. 

The great example here, of course, is Moses, the meekest of men, 

who—under great provocation—spoke hastily and inadvisedly with his 

lips, and was as a result denied his life’s crowning desire. The quick 

sharp retort is usually regretted, but it can never be recalled, 

therefore— 

“The heart of the wise studieth to answer, but the mouth of the 

wicked poureth out evil things” (Prov. 15:28). 

And James solemnly counsels (1:19)— 

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 

slow to speak.” 

*     *     * 

Contention is another abuse of the great power and privilege of 

speech. Paul says to Titus (3:9)— 
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“Avoid contention, for it is unprofitable and vain.” 

And the wisdom of the Spirit in Proverbs tells us— 

“A fool’s lips enter into contention” (18:6). 

Contentiousness is one of the basic natural evils of the flesh. See 

how children will squabble and quarrel over the most trivial things, just 

for the sake of squabbling. Paul told the Corinthians that strife among 

them proved they were still carnal and fleshly-minded spiritual infants. 

Any strife in an ecclesia indicates there is a wrong spirit on both sides, 

for the spiritually-minded will not be drawn into contention but will 

comport themselves with gentleness and meekness and love toward all. 

The Proverbs declare— 

“It is an honor for a man to cease from strife.” 

There is indeed such a thing—a noble and dignified and profitable 

thing—as “contending earnestly for the Faith,” but the spiritually wise 

will distinguish it from fleshly contention and the natural human spirit 

of contentiousness. Often, because of the deceptiveness of the flesh, 

contending for the Truth takes on the evil spirit of fleshly contention. In 

any difference of opinion we must be on guard against this subtle 

danger. 

*     *     * 

Peter says of Jesus, in warning against another misuse of the tongue 

(1 Pet. 2:23)— 

“When he was reviled, he reviled not again.” 

When, in his suffering, he was mocked and reviled, he did not 

retaliate, or allow it to disturb his peace in God, but he looked upon his 

revilers with pity and compassion and prayed for them, realizing that 

their evil spirit was only destroying themselves. 

To revile is to address or speak of with abuse or contempt. We must 

take care that this spirit does not creep into our zeal against evil and sin. 

We are but Gospel messengers—God alone is the Judge; He alone has 

the right to condemn. 

*     *     * 

The opposite of reviling is equally condemned in Scripture—

flattery. In fact the Scriptures speak much more vehemently against this 

than we would ever expect, and this should lead us to some searching 

thought on this matter—as to why it is so evil, and wherein we are in 

danger of transgressing. The Spirit saith.— 

“A flattering mouth worketh ruin” (Prov. 26:28). 

“Meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips” (Prov. 20:19). 

“The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips” (Psa. 12:13). 
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“Their throat is an open sepulchre . . . they flatter with their 

tongue” (Psa 5:9). 

“He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the 

morning, it shall be accounted a curse to him” (Prov. 27:14). 

To flatter is to praise with a view of gratifying pride, in order to 

seek some advantage. It is very common in the world, in business and 

in social intercourse, and is considered part of the necessary apparatus 

for gaining our ends with people. But God hates it, because it is false 

and hypocritical and it caters to the pride of the flesh. It is directly 

opposed to the divine principles of sincerity and the humbling of the 

flesh. 

If we are not careful, we shall often slip into it, for it is very easy 

and pleasant and has present advantage, and seems to make things 

easier without apparently doing harm. But let us remember that it is 

false, and God hates it. We must get the pure, high viewpoint of the 

Spirit. 

*     *     * 

On another point, the Spirit warns (Prov. 27:2)— 

“Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth.” 

If we do not set a spiritual guard upon our lips, we shall find that 

much of our conversation is subtly flavored with the element of self-

praise, self-commendation, and self-glory. 

We instinctively seek to impress others. If not by direct boasting, 

then by little casual hints and references, we try to make sure others get 

to know all the “good” or “clever” things we have done. 

If we could have a recording of our day’s conversation, and then 

carefully study it over at the end of the day in the light of God’s Word, 

what a sad show it would often make!—How much chaff! How much 

worldliness! How much juvenile self-glory! How much foolishness! 

How much out of harmony with the pure, gentle mind of the Spirit! 

*     *     * 

The Proverbs are our guide in another matter concerning the tongue. 

How often we find our inner weaknesses mirrored and exposed by 

these searching Spirit-words!— 

“A fool uttereth all his mind, but a wise man keepeth it in till 

afterwards” (Prov. 29:11). 

Who has not many times regretted his failure to remember these 

words of divine wisdom?— 

“Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from 

troubles.” 
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There are some who seem to have no ability to keep anything to 

themselves; they must of necessity “utter all their mind.” Let us take 

care we are not among them, for the weakness is much commoner than 

we are liable to suspect. Many never grow out of this habit of 

childhood. 

*     *     * 

Paul says, counselling against another evil (Eph. 4:29)— 

“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.” 

Here again, let us not just take a shallow view and brush this off as a 

quite unnecessary caution in our case. True, we are happily free from 

the coarse and lewd conversation that seems to be the principal 

obsession of this degenerate, Sodom-like generation. 

But what constitutes a “corrupt communication” in God’s sight? 

The contrast in this passage is— 

“But that which is good to the use of edifying.” 

—implying that what is not good to the use of edifying is corrupt. 

We are impressed again with the broad principle— 

“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23). 

Even among our words, there are no neutrals. Either we are 

consciously and purposely edifying, or we are corrupting and breaking 

down, whether it be intentional or not. 

And what are we to do as to the “Filthy conversation of the 

wicked?” We must be ever on guard not to be drawn into the world’s 

foolish talk, for it so often turns to filthiness or godlessness, and we 

find ourselves in a humiliating and compromised position as a part of 

their corrupt picture. 

Even silence is hardly a sufficient witness, for chattering buffoons 

thoughtlessly take it for consent. Gently but very firmly we must make 

our abhorrence of corrupt communications clear. 

*     *     * 

On another aspect of the use of the tongue, Jesus says— 

“Swear not at all . . . Let your communication be, yea, yea; nay, 

nay; for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil” (Matt. 5:34). 

Whatsoever is more than a simple yea and nay, cometh of evil. Any 

ritual or contrivance to make our statements seem more emphatic or 

trustworthy “cometh of evil.” How does it? What does Jesus mean? 

There is a deep lesson here, and a deep principle involved. Jesus in 

the early chapters of Matthew portrays the ideal of perfection— 

“Be ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 
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Jesus sweeps away all oaths by making every word holy and pure, 

just as he swept away the shadowy sabbath by making every day holy 

and pure. A sabbath set apart implies common days that are not set 

apart. If every day is lived wholly unto God, what room is there for a 

sabbath?— 

“When that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall 

be done away.” 

So with our speech. There are no degrees of truthfulness. When 

Jesus put away oaths, he raised common every day speech to the high 

ideal of divine perfection. 

“Let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay.” 

Picture a man whose every word is sober and pure and carefully 

weighed in the divine balance before utterance—a man whose speech is 

patterned upon all the beautiful instructions of the Spirit. Would it not 

be incongruous and superfluous for such to bolster his word with an 

oath? 

We must learn to speak as if every word were uttered upon a solemn 

oath before God. Though we fall far short, can we not see the infinitely 

desirable beauty of this ideal. 

But some will say, “Has not God Himself confirmed His Word with 

an oath?” True. But we are not God. A different purpose is to be 

served, and a different principle applies. For one thing, God is not upon 

probation in the way of righteousness. God is not being trained 

regarding holiness of speech. For another, God is dealing with men—

the infinite with the finite—and in gracious condescension gives them 

added assurance because of their weakness. 

God’s Word does not need an oath to make it sure. It is no surer 

with an oath than without, and the more clearly we can perceive this, 

the better God is pleased. We are told in Proverbs 30:5— 

“EVERY WORD of God is pure (RV: tried, proved true).” 

Consider how Jesus marvelled at the deep perception of the faith of 

the centurion (Matt. 8:8)— 

“Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” 

—the simple, pure, unattested word—What faith! And Jesus’ gentle 

rebuke to Thomas embodies the same principle: 

“Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” 

There is another aspect in which oaths are not fitting for men, that 

does not apply to God. Jesus says further— 

“Swear not by heaven—it is God’s throne; 

Nor earth—it is God’s footstool; 
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Nor Jerusalem—it is God’s city.” 

All is God’s, and only God can swear by it. Puny man has nothing 

and is nothing. He dare not even swear by his own head, for he cannot 

even change the color of one single hair of that head, says Jesus. How 

vividly the Master emphasizes man’s utter helplessness! Who is he to 

swear by anything, as if he could control it, or his own destiny? A 

passing vapor—dust and ashes— 

“Let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; for whatsoever is more 

than these cometh of evil.” 

There is a further serious thought concerning this matter of oaths 

and yea and nay, into which we easily tend to slip through 

thoughtlessness. The world is full of subtle substitutes for oaths, so that 

the flesh may violate the spirit of the command while observing the 

letter. 

If we examine all the common ejaculations of surprise, or 

excitement, or anger, or even just common emphasis, we shall usually 

find that they are disguised oaths, and concealed ways of taking God’s 

Name in vain. 

Consider such expressions as “Good gracious,” “For pity’s sake,” 

“My Goodness,” “For Goodness’ sake,” “Goodness knows.” 

If we have any doubt as to what these expressions mean, and where 

they are derived from, we need only to consult a dictionary—Webster 

defines “Goodness knows” as—”An exclamation equivalent to ‘God 

only knows’.” Similarly we find many exclamations that parody curse 

words. “Darn,” says Webster, is a euphemism for “damn.” “Gee 

whiz” is patterned after “Jesus.” “Golly,” Webster tells us, is “a 

substitute for God.” 

Divinely acceptable use of the tongue is a far more serious and 

searching thing than we are apt to realize. 

*     *     * 

Murmuring next comes before our attention. It is very natural to 

complain, find fault, and be dissatisfied like spoiled children whenever 

things are not just exactly as we think we would like them to be. But do 

we realize that we are speaking against the love and providence of 

God? 

Even small and passing annoyances and dissatisfactions are 

manifestations of carnal thinking and evidences of lack of any real 

faith, for the promise is (Rom. 8:28)— 

“ALL things work together for good to them that love God.” 
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Either we believe that FULLY, or we do not believe it at all. There 

is no middle ground. How beautifully Job expresses the attitude of the 

spiritual mind— 

“Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord and shall we not 

receive evil? . . . 

“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him!” 

We may feel that we could rise to this height in some great disaster, 

but often a more searching test of our character comes in the little daily 

disappointments that catch us off guard in our natural state when we are 

not heroically steeled for a great and showy display of patient 

resignation. 

But let us remember that for murmuring under trials far heavier than 

we have to face, Israel (says Paul) were “destroyed of the destroyer,” 

and this, he says, was an example for us. Therefore, let us— 

“Do ALL things without murmurings” (Phil. 2:14). 

*     *     * 

Isa. 29:13 expresses a complaint God had against Israel— 

“This people draw near Me with their mouth, and with their lips do 

honor Me, but have removed their heart far from Me.” 

Lip-service. Are our heart and mind always fully with our lips in all 

our praise—in all our singing of hymns and attending of meetings and 

breaking of bread and doing of daily readings? If our minds tend to 

wander, then it is only an offensive mechanical lip-service that we are 

offering to the Great Creator upon whom we depend for every breath. 

It is so fatally easy to slip into this, especially in matters like 

meetings and hymn singing, that have the character of repetition and 

familiarity. 

To the prophet Jeremiah, even in the midst of his Lamentations for 

the destruction of his people and desolation of the land, God’s mercies 

were seen with marvel and awe, as “new every morning” (Lam. 3:23). 

We must perceive the mercy of the Creator with the same continual 

freshness and vividness and give all our heart and soul to His service, 

or we to shall fall into the rut of lip-service. The only way to keep our 

minds from wandering to other interests if not to have any other 

interests—to shun everything that does not properly fit into that pattern. 

*     *     * 

Harsh words call for special mention—not necessarily angry words, 

but just habitually, often thoughtlessly harsh words. The flesh is a 

harsh, coarse, irritable thing. Graciousness and gentleness do not come 

naturally. They are spiritual qualities. 
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Let us not make the sad mistake of thinking that contending for the 

Truth or raising children call for harsh words at any time. Gentle words 

can do the job much better, much more impressively, much more 

lastingly, and with much deeper and sweeter results in the recipient. 

In both fields discipline is often required to maintain faithfulness, 

but harsh words are no fitting part of it. Harsh words are ALWAYS an 

ugly manifestation of our own inner flesh: we must face this fact if we 

hope for healthy results. 

It is particularly on occasions requiring discipline that solemn, 

gentle, well-weighed, impressive, Spirit-guided words are so essential. 

Harshness can only shrivel and blight, and breed harshness in return. 

The true meekness and gentleness of Christ must be consistent on 

all occasions if it is to be part of our real character and not a cloak of 

convenience. 

“The words of a wise man’s mouth are grace” (Eccl. 10:12). 

True, Christ, as the mouthpiece of God, spoke scathing words of 

judgment that were Spirit-inspired, but we are not called to be so used 

and so inspired, and the pattern laid down for us is clear— 

“Meekness toward all” . . . “Speak evil of none.” 

Expose the whole, dark, world-wide fabric of sin and error in clear 

and unreserved terms, by the searching light of the Spirit Word—keep 

carefully separate from it all in faithfulness to divine command—but 

always in gentleness and mercy and hope, for who are we to pronounce 

another’s judgment? 

*     *     * 

We have considered the many warnings and instructions concerning 

the spoken and written word (for the instructions apply equally to 

both). Let us in closing glance at its powers and benefits and beauties. 

First we think of the Word of God. 

“In the beginning was the Word.” 

“By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made.” 

And by that Word the gracious, glorious message of life and hope 

came to perishing man. 

And in the fulness of times the Word was made flesh. All that 

marvelous message and purpose was focused in the Son of God— 

“And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth.” 

And when he began his ministry of love and sacrifice among men, 

those who heard him— 
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“. . . Wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out of his 

mouth” (Luke 4:22). 

The Word of God is our great treasure—able to make us wise unto 

salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). Counsel concerning preserving its integrity is 

solemn and frequent— 

“Hold fast the form of sound words” (2 Tim. 1:13). 

“To the law and to the testimony, if any speak not according to this 

Word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20). 

“If any man speak, let him speak as the Oracles of God.” 

What a vast range of good is in the power of the tongue! Toward 

God—praise, worship, thanksgiving, confession, intercession, entreaty. 

Toward man—preaching, teaching, exhorting, comforting, 

encouraging, warning and rebuke— 

“The lips of the righteous feed many” (Prov. 10:21). 

“The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life.” 

“Death, and life, are in the power of the tongue.” 

Let us then, with firm determination, make the words of the 

Psalmist our own— 

“I am purposed that my mouth should not transgress . . . 

“I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue . . . 

“I will keep my mouth with a bridle . . . 

“Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth . . . keep the door of my 

lips.”                                                                      —Bro. G.V.Growcott 

 

 

Meditations—Deity’s Ways No. 80 

    LET us not forget our brethren and sisters in isolation. Let us 

encourage and comfort them when we are able with a letter or printed 

matter announcing our lectures and ecclesial proceedings. This is a 

duty, which, if faithfully performed, will certainly relate us to the 

blessing of Matthew 25:40. Those in isolation are much to be pitied. 

Their position is fraught with exceptional temptations. How great these 

are, only those can tell who have been cut off from the support and 

stimulus of the meetings. As to those in isolation, let them not neglect 

the divine antidote to the dangers of their situation. The safe-guard is 

reading—earnest and incessant reading of the Scriptures, and the 

writings of those who have understood and loved them. If this counsel 

is heeded, there will be no going astray, even though in isolation—no 

letting slip the great things of God. If it is disregarded, then laxity is 
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sure to set in, as the experience of many has shown. Reading of the 

scriptures and of the writings referred to will, in a sense, provide the 

lonely with company—excellent company. It will bring them within the 

all-powerful influence of the Great Unseen God, and the homely and 

cheering influence of the brethren, although they may be separated 

from them by thousands of miles, or death. Let those in isolation regard 

it not only as wise but imperative to provide for themselves the 

Christadelphian and the works of Dr. Thomas and brother Roberts. We 

would follow up our commendation of these works by offering to lend 

them to any who cannot otherwise obtain them. 

How we read and re-read and cherish the communications received 

from absent loved ones—how their writing seems to bring them to our 

side with all their inspiring and comforting influence. It is this kind of 

affection that we need to enkindle in our hearts for the Scriptures, and 

the writings of those who have understood and loved them. Can such 

affection be grown? Yes, or the Scriptures mislead us. “My soul 

breaketh for the longing that it hath unto thy judgments at all times,” 

said the sweet psalmist of Israel (Ps. 119:20). How can we get this 

affection? By a genuine appreciation of the truth—a condition of mind 

which is to be reached by disposing the mind to think seriously about 

the truth. It is because men will not think upon the truth that they so 

lightly esteem the writings concerning it. The truth will bear thinking 

about. The more we ruminate on it, the more beautiful and precious 

will it appear. Is not this the experience of all who have set themselves 

the task of working out subjects relating to the truth? Is there anything 

so beautiful, so reasonable, so satisfying as the truth? Is it not suited to 

all our sad wants? Does it not unravel to us the bewildering perplexities 

of our present vain life? Does it not at the same time fill us with bright 

hopes as to the future? Does it not take us in hand, as it were, with the 

care and tenderness of a loving parent, and lead us gently on and on 

through the enigmatical darkness of our probation, ever speaking to us 

by the way words of encouragement and warning? If our minds are 

steadfastly set towards the truth, the love of it will follow, and also the 

love of its literature. 

Christadelphians are to be distinguished from mere pretenders by 

their works. True Christadelphians are a virtuous and upright people. 

The truth believed and obeyed has separated them, and keeps them 

separate, from the world, and inspires them to exhibit in their daily life 

the moral excellence of their Father in heaven (1 Pet. 2:9; Phil. 2:15). 

They are God-like—imitators of His ways (Eph. 5:1, R.V.); holy (1 Pet. 

1:15, 16); the enemies of unbelief and all unrighteousness (2 Cor. 6:14–

18). This standard is said by some to be unreasonably high, but the 
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objection is evil, and proceeds, as a rule, from those who make no 

attempt to reach the divine requirements. It is not in the perfect sense 

that God-likeness is expected, but to the best of our human capability. 

Who is there that cannot, with determination and effort, exhibit to a 

degree in their daily life the mercy, kindness, patience, justice, and 

moral purity of God? Yea, it is those only who do so, who are God’s 

children, or true Christadelphians. “But,” says someone else, “God is a 

consuming fire—He is not always forgiving, but very avengeful. Are 

we to copy Him in this?” No, for good reasons. God has particularised 

this matter, and commanded us to make it an exception in imitating 

Him. He has done so, not because vengeance and punishment, when 

infallibly applied, are wrong, but because of our frailty, and inability to 

judge righteously, and because of the good, as regards our probationary 

and moral development, that abstention from these things brings. The 

time will come when, even in the matter of punishing and visiting 

vengeance, we shall be God-like. 

Why do not brethren reflect more before they take their pen in 

hand? And when their errors are plainly pointed out, why do thay not 

pause and own up instead of wriggling? Why are brethren so ignoble, 

so flippant and daring when dealing with the great and solemn truths of 

God? These are questions that arise as one looks upon a pile of 

saddening, distracting, faith-killing printed matter—leaflets, pamphlets, 

and magazines—that has emanated from various brethren since the 

days of Dr. Thomas. Words, words, words—rash assertion, spiteful 

controversy, self-justification, without rhyme or reason. Dr. Thomas, 

whom these foolish writers essay to correct and explain, has opened our 

eyes to the sublime truths of the gospel, and these brethren, by their 

illogical and unscriptural arguments, tend to shut them up again. Oh! 

that brethren would realise that, if ever there is a time for man to abase 

himself, exhibit humility, carefulness, straightforwardness, and caution, 

it is when undertaking the task of setting forth the Word of God. Would 

that brethren would realise more keenly the sacred place that the truth 

of God holds in His estimation—that He esteems it of infinitely greater 

value than flesh and blood. If they did so, many would hesitate and 

shake before writing as they do. We may be quite sure of this—that if 

we tamper with the truth, oppose it, deal with it dishonestly or wrongly, 

we shall, sooner or later, be ruthlessly brushed aside. With the sad 

havoc caused by Renunciationism, Partial-inspirationism, and other 

unscriptural notions of the last thirty years, before us, let us think many 

times before we commit a novel exegesis or doctrine to writing. 

                                                  —Bro. A.T. Jannaway— 1906 
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Principles of Righteousness — “The Enacted Parable 

of Christ’s Healings” 
 “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; he has sent me to heal the 

broken‐hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18–19). 

This work was one principally of grace. As such, it was and is, directed 

towards those who the Master refers to in Matthew chapter 5 as “the 

poor in spirit” (i.e. poor in disposition and character who know they are 

in dire need of Christ’s mercy.) “I’m not come,” says he in another 

place, “to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:31–32). 

“Sinners” know that they are poor, blind and bruised. They are 

broken‐hearted because the broken heart and contrite spirit (Psalm 51) 

are the sacrifices of repentance which alone are acceptable in the 

Lord’s sight. Those alone, who possess these attributes, are the ones 

to whom Christ came to proclaim “the acceptable year of the Lord”, the 

year of release and liberty (Isaiah 58:6). This proclamation is of 

forgiveness; liberty from the mental and moral servitude to sin by which 

man can draw closer to the divine truth, as manifested in God’s 

character and the promise of deliverance from the bondage of death. 

This is the substance of Christ’s teachings in Matthew chapters 5–7. 

There is an incident recorded by Matthew that occurred immediately 

after the Lord’s discourse upon the mount, which illustrates the purpose 

of those teachings and man’s response to them. This incident was the 

Lord’s meeting with a leper in the last stages of that hideous disease 

(Matthew 8:1–4). Leprosy was a disease which, more than any other in 

the Old Testament times, God said he would inflict on Israel for 

disobedience (Deuteronomy 28:27, 35). Sin and disease become 

synonymous in certain types in the scriptural record. We can well 

understand why under the Law, those inflicted with leprosy were 

rendered unfit for fellowship with God. It is important for us to never 

forget that at one time we were all leprous in God’s sight, the living 

dead. “Dead,” says Paul, “in trespasses and sins… Fulfilling the desires 

of the flesh and of the mind and were by nature the children of wrath… 

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 

us… Quickened us together in Christ and by grace saved us” 

(Ephesians 2:1–5). 

Leviticus chapters 13 and 14 warned Israel who were baptised into 

Moses that leprosy can recur after its initial healing. It can “break out 

again”. So the sin that we were forgiven and cleansed of at our baptism 

can contaminate anyone of us again. 

In ecclesial life today, we have seen lepers excluded from the ecclesia 

because of sin and the neglect of God’s word. The reason for their 
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exclusion, whether it be the sin of jealousy (Miriam’s), or greed 

(Gehazi’s), or pride (Uzziah’s), seems irrelevant, when one is in that 

hideous condition, unable to appeal to law to save, but desperate for 

God’s mercy. I have heard it said of those who have committed 

adultery as a result of divorce and remarriage, “they have had their 

chance, and they knew it was wrong, they cannot be forgiven 

because they did it deliberately, they can never come back while 

they remain in that condition”. While this may be partially correct, 

this is a pharisaic attitude condemned by the Lord both in his teachings 

and in his practice. To consider the correct appreciation of this 

problem, we cheerfully undertake the matter of rightly dividing God’s 

word with respect to mercy and judgement, for in doing so we 

accompany the Lord Jesus and consider how he made plain the 

Father’s grace and truth. 

Perhaps early in this leprous condition (Matthew 8:1–4), this man went 

back many times to the priest hoping that the leprosy had stopped its 

tenacious advance, only to be rejected. His notoriety amongst the 

people would have made him instantly recognisable and his pitiful cries 

of warning “unclean, unclean”, to the passers‐by would have alienated 

him even from those who may have taken pity. Now, after many years, 

all hope lost, a walking corpse, the living dead, yet hearing the fame of 

the Lord and the joyful cries of those who had been healed by the son 

of David, he girds up his last remnants of strength and faith and goes 

and falls at the Lord’s feet. 

We can only imagine the pitiful sight our Lord would have beheld—the 

flesh around his eyes eaten away, his head without a nose or hair, 

covered over to hide his identity, his fingerless hands held closely to his 

chest, his raw flesh ulcerated, its pits and holes filled by corrupting 

excretions, irradiating a vile stench; finally prostrating himself upon the 

ground, and an unearthly sound gurgling up through his throat, his 

palate having been eaten away, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 

clean” (Matthew 8:2). 

There can be no doubt that faith was present in this man, for the Lord’s 

healing is a testimony to this fact. But nonetheless, a grave doubt in 

this man’s mind was expressed through his desperate request, “if thou 

wilt, thou canst make me clean”. The law could not save him, but faith 

in God and His mercy manifested through His son could heal him. 

This is the problem we share with the leper, individually and ecclesially. 

It is not the lack of faith in God’s ability to heal, to forgive, but the belief 

that He is willing to do so and we to manifest God’s character in 

doing likewise. The leper’s iniquity over the course of many years of 

reflection, bore so heavily upon his mind that he no doubt felt that 

though “God’s arm is not so shortened that it cannot save”, it may not 

extend as far as himself. He was, in his sight and in all men’s sight, and 

in the sight of the law, unredeemable. His terminal disease symbolised 
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his iniquity, as Isaiah so poignantly records, “Ah sinful nation a people 

laden with iniquity… From the sole of the foot even unto the head there 

is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises and putrefying sores: 

they have not closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment” 

(Isaiah 1:4–6). 

Mark’s parallel record tells us something of our Lord’s character that 

reflected his Father’s, towards corruptible fallen man symbolised by the 

leper. Though he was bowed down by the guilt of his iniquity, dead in 

trespasses and sins, desperate for healing, the offscouring of all men, 

yet he was embraced by the son of God. “Jesus, moved with 

compassion, put forth his hand and touched him, and said unto him, I 

will; (I am willing) be thou clean” (Mark 1:40). 

No man espousing the law would have come near this man, let alone 

touch him. The Jews had no compassion for this “sinner”. The 

judgements of God had overtaken him, doomed to wander in isolation 

till the day he crumbled back into dust. They thought that they were 

law keepers; they did not go near people like this who deserved 

their plight. Why, to be moved to compassion towards such an 

one, would have been tantamount to apostasy! 

Now this attitude, my dear brethren and sisters, is the very attitude 

many manifest towards those who have divorced and remarried within 

the ecclesia. All manner of scripture is quoted or rather misquoted, just 

as the Pharisees misquoted the law to justify their practices of divorce 

and remarriage. We can misquote the law of Christ to shut up our 

bowels of mercy towards those who have sinned, and in the process 

become, not manifestations of our Father’s will, but enemies to the 

cross of Christ. This was the writer’s attitude for many years; I was 

zealously moved against such, more so than many of my brethren. But 

through the grace of God, through His providential hand and great 

mercies, I saw my utter folly. In the Lord Jesus Christ there was a 

perfect ‘making plain’ of justice and mercy. So too, in our ecclesial 

discussions on these cases, there must be this ‘making plain’ and 

evident setting forth of these principles, whereby God’s truth can 

be exalted and proclaimed and the repentant sinner be touched by 

the outstretched hand of the ecclesia. 

All the Lord’s miracles must be understood as reflecting God’s power to 

save men’s lives, not in the transient sense of which the miracle had 

but a passing benefit, but symbolising eternal salvation, intimately 

connected with the kingdom of God which the Lord’s anointed went 

from city to city preaching (Luke 4:43). The miracles preached the 

setting free of the captives from the law of sin and death. They 

therefore had a mental and moral liberation and a prophetic physical 

deliverance in the kingdom age. 
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The means of this healing was God’s Holy Spirit. The word the Lord 

spoke was “spirit and truth”. In the majority of the Lord’s healings, a 

prerequisite was always encouraged to be evidently manifested, and 

this is illustrated in the Lord’s often repeated words, “according to your 

faith be it unto you”. This healing work, symbolic of God’s saving 

power mentally, morally and physically, was not to be the sole 

providence of the Lord Jesus Christ. According to Yahweh’s will, this 

was also the basis on which he sent forth his disciples during his 

ministry to preach the gospel. Yet on one notable occasion, his 

disciples were unable to heal a severe case of a man’s lunatic son 

(Matthew 17). This inability to heal brought forth the Lord’s response, 

“this kind can only go out through prayer and fasting”. 

Although the Lord’s disciples today do not have the power to heal 

physical diseases, God’s saving work nevertheless continues through 

his spirit word manifested in those who are indeed His children. If we 

are to be the channel through which God saves men’s lives today, then 

it is a great truth that not only does faith need to be present in the one 

healed mentally and morally, but also pre‐eminently in the healer. 

“Prayer and fasting” remains the key, the pouring out of our soul unto 

God, that we may understand and then do his will. 

The Lord Jesus “went about… Preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 

and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease… They 

brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases 

and torments and those possessed of devils and those who were 

lunatic and those that had the palsy; and he healed them” (Matthew 

4:23–24). 

The Lord said on another occasion, “All manner of sin and blasphemy 

shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 

shall not be forgiven unto men” (Matthew 12:31). This must be the 

subject of our faith even as it was in all those who came to Jesus to be 

healed. The sin of divorce and remarriage for reasons other than 

“porneia” can also be forgiven. The apostle John being an eyewitness 

to the Lord’s work and his teachings wrote, “If we confess our sins he 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9; 2:1–2). 

Under the Law, if a leper touched another man he was ceremonially 

“unclean”. But when this leper came into contact with Christ who was 

the end and fulfilment of the law, the clean (mentally and morally) 

cleansed the unclean. Matthew records that upon touching this leper 

and the simultaneous words, “I am willing be thou clean”, immediately 

his leprosy was cleansed (Matthew 8:3). So it is with sin that is 

forgiven. The Lord dramatically illustrates this on another occasion 

when he healed the palsied man. 
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Jerusalem Revisited – 7A 

OLIVET HOUSE, JERUSALEM, 

March, 1912. 

DEAR BROTHER WALKER.—When the Arab servant at the Jericho 

hotel knocked at our bedroom door at 5:30 a.m., and awoke me, sister 

Jannaway was already up and dressed, and ready for breakfast. Oh, that 

breakfast! Fancy, on a holiday and having to partake of that meal 

without any butter! especially with slices of bread evidently left from 

the previous day’s dinner. My consolation was that no butter is much to 

be preferred to rancid butter, which, doubtless, it would have been, 

judging by other viands in the fat line. Even the bread would have been 

a capital substitute for sandpaper. We made short work of the meal, and 

by 6:15 we were on the road “going up to Jerusalem.” What a Bible 

sound those four words have, for how often do we read of Jesus and the 

apostles doing the same journey. And by-and-bye, too, it will be the 

privilege and duty of all in the Kingdom of God to make an annual 

excursion up to Jerusalem “to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and 

to keep the Feast of Tabernacles” (Zech. 14:16). 

We had a fine view of the sun rising over the mountains of Moab 

and Gilead. Knowing you as I do, I am sure you won’t “sniff” at a good 

quotation because it happens to be culled from clerical sources, and, 

therefore, make bold to use another’s impression to convey my own. 

“I came up to see the sun rise once more over the eastern 

mountains and this impressive plain of Jericho. Behind us, on the west, 

tower the grey and honeycombed cliffs of Quarantania, the Mount of 

Temptation; in the foreground the green oasis created by ’Ain-es-Sultân 

spreads to the village of Jericho; on the other side of the river the dark 

mountains of Moab and of Edom bound the eastern horizon, having the 

wide plain of Abel-Shittim at their feet, and the heights of Nebo and 

Pisgah above. Far away to the south the Dead Sea sleeps in its 

mysterious sepulchre. Northwards stretches the valley of the Jordan, 

sheltered by the lofty Kurn Surtubeh on the west, and the noble 

mountains of Gilead and Bashan on the east. This vast area of plain and 

mountain, and river and sea, is crowded with ancient sites, whose 

names recall many of the grandest, and some of the most sublime and 

appalling, events in Biblical history. The mental impression of this 

amazing panorama will abide with you while life may last.” 

The ground we were travelling over was what Moses looked down 

upon, when, at the advanced age of one hundred years, and being 

debarred the privilege of leading Israel into the Promised Land, he was 

permitted to see it from the summit of Pisgah, on Mount Nebo. From 

there “the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead unto Dan, and all 
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Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of 

Judah unto the utmost sea, and the south, and the plain of the valley of 

Jericho, the city of palm trees unto Zoar” (Deut. 34:1–3). 

We broke the journey here and there to take some unique snap-

shots. One was unique in more senses than one. My companion called 

my attention to a herd of camels that was approaching. Stopping our 

horses, I dismounted, and climbing to an elevated and favourable 

position on an immense fallen rock, I waited, camera in hand, for all 

the camels to get on my “view-finder.” If there had only been, say, a 

dozen or so, I might have got them all in; but, to my amazement, there 

were no less than one hundred and sixty-seven, not counting the 

donkeys, all in a line, tail to head! I had often heard of “camel trains” as 

they are called, and seen many of reasonable length, but never had I 

even dreamt of one of this length. I had to be satisfied with 

photographing a section of the “train.” They extended for more than 

half-a-mile from first to last. Another delightful picture was that of the 

young camels, too young for work, in herds of scores grazing over the 

hills of Judea and Benjamin. 

En route we paid another visit to the Khan, or Inn, of the Good 

Samaritan, only open during the pilgrim season. I managed to add to 

my museum of Eastern curios by purchasing one of the old guns of a 

Bedouin Sheik. It is a formidable, if not forbidding-looking, 

instrument, but far more suitable for a bludgeon than a gun. All along 

this Jericho-Jerusalem road we met poor pilgrims, from Russia and 

other countries, trudging to and from the sacred Jordan. Apparently 

they carried with them all their worldly possessions. Most of the 

women wore trousers with short skirts and high-legged boots, with 

soles in some cases nearly two inches thick. Their clothes looked 

generations old, and possibly belonged to their great grandparents. 

(To Be Continued next month God Willing)   

Slander 
No prudent man would circulate such an evil report without at least 

asking the person affected for his version of the facts, which, in this 
case, are as good as they are represented bad. No doubt the offender 
thinks he is retailing truth. As a matter of fact, he is committing a great 
offense which would be punishable in law, if we were at liberty to 
resort to that vindication. We forgive him, believing he sins ignorantly. 
We have borne many slanders in silence, but are never unwilling to 
furnish explanation when applied to. When not applied to, but sinned 
against in this way, our only part is to bear it with as much patience and 
charity as possible in this state of weakness, which will shortly end. 
God's vindications are complete, and worth waiting for.  
         —June, 1891  
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Backbiting a Sin 

A BROTHER who 'talks reproachfully of his brethren' is a 

backbiter, and those who countenance him partake his sin. But do not 

be distressed by it (Ec. 3:16-17; 5:8). Backbiters and their fellow-

sinners have been current ever since the Spirit of God expressed its 

displeasure at such things. There is a 'needs be.' How else are good men 

to be tried in the virtue of patience under evil speaking? (1 Pt. 2:20).  

God has a work for the Shimeis sometimes (2 Sm.16:5-12). 

Doubtless it is a work of wickedness so far as they are concerned, and 

God brings His punishment on their heads in due time (1 Kgs. 2:43-46). 

But it is a something for men of God to submit to meekly in the hour of 

darkness, like David.              —June, 1892  

 

Guard The Tongue Every Moment  
Men are destroyed effectually by their own tongues. If a man is 

able to keep his tongue in good order, he will easily govern all the rest. 

The tongue can be a fountain of blessing or a plague of destruction, 

according as it is used in submission to God, or at the sport of 

uncircumcised passion. Hold the reins! Hold the reins! It will pay.

       —June, 1888  

 

Let a Man Examine Himself 
The friendship of Christ is without respect of persons, though with 

great respect of character. It is remarkable how emphatically and 

frequently he uses the pronoun “whosoever”—absolutely whosoever. 

“Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely.” “Whosoever 

shall do the will of my Father, the same is my brother and sister and 

mother.” “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.” The coming vengeance is not for us if we are among the 

“whosoevers.” This is the point on which we must continually judge 

ourselves. Do we comply with the qualifications required of the 

“whosoever” class? Obviously we cannot answer this question without 

acquaintance with the qualifications, and this acquaintance we can only 

acquire in habitual intimacy with the Word.  

The qualifications are briefly condensed by Jesus into the words, 

“Whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven.” It is a 

question of doing what God desires us to do. It is a question of “Lord, 

what wilt thou have me to do?” We cannot learn this by studying 

science; we cannot learn it by our own reasoning and speculation; we 
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cannot learn it in the works of men. It is to be learnt in the revealed 

Word, and there alone; and when learnt, has to be put into practice with 

all docility and simplicity and diligence. “Whosoever” does this may 

look with comfort to the day of vengeance. Doubtless the Lord knows 

who these are, as it is written, “The Lord knoweth them that are his,” 

“I know my sheep, and am known of mine;” but we do not know—that 

is, we do not know in the personal sense.  

We know that none are His that do not do His will, and that all are 

His that do; but in discriminating between the one and the other, we 

may make mistakes. We need not seek particularly to perform this 

discrimination, except as regards ourselves. As regards others, it is our 

duty to “judge not;” as regards ourselves, it is a matter of command 

and a matter of common wisdom to “prove our own selves.” In a sense, 

like Paul, we cannot judge ourselves: “He that judgeth us is the Lord,” 

but we can stand guard over ourselves; we can subject ourselves to a 

continual self-scrutiny on the question whether we walk in accordance 

with the revealed will of the Father. In this sense, “If we judge 

ourselves we shall not be judged,” for the Lord will have no censure 

for those who correct themselves continually by the Word. If by this 

process we bring ourselves into harmony with the Father's mind, 

having the answer of good conscience, we need not distress ourselves 

on the question that has plagued some—whether we are among the 

Father's chosen.                 —Further Seasons of Comfort  

 

Speech 
One small cloud can hide the sun. One small stone can wreck a 

train. One small word may sometimes break the heart.  

                                  —July, 1889 

The Good I Do Not 
We must all experience Paul's dissatisfaction with himself when he 

said, “The good that I would I do not, and the evil that I would not, that 

I do” (Rom. 7:19).  

—not that this means living in sin, but it means that there are heights of 

holiness and praise and well-doing to which the new man groaningly 

aspires, but to which he cannot attain in this state of humiliation; and 

that there are also necessities and infirmities of various sorts, from 

which this same new man would gladly be emancipated, but to which 

he is obliged to submit with the feeling of Paul which led him to 

exclaim, “O wretched man that I am!”                       —January, 1880 
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Rachel Weeping for Her Children 

“Thus saith the Lord: A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, 

bitter weeping. Rachel, weeping for her children, refused to be 

comforted for her children, because they were not. 

“Thus saith the Lord: Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine 

eyes from tears; for there is a reward for thy work, saith the Lord, and 

they shall return from the land of the enemy. And there is hope for thine 

end, saith the Lord, and thy children shall return to their own  

“A voice was heard in Ramah.” Ramah was one of those cities 

which were allotted by Joshua to the tribe of Benjamin on the frontier 

of this canton and that of Ephraim. The word signifies an eminence. 

Sometimes it is put simply for a high place, and then signifies neither a 

city nor a village.  

In Ramah, or on the high places of Benjamin and Ephraim, was a 

voice to be heard—in the city of that name, and in all the region round 

about. This voice or cry was also foretold by Isaiah:  

“Ramah is afraid, Gibeath of Saul is fled. Lift up thy voice, O 

daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish. O poor Anathoth” 

(Isa. 10:30).  

Gallim and Anathoth (the latter the birthplace of Jeremiah) were 

cities of Benjamin. Referring to the same event, Hosea says  

“Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, the trumpet in Ramah; cry aloud 

Bethaven after thee, O Benjamin. Ephraim shall be desolate in the day 

of rebuke.” (Hos. 5:8).  

Hence, the voice to be heard was lamentation and bitter weeping on 

account of the desolation and slaughter of Benjamin and Ephraim by 

the enemy, and their deportation to their enemy's land.  

The contexts of these references show that the predictions relate to 

the removal of the whole 12 tribes from their land by the Assyrian 

power. Benjamin stands for Judah and Jerusalem as well as for its own 

particular canton, for the kingdom of Judah included Benjamin, and 

Jerusalem was one of the cities that fell by lot to it when Joshua 

subdued the country.  
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Ephraim represents the rest of the tribes, or the kingdom of Israel as 

distinguished from that of Judah, inasmuch as Samaria (the seat of 

government) belonged to Ephraim and Manasseh.  

The prophecy of this voice of lamentation in Ramah found its 

initiatory accomplishment when the overthrow of the 12 tribes was 

consummated by Nebuchadnezzar, the Chaldean head of Assyria. Then 

captives of Judah's kingdom were gathered together in Ramah (Jer. 

40:1), and with them Jeremiah the prophet, at the disposal of 

Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard.  

The voice of lamentation ascending from these prisoners can better 

be conceived than described. The tender and delicate of the upper and 

wealthy classes of the state—whose children and relatives had been 

slain by the sword, and their palaces and mansions burnt with fire—

were there assembled to be marched off by a barbarian soldiery into 

their enemies' land. The cry of that day was a loud, shrill and bitter 

lamentation, not confined to Ramah, but extending throughout the land 

from Beersheba to Dan.  

Jeremiah, though especially protected by the favour of God and the 

king His servant, mingled in that lament for his country's ruin,  

“How doth the city sit solitary” (he exclaims) “that once was full of 

people! As a widow is she become! She  that was great among the 

nations, and princess among the provinces, tributary is she become.  

“Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of 

great servitude: she dwelleth among the  nations, she findeth no rest; 

her pursuers overtook her between the straits.  

“Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the Lord 

hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: her children 

are gone into captivity before the enemy” . . .  

—that is, “They are not.” But, notwithstanding all that calamity,  

“There is hope for thine end: they shall come again from the land of 

the enemy—they shall return to their own border.”  

And they did return in part, as an earnest—so to speak—of the 

great restoration in Israel's “latter end.” Benjamin—the son of Rachel's 

sorrow, and the son of Jacob's right hand—returned with Judah, his 

fraternal ally, from the land of the enemy to his own border, 70 years 

after his deportation.  
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This was the first and only restoration of the Hebrew 

commonwealth. But there was a little comfort in it. Ephraim and 

Manasseh “were not” being still exiles beyond Bashan.  

These were Rachel's children, as well as Benjamin, being the 

descendants of Joseph her firstborn. They have never yet returned from 

the land of the enemy to their own border. The time for this is not 

arrived; but of its certainty there can be no doubt in the mind of him 

who is intelligent in the Faith, believing the words of Moses and the 

prophets.  

But the voice of lamentation and bitter weeping was not stifled by 

Benjamin's return. There was another crisis in Hebrew affairs to be 

encountered, which would cause that voice to rend the air with piercing 

cries of lamentation and woe.  

Its echoes would sound from one end of the Roman world to the 

other, and be hushed only by a second deportation of Benjamin into the 

land of the enemy. After this the cry would be heard no more in 

Ramah, or on the high places of the land of Israel. “Refrain thy voice 

from weeping, and thine eyes from tears.”  

This “refrain” hath continued hitherto. Since the destruction of 

Benjamin's city, the metropolis of Judah's kingdom, the tribe's lament 

has no more been heard in Ramah; for Rachel's weeping and tears can 

only result from the eyes and voice of her descendants in the land.  

The reason why the voice of weeping no more ascends is because 

there is hope for Benjamin, Ephraim, and their companions; and this 

hope is that they will return from the land of the enemy to their own 

border.  

This restoration is the subject of Jeremiah's prophecy found in chs. 

30 & 31. Let the reader peruse them in this connection. They contain 

the Gospel of the Kingdom with its mystery unexplained. 

The following are a few quotations from them:  

“The days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring again the captivity 

of My people Israel and Judah: and I will cause them to return to the 

land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.”  

Speaking of the day of Israel's own engraftment into their own 

olive, he saith—  
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“Alas! for the day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time 

of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved  out of it. For it shall come to 

pass in that day, saith the Lord of armies, I will, break his (Gog, the 

Russo- Assyrian) yoke from off thy neck; and will burst thy bonds, and 

strangers shall NO MORE serve themselves of him. But they shall 

serve the Lord their God, and David (the beloved) their king, whom I 

will RAISE UP unto them.”  

“I am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee: though I make a full 

end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a 

full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave 

thee altogether unpunished.”  

“Behold I will bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have 

mercy on his dwelling-places; and the city (Jerusalem) shall be builded 

upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner 

thereof.”  

“Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation 

shall be established before me, and I will punish all that oppress them. 

And their nobles (the saints) shall be of themselves, and their Governor 

(Christ) shall proceed from the midst of them: and I will cause him to 

draw near, and He shall approach unto me”—or  be High Priest.  

“In the latter days ye shall consider it.”  

In reference to these “latter days,” The Lord saith, again—  

“I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: Thou 

shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria;  

“For thus saith the Lord: Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout 

among the chief of the nations; publish ye, and praise ye, and say, O 

Lord, save Thy people the remnant of Israel.  

“Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them 

from the coasts of the earth” (the land of the enemy) “for I am a father 

to Israel, Ephraim is My first born.  

“Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles 

afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, as a shepherd 

doth his flock.  

“For the Lord redeems Jacob, and ransoms him from the hand of the 

stronger than he—they shall not sorrow any more at all.”  

(To be continued, God willing)                         Bro. John Thomas–1853  
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Hints For Bible Markers 
The Psalms 

Psalm 5 

Psalm 5:9 
“For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is 
very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter 

with their tongue.” 

As always when thinking of the Psalms, we can apply them to 
the mind of Christ and through him, look into the mind of God. 
In this verse we see His description of the wicked. Their very 
character described by an all knowing Creator of all things. We 
feel that Paul quotes this verse in Romans chapter 3 as proof of 
his declaration that both Jews and Gentiles,  “they are all under 
sin.” (Romans 3:13) “Their throat is an open sepulcher; with 
their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is 
under their lips:” Corrupt and sinful human nature is nothing in 
the sight of the Deity, fit only for everlasting destruction, as the 
next verse shows. 

Psalm 5:10 
“Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; 
cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; for they 

have rebelled against thee.” 
After the last verse, the spirit describing God's thoughts on 

the wicked, we now find the plea for their destruction. The 
obvious reasons given in the multitude of their transgressions in 
their rebellion against Yahweh. It is the fate of all those who have 
chosen to enjoy sin for a season, over the casting off of the things 
of this world in favor of the things from above. 

“let them fall by their own counsels” 
This portion of the verses are very instructive on how God 

deals with man. In three different aspects, all with the same 
thought, “let them fall by their own counsels”, do they fit within 
the parameters of this Psalm. 

In one aspect we realize the churches speak leasing, and since 
the first counsels of Hymenaeus and Philetus which “overthrow 
the faith of some” the false religions of this world present their 
own ideas. “But shun profane and vain babblings: for they 
will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word will eat 
as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;” (2 
Timothy 2:16-17)  

 
    Continued next month should the Lord will                 bro. Beryl Snyder 




