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He Will Be Our Guide (Psa. 48:14) 
BY G. V. GROWCOTT 

WE tend to seek God's guidance generally but not specifically; 
vocally but not mentally; ritually but not actually. Regardless of 
our protestations, and even of what we think are our intentions, 
we tend in actuality to do what we think (or hope) that God will 
think is best. 

Seeking God's guidance is oflittle value unless it is a continuous, 
conscious process, applied to every detail of every decision. The flesh 
is like a powerful spring: though compressed, it will immediately 
reextend the moment the pressure is relaxed. It is common to duti
fully "seek God's guidance" at the inauguration of a process of action 
(compressing the spring), and then immediately to relax the spring 
and act according to our own ''best judgment"-presuming that 
therein God is guiding us. This is a complete fallacy. Even the 
utterly fleshly U.S. Congress does this: ostentatiously intoning a 
solemn prayer for Divine guidance at each opening session, then 
putting the flesh completely in charge for the rest of the way. 

To seek God's guidance is 1) to continually study the Word with 
the sincere, conscious intention of applying it in detail to our lives, 
and 2) to appeal to Him in silent prayer in EVERY detail-fully 
conscious that our own natural fleshly thinking is utterly unde
pendable even momentarily, and realizing that if God does not 
guide us step by step and moment by moment, we shall never do 
anything right or worthwhile. 

We do not break the process down finely enough. We assume 
periodic spurts of guidance will keep us on track. But God's guid
ance is not like momentum which when set in motion will continue 
thereafter. Rather it is like electric power which stops immediately 
the circuit is broken. 
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Studies and Thoughts eveROTHERJOHNTHOMAs 

THE APOCALYPSE ROOTED IN THE PROPHETS (Cont'd) 

THE APOCALYPSE IN AMOS 
AMOS, who was contemporary with Isaiah, adds his testi

mony to a like effect. He says that Jehovah will roar from Zion, 
and utter his voice from Jerusalem; but that he will do nothing 
without first revealing it unto his servants the prophets. He 
predicted that the ten tribes of Israel should be carried into 
captivity beyond Damascus; that there should come a famine 
of hearing the words of Jehovah, and that Israel should run to 
and fro to seek the word, but should not find it, as it has come 
to pass for the past eighteen hundred years. 

He foretold the desolation of the kingdom in all its elements, 
but also that Jehovah will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob; 
but that he would sift them among all nations as grain is sifted 
in a sieve, yet that not one good seed should fall to the earth to 
rise no more: for that when the indignation shall be completed, 
Jehovah will raise up the dwelling-place of David that is fallen, 
and close up the breaches thereof; he will raise up David's ruins, 
and build the Kingdom AS IN THE DAYS OF OLD; that they 
who shall inherit it, may possess the remnant of Edom and of all 
the nations, when Jehovah's name shall be proclaimed to them: 
then Israel shall be planted upon their land, and rooted up no 
more from thence, saith Jehovah Elohim, who hath given it to 
them, and not to the Gentiles-Amos 1:2; 3:7; 5:27; 9:8, 11-15. 
THE APOCALYPSE IN OBADIAH 

Edom, in the prophecies concerning the restoration of Israel's 
Kingdom in "the latter days," is representative of the enemies 
of Jacob, banded together under the guardianship of Gog, who 
is then the Chief of the House of Esau. OBADIAH had a vision 
of this Confederacy, occupying a similar relationship to Israel 
hereafter, that Edom did in the typical times of the prophet. 
Obadiah has placed on record the sentence that "Every one of the 
Mount of Esau shall be cut off by slaughter forever, and shame 
shall cover them, because of their violence against Jacob;" that 
as Edom has drunk upon Jehovah's holy mountain, (where also 
they revel to this day), so shall all the nations drink, and they 
shall be as though they had not been: for that upon Mount Zion 
shall be deliverance, and it shall be holy; and the house of Jacob 
shall possess their possessions; and the house of Jacob shall be 
a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, (or as Paul styles it, "a 
fire of flame" in 2 Thess. 1:8) and the house of Esau for stubble, 
and they shall kindle in them and devour them; and there shall 
not be any remaining of the house of Esau; and that at the time 
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appointed for this, deliverers shall come up in Mount Zion to 
judge the Mount of Esau; and the kingdom thus obtained shall 
be Jehovah's-verses 9, 10, 16-18, 21. 
THE APOCALYPSE IN MICAH 

MICAH was contemporary with the times of Amos and Isaiah. 
He opens his prophecy apocalyptically by saying, "Behold Jehovah 
cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon 
the high places of the earth." He predicted that because of the 
iniquity of the Israelites and their rulers, Zion should be ploughed 
as a field, and Jerusalem should become heaps, and the mountain 
on which the temple stood as the high places of the forest. 

But, he goes on to say, that Zion, Moriah, and Jerusalem, al
though thus trodden under foot of destroyers, should not always be 
abased. He coincides with Isaiah, and testifies in the same words, 
that in the latter days yet future, the Kingdom of Jehovah, which 
he terms ''The mountain of the house of Jehovah," shall have the 
sovereignty over the empires and kingdoms of the earth, and 
that all nations shall concentre around its throne: that Jehovah 
the Elohim of Jacob will enlighten, or apocalypse them, and that 
they will in consequence walk in His ways: that a law and a word 
will be promulgated from Zion and Jerusalem, and be universally 
obeyed: that war will then be abolished, peace be established as 
the order of the day, and good-will everywhere prevail. 

He further testifies, that Israel shall then be a strong nation, 
with Jehovah (Christ) reigning over them in Mount Zion from 
thenceforth, and for the Olahm, or Millennium-the First Do
minion shall come to Zion; and the Kingdom to the daughter of 
Jerusalem. But he also testifies, that before this exaltation to 
dominion, Zion's daughter should dwell in Babylon, in the ten 
streets of which she is a wanderer to this day: that in Babylon 
she shall be delivered: in Babylon Jehovah shall redeem her from 
the hand or power of her enemies, the Gentiles. He testifies that 
when the time of this deliverance shall arrive, the Daughter of 
Zion (which is constituted of the twelve tribes oflsrael, and the 
Saints) shall arise and thresh with horn of iron and hoof of brass, 
and beat in pieces many people, whose spoil shall be consecrated 
to Jehovah the Judge oflsrael, and the Adon or Sovereign Ruler 
of the whole earth; who, in the days of his humanity, should be 
smitten with a rod upon the cheek by the rebellious. 

Isaiah had foretold that the Judge of Israel should come of 
the house of David (Isa. 9: 6, 7); and Micah predicted he should 
be born in Bethlehem Ephratah. But, because of the unworthy 
treatment he should experience at their hands, he should aban
don the nation to its calamities, until the time of Zion's travail, 
when he shall be apocalypsed as a thief in the night; and then 
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the remnant of his brethren shall return on account of the chil
dren of Israel. 

He goes on furthermore to say, that in this day of apocalypse, 
the Judge oflsrael shall stand and rule in the strength of Jehovah, 
in the majesty of the name of Jehovah his Eloah; that Israel 
shall then abide, or dwell safely in the Holy Land, because their 
Divine King shall be great to the ends of the earth. That when 
he is apocalypsed in the day of Zion's travail, writhing in pain 
under Gentile oppression, the Bethlehem-born Judge of Israel 
shall be the nation's peace; because He and his brethren princes 
shall expel the Assyrian from Judea, and, carrying the war into 
the land of Nimrod, shall reduce the enemy to the necessity of 
suing for peace, which will be granted with the loss of dominion 
and independence. 

That the remnant of Jacob in more distant nations of the 
earth shall be as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young 
lion among a flock of sheep; who, ifhe go through, both treadeth 
down and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. 

But though Israel is to do valiantly in the latter days, he 
showed that they should previously suffer much because of 
iniquity, transgression, and sin. That they would be not only 
nationally corrupt, but socially treacherous and cruel, so that a 
man's enemies would be those of his own house. That, though 
they should cause the fall of One, he should rise again; and 
though they should cause him to sit in the darkness of death, 
Jehovah should become to him a light. That after this cruel 
treachery, Jerusalem, his enemy, should be covered with shame, 
and trodden down as mire in the streets; and that when the day 
of her rebuilding should arrive, the decree authorizing it should 
come from afar. 

Micah, perceiving that there was hope in Israel's end, peti
tions Jehovah in their behalf. He prays that they may be fed in 
Bashan and Gilead "AS IN THE DAYS OF OLD." His supplica
tion is heard, and he is informed by Jehovah that their Exodus 
from Babylon should be after the type and duration of that from 
Egypt into Canaan: that in this exodus from Babylon the nations 
shall be confounded when they shall behold the prowess of the 
Jews; that they shall lick the dust like a serpent, and be afraid 
of Jehovah our Elohim (Christ), for he will execute vengeance in 
anger and fury upon the nations, such as they have not heard. 

But concerning Israel the prophet testifies, that the Conquer
or of the nations will pass by the transgression of the remnant 
of his heritage that he will have compassion on them; that he 
will subdue their iniquities, and cast all their sins into the depth 
of the sea; that he will perform the truth to Jacob, the mercy to 
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Abraham, which he has sworn to Israel's fathers from the days 
of old-Micah 1:3; 2:12, 13; 3:12; 4:1-4, 7, 8, 10, 13: 5:1-8, 15; 
7:6, 8, 10, 11, 14-20. 
THE APOCALYPSE IN NAHUM 

NAHUM saw Israel oppressed by Nineveh; and predicted its 
overthrow, because its monarch was wicked, and imagined evil 
against Jehovah. But Israel's deliverance from the Assyrian by 
the fall of Nineveh was only the type of a greater·deliverance 
at the apocalypse of Messiah. The prophet, therefore, looking 
forward to this, concerning which Micah's testimony is already 
before the reader, says-

''Behold upon the mountains the feet of HIM that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace! 0 Judah, keep thy solemn 
feasts, perform thy vows; for the wicked shall no more pass 
through thee; he is utterly cut off" (Nahum 1:15). 

This must be future, because the wicked are not yet cut off, 
but are in possession of the Holy Land. 
THE APOCALYPSE IN HABAKKUK 

Now while Nahum looked at the latter-day deliverance of 
Israel through the fall of Nineveh, HABAKKUK contemplated 
the same consummation through the typical fall of Nebuchad
nezzar's Dynasty. He saw Babylon in the plenitude of its power. 
Success would intoxicate the Golden Head, whose spirit would 
change, and he would transgress and offend by imputing his 
power to his own strength. 

And while Babylon triumphed, he saw that Israel and the 
nations were enclosed in its net, being subjected thereby to 
spoliation and great distress. He was desirous to know what all 
this would result in. He therefore besought Jehovah to reveal to 
him what the end would be. His petition was granted, and the 
consummation was represented to him in a vision, which is to 
speak "at the end." 

He saw in that epoch, which is termed "the Day of Trouble," 
a chief of nations, proud, covetous, rapacious, and impious, as 
Belshazzar; who will not confine himself to his own territories, 
but will enlarge his desire as the grave, and will be as death, 
which cannot be satisfied, but will gather to his throne all na
tions, and laden himself with all people as with thick clay. 

He saw this Power in vision execrated in its time as the spoiler 
of the nations, and the violator of the land oflsrael, Jerusalem, 
and its inhabitants. This is the Gog of Ezekiel, the Assyrian of 
Isaiah and Micah, the King of the North of Daniel, the Lawless 
One of Paul, and the Dragon of Apoc. 20. Habakkuk saw that 
"the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
Jehovah as the waters cover the sea;" but he saw also that this 
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could not be the character of the times until this CLAY-POWER 
should be removed out of the way. 

It was accordingly shown to him that the power should be 
broken by certain who should "rise up suddenly" and "awake;" 
and that the sleepers who shall awake to life and stand upon 
their feet for action, shall bite, and vex, and spoil him. These 
are the Saints he saw in vision, in whose midst is the STONE 
OF THE WALL, which shall cry out against him. 

After the prophet had seen the vision, and heard the speech 
accompanying it, in his hymn to Jehovah he recounts the glori
ous apocalypse he beheld. He saw Israel in extremity, and the 
Thick-Clay Power in Egypt in all the confidence of victory. But 
the Stone out of the Wall makes proclamation against him, which 
results only in stirring him up to fury; and the prophet sees 
his hosts in tempestuous motion "coming out as a whirlwind to 
scatter me, and rejoicing in the prospect of devouring the poor 
in the lurking-place." The tents of Cushan and Midian, in this 
"day of Midian"-Isa. 9: 4-overspread the wilderness of Mount 
Paran, the country of Teman, situated between Palestine and 
Egypt, south of the Mediterranean, and between the Gulph of 
Suez and the Gulph of Akaba or Ela th, north of Mount Sinai. 

The mistar, or lurking-place of Judah's Lion, the place of 
his encampment in the vision, is the region of Edom and Moab 
running down to the Gulph of Ela th. After the type of the Exodus 
from Egypt, Jehovah will rise up from Seir, and shine forth from 
Mount Paran-Isa. 16: 3,4; Dan. 11:41; Deut. 33:2; Hab. 3:3. 

This arrangement places the Gulph of Elath, "the Tongue 
of the Egyptian Sea" (Isa. 11:15), the Elanitic Gulfofthe Red 
Sea; in other words, between the Gogian army of Egypt, and, as 
the Egyptian forces imagine, the feeble and dispirited outcasts 
of Moab. 

But they know not that with these outcasts is the antitypical 
Joshua, the prophet like unto Moses, and the antitypical Gideon, 
with the sword of Jehovah and his chosen band, as represented 
inApoc. 19:14; 17:14. If the reader keep these geographical rela
tions before his mind, he will discern what Habakkuk testifies 
in saying-

"Thou didst march thine horses into the sea through a heap of 
great waters; .... was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst 
ride upon thy horses, thy chariots of salvation?" 

No, the prophet saw that the wrath was against the tents of 
Cushan, and the curtains of the land of Midian, which, when 
they came to see the water open a way into their encampment 
for their enemy's cavalry, trembled in dismay. 

Brightness as the light burst forth upon them; beams oflight 
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from his hand, the hiding-place of his power. The prophet saw 
him march on in indignation, and thresh the heathen in anger. 
The conqueror's feet were like hind's feet; he overtook the flying 
enemy, and cut them in pieces with his troops. 

Israel in Egypt had cried unto Jehovah because of the op
pressors, and he sent them "a Saviour, even a Great One, "whom 
Habakkuk beholds from his watch-tower-

"Thou wentest forth," says he, "for the salvation of thy people, 
for salvation with thy Christ (Anointed) thou woundedst the Head 
of the house of the wicked." 

Thus Jehovah becomes known to Egypt, and his outcasts in 
the land of Egypt are redeemed, and the way opened for them to 
return to the land of promise. The land of Judah now becomes a 
terror to the land of Egypt, and is terribly smitten from thence; so 
that every Egyptian that maketh mention thereof shall tremble 
because of the counsel of Jehovah of armies, which he determines 
against it. His counsel is this-

'1 will bring Israel again out of the land of Egypt, and gather 
them out of Assyria, and I will bring them into the land of Gilead 
and Lebanon, and room shall not be found for them. And he shall 
pass through the sea in adversity, and he shall smite the waves in 
the sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall be dried up; and the 
pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt 
shall depart away" (Zech. 10:10, 11). 

But though Jehovah Elohim shall thus "smite Egypt," he will 
afterwards ''heal it." His conquests, however, and its terrible 
accompaniments will never be forgotten. For-

'1n that day five cities in the land of Egypt shall speak the 
language of Canaan, and swear allegiance to Jehovah of armies. 
City of the Destruction shall one be called. In that day there shall 
be an altar to Jehovah in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a 
pillar at the border thereof to Jehovah: and it shall be for a sign, 
and for a witness to Jehovah of armies in the land of Egypt. 

And the Egyptians shall know Jehovah in that day, and shall 
do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall promise a votive offering 
to Jehovah, and perform. And they shall turn to Jehovah, and he 
shall be entreated of them, and shall heal them. 

In that day there shall be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria; 
and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into 
Assyria; and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. 

In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, 
a blessing in the midst of the land; whom Jehovah of armies·shall 
bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of 
my hands, and Israel mine inheritance" (Isa. 19: 17-25). 

After the conquest of Egypt, then, Habakkuk, whose position 
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may be supposed to be Jerusalem, sees, in the vision of the end, 
· "Eloah coming out of Teman, and the Holy One (or Christ) from 
Mount Paran." 

He has now taken away the dominion of the Lion and the 
Bear from India to Ethiopia, and possesses for his own Egypt, 
Israel, and Assyria-

"His glory covers the heavens, and the earth is full of his 
praise." 

In making these conquests, and those which remain, in 
relation to the Leopard, and the Fourth Beast of Daniel, "the 
pestilence goes from before him, and a flame from his feet." 

What follows is very grand. Viewing the work of conquest to 
be done, the prophet says-

"He stood and surveyed the earth; he beheld, and drove asun
der the nations: and the mountains of antiquity (or empires) were 
scattered, the perpetual hills (or ancient kingdoms) did bow: the 
ways of antiquity are for him." 

That is, the kingdoms and empires existing in the hour of 
the end are for Jehovah's Christ. These "mountains saw him 
and trembled: the overflowing of the water," their military in
undation, "passed by: the deep uttered his voice," the roaring of 
the bottomless pit of nations; but He, after the type of Joshua, 
commanded-

"The Sun and the Moon to stand still in their habitation; 
and his arrows went in the light, and his glittering spear in the 
shining." 

Judah his bow, and Ephraim his arrow, arrest the sun and 
moon of the Gentile heavens, and go in the light thereof. 

(To be continued, God willing) 

Second Voyage To Australia 
(Continued) 

On Thursday I went over to the Hotel at noon to have a chat 
with brother Roberts, and found him busy writing letters. We 
had quite a houseful of brethren and sisters and a few interested 
strangers at brother Clark's. Brother Roberts gave us one of the 
best lectures I ever heard him give, and was listened to very 
attentively by everyone. 

He was requested by brother Clark to give us a Delineation 
of the Truth from the beginning to the end. He spoke first of the 
formation of worlds, and the creation of intelligent beings, of 
Adam and Eve in the beautiful Garden of Eden, and said what 
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more natural than to be placed in a beautiful garden-"What 
would you professors do? Would you put him on a raft in the midst 
of the ocean, or in the middle of a desert?'' Adam was placed under 
law to develop a character, which can only be accomplished by 
perfect obedience. They had no bad motive in eating of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, but otherwise, for it was a tree good 
to make one wise, but the unchangeable law of Deity brought 
the threatened result-death. Their aspirations to eternal life as 
Adamites were set on one side forever, and a new creation adopted: 
Christ as the beginning of the creation of God. From this came 
next the calling of Abraham to go into a land which he should 
afterwards receive for an inheritance, and he went and sojourned 
in that land as a stranger, referred to by Stephen, Acts 7. 

And then he spoke of Abraham's seed going into Egypt, and 
being oppressed for 430 years, and then coming out with great 
substance; then of Moses, his birth and bringing up by the daugh
ter of Pharaoh, his slaying of the Egyptian and fleeing to the land 
of Midian, his seeing the burning bush and drawing closer and 
closer to it to investigate, and the voice from the burning bush-

"Take off thy shoes from off thy feet for the ground whereon 
thou standest is holy ground. I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, come and I will send thee unto Pharaoh that thou 
mayest bring forth my people." 

Moses said, But they will not believe me, and God said, What 
is that in thine hand? And he said, a rod, and he told him to cast 
it to the ground and it became a serpent, showing that it made 
no difference to God whether it was wood, rock or dust that He 
uses to accomplish His purpose. So finally, Moses and Aaron went 
down into Egypt and requested Pharaoh to let the children of 
Israel go. Pharaoh refused to let them go and made their tasks 
more burdensome, so God brought certain plagues upon the 
Egyptians, which culminated in the slaying of the first-born of 
every family. Then they were glad to let them go. 

God could have brought the children of Israel into the land 
of Canaan by a short cut, but it was not His purpose, so He led 
them through the wilderness and did many mighty signs and 
wonders amongst them, and here, brother Roberts mentioned 
the finding of inscriptions on the rocks the way the children of 
Israel travelled. He dwelt upon their history as a kingdom, from 
its commencement to its overthrow, the preaching of the Gospel 
of the kingdom by Christ and his apostles, the calling of Paul as 
an apostle especially to the Gentiles, chosen as he was, not from 
among Christ's friends, but from the very midst of his enemies, 
for he persecuted Christ's brethren even unto death thinking he 
was doing God's service, and while on the mission of persecution, 
46 Berean 2019 



was felled to the earth, and blinded. His eyesight being restored 
again, he labored faithfully in the cause of his Lord and Master. 

Brother Roberts also referred to the signs of the times, and 
the near approach of Christ, and the setting up of the Kingdom 
of God. 

I was only too sorry when his lecture finished. He went into 
details in the Scripture so minutely, and so graphically described 
the things which had taken place, and made it so very interest
ing, strengthening and cheering to us in the race we are running, 
hoping to win that glorious prize of immortality. 

Thanks were returned to brother Roberts for his very able 
discourse, and he returned to San Francisco with a few of the 
brethren and sisters. He bid good-night to the rest of them after 
arriving at the ferry here, brother Roberts and I walking up to 
his hotel. He preferred the short walk before retiring. He spoke 
about his trip and hoped on his return here, everything being 
favorable, to stay a while with us. 

I bid him good-bye, not being sure of seeing him off on the 
steamer Queen for Victoria, B.C., the next morning. This was 
one block from his hotel. I wished to go right to the hotel with 
him, but he said, No, you have quite a way to go home yet, and 
it is late-it was about 11.15 p.m. then. 

After bidding him good-night I stood on the street corner and 
watched him walk down the block, never thinking it would be 
the last time I should see him alive. Brother Bingley said he 
would see him off next morning, and promised to call at his room 
for him. Through an accident which happened to my arm the 
same evening of brother Roberts' lecture in Oakland, and which 
laid me up from work ten days, I was enabled to go down to the 
hotel Friday morning, the 23rd, to assist him with his luggage. 
I arrived there soon after 8.30 a.m., went up to brother Roberts' 
room and knocked at the door. Receiving no response, I thought 
perhaps he might be at breakfast, so made my way to the dining 
room. He was not there and had not been to breakfast. I began 
to feel uneasy, and wonder what was the matter, so went back to 
the room again and rapped on the door again, and not hearing 
his customary 'Come in,' I thought I would try the door and see if 
it was locked. Finding it was not, I opened it and walked in, and 
my feelings can be better imagined than described, on finding 
brother Roberts on the floor between the foot of the bed and the 
wall, laid on his back with his head resting on his bundle of rugs 
or one of his valises. I called, "Brother Roberts,'' and knelt down 
by his side, but soon realized that he was in the cruel embrace of 
death. His face was beginning to get black. I went after the hotel 
clerk and requested him to get medical assistance. It was of no 
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avail. The coroner's office was notified, and the room locked up 
until the arrival of the morgue wagon about an hour afterwards. 
I telephoned to the S.S. Queen notifying them, and also to two 
of the brethren to come as quickly as possible, as I could not get 
away, having been requested to go along to the coroner's office. 
I had not the money to send a cablegram, or would have done 
so at the very first. 

Brother Bingley came into the hotel. I told him of the sad 
occurrence and requested him to see about his trunk, and, as 
quite a few of the sisters would be waiting on the wharf to see 
him go away to Vancouver, to see them and let them know. As 
it happened, Mr. Cockroft, the Agent of the Oceanic Steamship 
Company, was at the wharf, and he immediately came to the 
morgue, and said he would wire to his company's office in London 
by cipher dispatch, and they would wire to Birmingham. 

I was very careful in seeing that all brother Roberts' effects 
left the hotel for the coroner's office. One of his valises was open 
by his side, and it seemed as if he had taken some medicine 
from a bottle, which the doctors said was for heart troubles. He 
seemed to have resigned himself calmly to the last struggle, for 
he was as calm and peaceful as one asleep, which indeed he is, 
only asleep in Christ Jesus, not dead, in the true meaning of 
the word, only waiting the Master's call. 

It was very unfortunate that brother Roberts' death occurred 
in the hotel, with no one to assist or relieve him. I should only 
have been too glad to have had him stay with sister Cheetham 
and myself, but could not possibly accommodate him, and for 
that reason took him to a quiet hotel. And then he had so much 
correspondence to attend to, and that took up nearly all his 
time while here. He often spoke of the nearness of death, and 
said what matter if we were changing and decaying, we have a 
bright future before us. 

His body was removed from the morgue and taken to an un
dertaker's and embalmed, awaiting instructions from England. 

It was a very sad and solemn meeting we had the following 
Sunday. Brother W. A. Clark addressed the meeting, and spoke 
very highly of the work brother Roberts accomplished, a life 
devoted to the interest of the Truth, and its most able defender 
against all opponents. Brother Roberts remarked in his last 
discourse, that he did not like fighting, but when there was 
something dear to him assailed from within and without, he 
was obliged to maintain a fighting attitude. It was not until 
late on the Sunday night that I received a telegram from Mr. 
Cockroft saying that brother Roberts' remains and effects be 
shipped to Brooklyn, N.Y. I expected they would very likely bury 
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him alongside Dr. Thomas, which I hear was the case since I 
commenced to write this letter. 

I must apologize for the very poor letter which I have writ
ten. I am a very poor hand at it, so please excuse the manner 
in which it is put together. You are at liberty to publish it in the 
Christadelphian, either wholly or in part. Whatever you may 
deem best, please do.-JAMES CHEETHAM. 

* * * 
At the suggestion of brother John Nelson, of Mount Tabor, a 

suburb of Portland, Oregon, brother R. J. Jones, ofMontavilla, 
another suburb of the same city, knowing the unsatisfactory 
state of things in San Francisco, wrote to brother Roberts. Broth
er Nelson is an aged brother of some forty years' standing in the 
Truth, a subscriber to the Christadelphian from the beginning, 
and an old-time friend of Dr. Thomas. His earnest desire is for 
the preservation in its purity of the Truth as brought to light 
by the Doctor's faithful and prolonged labors. 

Brother Jones says-"Knowing brother Roberts' uncertainty 
of these matters, and having some definite knowledge of the 
fraternal relations of the brethren in San Francisco, I wrote 
him a letter concerning it, so as to better prepare him for the 
emergency. Yet this could not have greatly influenced his action, 
as he did not receive it until he arrived there." 

* * * 
Brother Roberts' reply was as follows: 

Cosmopolitan Hotel, San Francisco, September 22nd, 1898. 
DEAR BROTHER JONES,-! arrived here yesterday in the 

Alameda from Sydney, and found your letter waiting. I am four 
weeks behind time, in consequence of having had to return from 
New Zealand to Australia before starting. Your letter is not of a 
refreshing order, but this is not your fault. I met brother Bingley 
last night at the house of brother Cheetham. The interview was 
not of a satisfactory order, but hope is not entirely absent. The 
embarrassments of the Truth are very great in this age of divine 
silence and human contradictions. It is a work of difficulty to 
encourage the good while withstanding the encroachments of the 
evil. I suppose it is a training for the work that waits the accepted 
friends of Christ in the day of his appearing. I feel great pity for 
men who are doing the best they are capable of in the midst of 
the reigning confusion, even if the line they pursue may not be 
geometrically straight. We shall all stand in need of the divine 
patience and magnanimity at the last. 

I leave here tomorrow for Victoria by sea, and expect to be this 
way again in twelve or fifteen months, if nothing arises to prevent. 
Possibly the coming of the Lord may prevent. With all my heart 
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I hope so. Do not you all say, "Amen!" My love to all the brethren 
with you,-Faithfully your brother, ROBERT ROBERTS. 

* * * 
Brother Roberts was true to the Truth and its relations to 

the last; and we feel assured, only awaits the commendation, 
''Well done thou good and faithful servant," His hoping to re
main longer on his return to San Francisco, and his expression 
of being not "entirely without hope"-in letter to me-probably 
the last fraternal epistle he ever wrote, implies that he truly 
felt assured something could really be accomplished in way of 
establishing the body, or a part of it at least, on a proper basis 
of fellowship in that city; and he had our heart-felt wishes and 
sympathy in the work. We are comparatively few in number, 
but have resolved to maintain the Truth in its purity, regardless 
of censuring schismatics, who regard more the social relations 
of the faith, than the divine admonition to hold no schisms in 
the body or fellowship with those who do not confirm to sound 
doctrine. And brother Roberts' life to the finish, has not left us 
without example; and it is consoling to have his, as it were, dy
ing assurance, that although my "letter was not of a refreshing 
order, it was not my fault;" and his expression of "great pity for 
men who are thus doing the best they can in the midst of the 
reigning confusions." 

Aged presiding brother Nelson, referring to this, says-"Broth
er Roberts was true to the last, and I only envy him his perfect 
rest, and may my last end be like his." 

We prayerfully trust that the Birmingham brethren will see 
that the Christadelphian will be continued under your personal 
editorial supervision; and that other able exponents of the "one 
precious faith" will now the more readily assist you in the good 
work. Many long years it has been a most welcome visitant to 
our homes and hearts in this distant land, where, since Dr. 
Thomas discontinued the Herald of the Kingdom, we have nev
er had a magazine strictly in accordance with the Truth, as in 
the providence of God, annunciated by him; and unswervingly 
upheld to the last moment by our beloved, and now departed, 
brother Robert Roberts, who has briefly joined Dr. Thomas in 
his residence with the mute denizens of the silent cemetery of 
Greenwood. It is but meet that they should rest together; yea, 
saith the Spirit, and "their works do follow them." Truly for them 
the light of an eternal day will soon break on this night of years; 
and for them the gracious announcement scarce awaits -"Come 
ye blessed of my Father: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

Faithfully yours in the one blessed hope, 
R. J. JONES. (Tb be continued, Godwilling) 
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Numbers 12 and 13 
By BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT 

In reading Numbers 12 and 13 we find two very instructive 
incidents-Miriam's leprosy and the 12 spies. Two great failures 
and punishments. One was due to envy, jealousy and the desire 
for pre-eminence. The other was caused by fear and a lack of faith. 

Doubtless they are in some way related. All things are related, 
in some way having a bearing for good or evil on all concerned. 
One failure always in some way contributes to another. 

Miriam's leprosy could have worked for good. It could have 
strengthened faith in God's power, in His constant observations, 
in His justice and judgment. It could have comforted the obedi
ent and warned the wicked. It could have strengthened Moses' 
authority. These events were in the first half of the second year 
after coming out of Egypt. The first year was taken up with 
getting to Sinai, receiving the Law and building the Tabernacle. 

The second year began with the setting up and dedication 
of the Tabernacle (Ex. 40: 1 7). Then on the first day of the first 
month they observed the first anniversary of the Passover. The 
second observance of the Passover on the 14th day of the second 
month was for those who were unclean and unable to keep it in 
the first month (Numbers 9:11). 

Then on the twentieth day of the second month they started 
their journey northward from Sinai to the Promised Land which 
would be about the middle of May. 

The very first recorded event of the travel was the complain
ing by the people and the going out of fire sent upon them from 
God that destroyed some of them, but Moses prayed for them 
and the fire ceased. The place was called Taberah-Burning. 

This first incident was typical of their whole history. It was 
both a warning and a confirming evidence of power and control. 

The next incident was another rebellion-the lusting for 
meat, and all the tasty foods of Egypt. They rebelled at the 
mana-the Bread from Heaven-so gloriously typical of God's 
eternal covenant of life, if only they could have realized. 

All the people made a great weeping at their tent doors be
cause they could not have meat; and Moses was so overwhelmed 
with the burden of this childish, ungrateful people that he cried 
to God for relief from them. 

God .told him to choose out seventy men from the elders of 
Israel and He would put a measure of the Spirit on them so they 
could help with the national administration, Num. 11:16,17-

''.And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men 
of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the 
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people, and officers over them, and bring them unto the tabernacle 
of the congregation that they may stand there with thee ... and 
I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon 
them; and they shall bear the burden with thee." 

It should be noted that this is a completely different incident 
and arrangement from the appointment of captains of thousands, 
hundreds and tens to judge the people, though both are similar 
complaints by Moses. 

God promised an abundance of meat for a whole month, so 
that it would surfeit and nauseate them. Even Moses was incred
ulous, and questioned how it could possibly be done. This gives 
us an insight into Moses-a man of great faith and dedication, 
but still struggling with the natural limitations of the flesh. 

We must learn, we must believe-that with God all things 
are possible. Moses was rebuked, but not punished. There is a 
difference between a struggling faith and a rebellious unbelief. 

God gave Israel the meat they cried for, to manifest His power, 
but He also smote them with a very great plague. And they called 
the place Kibroth-hattaavah-the graves of lust-summing up 
the whole natural history of mankind, that toward which all 
fleshly things tend-the graves of lust. 

This brings us to Numbers 12 and 13, about the fourth month 
of this second year. Num. 12:2-"Hath the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses? Hast he not spoken also by us?"Clearly the leader 
in this incident was Miriam, mentioned first and punished. 

Miriam had a high position in Israel. Micah 6:4 refers to 
Moses, Aaron and Miriam as the three sent before Israel to lead 
them. And Exodus 15:20 speaks of her as a prophetess. 

Prominence and power are always great temptations to pride. 
If it was an Ethiopian woman-a new wife Moses had just taken, 
we can see how Miriam would feel that her leading position in 
Israel was threatened. 

If it were Zipporah, the prominence of Zipporah's father and 
brother at this time, and Moses taking their advice as in the 
appointment of the captains over Israel, may have been the 
cause of her jealousy. 

All this would lessen Miriam's prominence and influence on 
Moses. There could have been a series of incidents or circum
stances that would aggravate Miriam and make her feel justified 
in opposing Moses. 

But see how different Moses' reaction was in similar circum
stances, Num. ll:29-

''Enviest thou for my sake? Would God that all the Lord's people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put His spirit upon them!" 

Moses had a great sense of responsibility for his people, and 
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of duty toward God in leading them, but no pride or desire for 
pre-eminence. He was rather anxious that all should be exalted 
as high as possible. 

We must not judge Miriam and Aaron too harshly. The record 
is searching and unsparing, but this is only one incident in long 
lives of which we know very little. There may have been much of 
faith and service and suffering for God of which we are not told. 

But we must learn the lesson of this incident. They lost sight 
of the overall picture and thought only of themselves. They did 
not seek God's guidance. They did not consider the wellbeing of 
the Body, for any dissension or rivalry among the leaders would 
inevitably'weaken and discourage the congregation. 

They did not consider the tremendous weight and burden that 
Moses was laboring under. They should have been thankful for 
Moses' strength and faith, and anxious to comfort and support 
him, and uphold him before the people. 

They wanted to be leaders, but Aaron had clearly manifested 
in the case of the golden calf, that he was lost without Moses 
and could not possibly have filled Moses' shoes. Miriam here 
reveals that her spirit was inferior to Moses. 

Num. 12:3-''.Now the man Moses was very meek, above all 
the men which were upon the face of the earth." 

Meekness is self-abasement and self-control. The world 
thinks bluster and dominance is a sign of strength, but that is 
really the sad farce of ignorant weakness. Meekness is the only 
true strength or wisdom. The Proverbs say (16:32)-

"He that ruleth his own spirit is better than he that buildeth 
a city." He that examines himself-all his inner motives and 
emotions-and decides by the light of God's word, which is 
good and which is evil; and roots out the evil and builds up the 
good, that alone is true accomplishment. Meekness is a matter 
of spiritual intelligence. 

Num. 12:4-'~nd the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses and 
Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three, unto the tabernacle 
of the congregation. And they three came out." 

Sometimes God seems to delay ages before He moves. Some
times He moves with terrible swiftness. It is all a matter of 
what best suits His purpose, but we can always be sure He is 
fully aware of every incident of our lives and will call them to 
account at the proper time. 

So God called Moses, Aaron and Miriam to the door of the 
tabernacle, and He manifested Himself visibly by the pillar of 
cloud which came down from above the tabernacle and stood in 
the doorway. The pillar of cloud was very fitting in many ways. 
1. It manifested God (multitude, rain, dew). 2. It led Israel. 
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3. It was a protecting covering (natural and spiritual). 4. It illu
minated the darkness and, 5. Absolute obedience was required 
(Num. 9:15-23). 

God told Miriam and Aaron to come forward before him. It 
was a fearful occasion. They perhaps had not thought very much 
about what they were saying. They perhaps did not ever mean 
it very seriously, just a natural, fleshly, criticism of their brother 
such as it is so easy to fall into when the flesh is agitated. 

But now, they suddenly stood face to face with God to answer 
for it. Their hearts must have been filled with terror, but there 
was worse to come. 

God spoke very highly of Moses, and of his unique position 
before God. An ordinary prophet, like Miriam and Aaron would 
be instructed by dream or vision, truly a high honor and privi
lege-but Moses is "not so". 

Num. 12:5-7-''And the Lord came down in the pillar of the 
cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron 
and Miriam: and they both came forth. 

''And He said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet 
among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a 
vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 

''My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all Mine house." 
The word for 'faithful' means 'sure' and 'established,' and is 

sometimes translated that way. Moses was something very spe
cial-established over the entire house-but as a servant-till 
God's Son should come. 

Moses, the meekest man, held the highest position in the Di
vine plan outside of Christ. His was the greatest burden-eighty 
years of preparation, forty years of carrying the whole burden 
of the evil and rebellious nation. His was the most intimate 
relationship. 

V. 8-''With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, 
and not in dark speeches: and the similitude of the Lord shall 
he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against 
my servant Moses?" 

Why were they not afraid? Because they did not stop to think 
it through. Because they were obsessed with and blinded by 
their own fleshly desires. 

They were deceived. The flesh deceived them. It led them into 
self-destructive paths. Wisdom would have saved them, and led 
them to honor instead of dishonor. 

In God's mercy, He gave Miriam a brief, though terrible, 
affliction and humiliation, instead of destroying her. 

The Voice ceased, the Cloud departed. But it was not over. 
Aaron looked at Miriam and she had suddenly become a loathsome 
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leper, "as one dead". The most dreaded and horrible disease of all. 
Aaron cried out to Moses for mercy and forgiveness, and 

Moses cried to God on her behalf. God healed her at Moses' 
entreaty, but decreed that she should be shut outside the camp 
as unclean for seven days. 

In pride, she presumptuously sought honor, and rebelled 
against God's appointments, and it brought her the deepest 
dishonor possible in full public knowledge of all the people. 

She became a symbol of divine judgment and perpetual 
warning concerning leprosy, as we find in Deut. 24:9-

''Remember what the Lord thy God did unto Miriam by the 
way, after that ye were come forth out of Egypt." 

Apart from this verse, she is not mentioned again, though 
she lived another forty years till the end of the wilderness wan
dering. Like Moses and Aaron, she died before entering into the 
land. 

* * * 
The time of the spies searching out the land would be July 

or August, the time of the first ripe grapes. Num. 13:1-2-
''.And the Lord spake unto Moses saying, Send thou men, 

that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the 
children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a 
man, every one a ruler among them." 

Like the monarchy, and the temple, the sending of spies was 
actually the idea of the people, which God permitted, and used 
for His Own purpose as we learn from Deut. 1:22-

''.And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We 
will send men before us, and they shall search us out the land, 
and bring us word again by what way we must go up, and into 
what cities we shall come." 

There was no need for spies. God had told them it was a good 
land, and that He would drive out the inhabitants. That was 
all they needed. God was their leader. He knew all about the 
land and the people in it. But He allowed them to send spies to 
confirm their own fears and faithlessness. 

Why were they faithless and afraid? They had had a year and 
a half's experience of the direct hand of God upon them, both to 
discipline and to protect. In the cloud over the Tabernacle, and in 
the daily manna, they had a perpetual and continuing tangible 
evidence of God's presence and care. But it did not profit them. 
Paul said-"not being mixed with faith" (Heb. 4:2). 

It is not for us to judge them, but to learn from their failure. 
What if we were in the same position-told to attack a warlike 
and all-fortified enemy in their own homeland, armed only by 
faith? Often we fail much less difficult tests than this. 
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Faith was the missing ingredient. Faith does not just happen, 
nor can it be acquired overnight just when needed. 

Faith involves a cause, and a process. The cause is the Word of 
God-''Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." 

The process is works, conduct, obedience-''Faith without 
works is dead." Obedience is the key to faith. Faith cannot live 
and grow and be strong without it. 

If we have real faith, it will control all that we do. Real faith 
takes full possession of the mind, and controls all thought and 
action. Faith is the reality of conviction concerning God, con
cerning both His power and His goodness. It is conviction both 
in the mind and in the heart-both mental and emotional. 

Israel was unprepared for the great task before them-the 
great call upon their faith. They doubtless thought that they 
were ready. They doubtless thought they had faith. But when 
the test came, it tragically revealed-too late-that they did not. 

They had not filled their minds with God-meditated in wor
ship upon all His wondrous works, as the Psalms keep telling us 
we must do if we are to grow and be strong in faith and ready 
for the test. 

They had not exercised and built up the muscles of their faith 
by day to day seeking God's help and blessing in obedience. They 
had not developed a personal relationship with God by thinking 
His thoughts and identifying with Him. 

So they failed. They willfully rebelled. They followed the 
thinking of the flesh instead of the guidance of the Spirit. Right 
away afterward, they cried and said they would go up to fight, but 
it was too late-their opportunity had past. God is not mocked. 
Suddenly He draws the line and shuts the book. 

These things are for our admonition. We can succeed, or we can 
fail. It is up to us. All the ingredients of success are fully available 
to us. It is entirely up to us whether we choose and use them in 
wisdom to prepare ourselves for the inevitable, final confronta
tion-that will lead us to either .eternal joy or eternal oblivion. 

The Lamentations Of Jeremiah 
By BRO. E .. F. HIGHAM, SR. 

(Continued) 

The Psalmist exhorts us to--"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
they shall prosper that love thee" (Psa. 122:6). 

Isaiah, speaking of the prospect oflsrael's glorious future, said
"J have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0 Jerusalem: they 
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) 
.shall never hold their peace day or night. Th that are Jehovah s 
REMEMBRANCERS, take ye no rest, and give Him no rest, till 
He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth" 
(Isa. 62:6 7, RV). 

The night of Israel's captivity still reigns. Tribulation yet 
awaits her sons upon the mountains of Israel. The cords of 
bondage are now being woven strand by strand, by those who 
seek their hurt, but in vain. They will be broken as the bonds 
of Samson by the power of the Lord. Therefore, it still remains 
for incense to rise unto the throne of grace and mercy. 

This is our day to stand as the Lord's REMEMBRANCERS. 
Shall we be silent in their day of adversity? Be assured "deliv
erance will arise from another quarter," but it will not be for 
our honor. Let us take the exhortation of Jeremiah to those few 
who escaped the trials of his time-

''Th that have escaped the sword, go ye, stand not still; remem
ber Jehovah from afar, and let Jerusalem come into your mind." 
(Jer. 51:50, RV). 

* * * 
"Behold our reproach" (Lam. 5:1). 
Reproach means disgrace, shame or infamy. It comes from a 

root word which means the gathering of the crop, the autumn 
and winter season, or ripeness of age. Israel's reproach indicates 
that their iniquity had come to the full. They were now gathering 
of the fruit which their sin had sown. They were cold and unre
sponsive to the Word of God. Their winter season had set in. 

The force of the prophet's prayer to God and the depth of 
their reproach is seen when we compare the items recalled to 
the Father's notice (Lam. 5:2)-

"Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our house to aliens." 
The promises of God in the past were real and literal in the 

eyes of the nation. But they had presumed upon them. They 
felt that they were unconditional. Yet, whether we look at the 
Abrahamic, Mosaic or Davidic covenants we observe that they 
were reciprocal. The land itself was the basis of the covenants-

''All the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed forever" (Gen. 13:15). 

''Th shall dwell in your land safely, and I will give you peace 
in your land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you 
afraid" (Lev. 26:5 6). 

This was their heritage. It was that unto which they had been 
brought from the darkness of slavery in Egypt. It was described 
unto them in the richest terms-

''A land flowing with milk and honey" (Ex. 3:8). 
This was a glorious heritage for which they did not have to 
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labor, a country all prepared for them. They were guaranteed 
these conditions would continue while they placed their confi
dence in their Creator, and obeyed His voice. 

Jeremiah's prayerful lament is now a confession of national 
departure from God's way. Certainly it was not the condition 
which their Father desired, nor that which was to be their ul
timate destiny by the nature of the promises. 

The prophet Jeremiah had expressed the Creator's mind 
and intention with Israel. The very inheritance which God had 
granted them was intended to stir them up to a realization that 
He was their Father. (Jer. 3:19-Good-speed translation)-

"! thought, how would I rank you among the sons, and give 
you a pleasant land, the goodliest heritage of all the nations! 
And I thought, surely you will call me Father, and will not turn 
backfrom Mel" 

But they were as an unfaithful woman. They rejected the 
blessings which were bestowed upon them. They refused to 
have God as their Father. But seeking the parental protection of 
their idols and those of the nations they learned to their dismay 
(Lam. 5:2)-

"We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows." 
This was the actual circumstance in many cases, we may be 

sure. Judah's stand against the will of God, refusal to submit 
to the yoke of Babylon, in drinking of the cup which had passed 
over unto them, would take the prime of their nation, leaving 
them a broken, despised and unwanted remnant. This same 
agony was repeated again during the first century after Christ, 
and has been perpetuated during their long night of wandering. 

They spiritually are still orphans and fatherless, and as in 
wiowhood. The prayers of prophets and faithful men have not been 
answered as yet, except in the sense of working in the develop
ment of things to the glorious consummation still to be effected. 

Jeremiah's words are again a confession that the idolatries 
and superstitions of the world are no guarantee of protection 
against the evils of the nations. It is a prayer placing them 
nationally and prophetically before God as in a position for 
consideration. It is a humble admission that God is the Father 
of all those who put their trust in Him. 

"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him" (Psa. 103:13). 

So also He has declared, that He will be (Psa. 68:5)-
''.A Father to the fatherless, and a Judge of the widows." 
This was the hope in the prophet's heart during his long and 

solitary vigil. He saw his nation spurn the love of their Father. 
He knew the destitute condition they would be in without the 
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Heavenly assistance. Yet he trusted that the time would come 
when the prodigal son would return-

"They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I 
lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a 
straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a Father 
to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn." 

"He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him as a 
shepherd doth his flock" (Jer. 31:9-10). 

But that day is yet future. The prophet did not see it in his 
time. Paul in writing to the Corinthians indicates our relation
ship to the fulfillment of these things. He takes the point from 
the national plane of Israelitish regathering to the spiritual 
level when God dwells in the fullest sense in the children of 
righteousness, among those who have separated themselves 
from the world and all its activities. Quoting Jeremiah's words, 
Paul declared-

"God hath said, I will dwell IN them, and walk IN them; and 
be their God, and they shall be My people." 

''Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate: 
and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" 
(2 Cor. 6:16-18). 

* * * 
"We have drunken our water for money: our wood is sold unto 

us" (Lam. 5:4). 
The richness and supply of the good land unto which they had 

been led by the mercies of God were now appropriated by their 
enemies, and their very possessions were sold back to them at 
a price, the items for their very existence and meager comfort. 

But water has a far deeper and more important significance 
in the Spirit's declaration here. Israel and Judah had both 
spurned the water oflife flowing from Jerusalem and the proph
ets thereof. They chose the waters of strange lands, of foreign 
peoples, and of worldly associations. In consequence God told 
them He would bring overflowing waters, great and many, upon 
their lands (Isa. 8:7). 

From their beginnings as a nation they were constantly 
murmuring for water. They could not see nor realize that God 
Who had the power to bring them from the bondage of a mighty 
nation: Who had the purpose offreeing their lives from servitude, 
could realize their every need and requirement. 

They had not perceived that it was God Himself that was 
directing and bringing them into the very circumstances which 
were designed to reveal the extent of their trust in Him. God 
knew exactly how long they could survive without water. He 
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wanted them to drink deeply of that spiritual Rock which 
followed them, which Rock was Christ. 

When they had espoused the heathen waters of Baal worship, 
of Moloch and others, they were buying waters of death, rather 
than the water of life. 

"We have given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, 
to be satisfied with bread"(Lam. 5:6). 

Previously the prophet had chided his people for turning from 
the water which alone could give life in any eternal sense

"For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken 
Me, the Fountain of Living Waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water." 

''.And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink 
the waters of Sihor? Or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, 
to drink the waters of the river?" (Jer. 2:13 18). 

The exhortation is vital. The lessons oflsrael and Judah are 
full of meaning for us as we see the first rays of the dawn of an
other day for Israel. These things were "written for our learning 
and admonition." The prophet did not write in vain (Jer. 17:13)-

"0 Lord, the Hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be 
ashamed, and they that depart from Me shall be written in the 
earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the Fountain of Living 
Waters." 

The Master could rightly represent himself as the source of 
water to satisfy the thirst of spiritual Israel. And he promises 
that those who partake of the Word as he did will find within 
themselves a never ending supply of this life-giving element. 

As the people thronged around in the last day, the great day of 
the feast-as the Savior's time drew near, he offered this water 
to all. His appealing cry rang out-

"If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
fiow rivers of living water" (Jn. 7:37-38). 

He was but repeating the words Isaiah had recorded of him 
before-

"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he 
that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and withoutprice"(55:l). 

The water of life is the gift of God. It is offered freely to all 
those who desire it. Yet it goes begging. The prophet thereafter 
goes on to illustrate that this water is the everlasting covenant, 
the sure mercies of David, the glorious promise of all nations 
blessed in Abraham, when the curse shall be removed. 

This was the water which Israel rejected for the transitory 
waters of association with Egypt and Assyria. Now is the day for 
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us to drink while the appeal is still ringing out. The blessing of so 
drinking is accentuated in the final message of God through Jesus

"I will give to him that is athirst of the fountain of the water 
of life freely" (Rev. 21:6). 

"He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb ... Whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely" (Rev. 22:1, 17). 

Jerusalem had looked in every direction for help except to 
the proffered hand of God. They had played one nation against 
another, Egypt against Assyria and Assyria against Egypt. The 
superstitions of these nations could not provide in their season 
the necessities of life. The very nature of their idol worship was 
to supplicate the pagan gods of fertility for their land. But they 
were unimpressed by the True Provider ofrain in seed time, and 
the Giver of the early and the latter rain. 

"Servants have ruled over us" (Lam. 5:8). 
This was another aspect of their reproach. God had set the 

bounds of the nations according to the lot of His chosen people. 
Now these alien nations had absorbed their land and had set their 
appointed officers over them, and despised their kingly line of 
descent, and rulership. And when we truly understand that God 
was their King and the One who ruled over them, the magnitude 
of the reproach is evident as we see the stranger lord it over God's 
heritage. Was it in prophetic vein that Solomon said? 

"I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as 
servants upon the earth" (Eccl. 10:7). 

The respect, the honor and the dignity to which they as the 
chosen of the Lord were heir were trampled in the dust. Yet it 
will not always continue thus. The ray of hope has burnt in the 
hearts of spiritual Israel, through the years. God has not cast 
away His people whom He foreknew. Zechariah was caused to 
utter a prophecy concerning the day when the reproach would 
be removed and the order of servitude reversed again-

"In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take 
hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of 
the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you" (Zech. 8:23). 

* * * 
The Mosaic covenant promised them a land of plenty, all the 

blessings offull barns, and winepresses. Their exposed condition 
in Jeremiah's time was such that all the surrounding nations 
invaded them and took the produce of their labor. 

"We gat our bread with the peril of our lives, because of the 
sword of the wilderness"(Lam. 5:9). 

Daily bread was a necessity. It was promised by God to Israel 
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for faithfulness. It came in the wilderness and they gathered 
of it day by day. There was then no "sword of the wilderness" 
which they had to fear. They had to fear themselves, those inner 
impulses which rebelled against the chastening hand of anAll
wise Father. They did not learn to seek first the will of God and 
that when necessary all these things would be added. 

God sought to impress them again in later years in a similar 
manner during the time of the kings, when He withheld the rain, 
and brought famine. He made the sharp contrast between the 
failure of Baal to provide, and the power of God to control the 
elements essential for seedtime and harvest. 

But He indicated that the cause was much deeper than the 
hunger for daily bread. It lay within their hearts. And therefore, a 
famine of a far more serious nature was to strike home to them

"! will send a famine in the land, not of bread, nor of thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 

''.A.nd they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north 
even to the east. They shall run to and fro to seek the Word of the 
Lord, and shall not find it"(Amos 8:11-12). (Tbbecontinued, Godwilling) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
THE GROWING CONFLICT BETWEENRUSSIAAND THE UK 

''When Russia, which is Greek, takes up the position 
assigned her in prophecy, Babylon will have attained to its 
utmost bounds. In those days Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
Holland, Prussia, Switzerland, and the German States, may 
all of them be politically merged in that dominion, for "many 
countries" are to be "overthrown" by the King of the North, 
which will of necessity modify the political geography of the 
old world. 

"Babylon, then, at the crisis of its fall will have attained 
its most ample development. It will extend from the Atlantic 
Ocean on the west, along the northern confines of China to 
the Pacific Ocean eastward, including Turkey, Persia, and 
Independent Tartary, for Turkey is the Apocalyptic river of 
Babylon, and includes the ancient Chaldea and Persia, the 
bear-feet of the Babylonish Beast of the Sea. On the north, 
it will stretch from the Arctic ocean to the Atlas Mountains 
and cataracts of the Nile, and beyond, south, including the 
Roman Africa, Egypt, and Abyssinia [Ethiopia]. From these 
countries overflowed by the king of the north, the armies of 
Babylon the Great are to be "gathered for the war of that 
great day of God Almighty."-(Rev. 16:14; Zech. 14:1, 2.) 

"These, however, are but the hosts of the one side of the 
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contest, to which there must be opposed an enemy sufficient
ly powerful and multitudinous to necessitate so mighty an 
effort on the part of Babylon. This power is not designated 
in the Apocalypse, though it is named in Isaiah and Ezekiel, 
and its geographical position is indicated by Daniel. In Isaiah 
16:3, 4, it is styled Moab; because it will occupy that country 
in the crisis before us. In chapter 18:1, it is termed "a land 
shadowing wide, with wings extending beyond to the rivers 
ofKhush (Tigris and Euphrates,) that sendeth forth whirling 
things on vessels of fleetness upon the waters;" and in chap. 
34:7, it is symbolized by the UNICORN. 

"Ezekiel, in chapter 38:13, styles this maritime Moabitish 
Unicorn "Sheba and Dedan, and the merchants ofTarshish, 
with all the young lions thereof." So that he adds the LION 
to the Unicorn and shows what other countries the Lion and 
Unicorn power should possess." 

[Part of the full royal coat of 
arms of the United Kingdom. 
The lion represents the country 
of England, while the unicorn 
represents the country of Scot
land.-T.D.C.] 

"Daniel indicates the power in 
the words, "but other (countries) 
shall escape out of his (the king 
of the north's) hand, Edom, and 
Moab, and the chief of the children 

of Ammon," and points out its position in saying that the 
king of the north shall be troubled by tidings out of the 
east, and out of the north, and which shall cause them to go 
forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away 
many.-(Dan. 11:44.) 

"Here, then, are Tarshish, Dedan, Sheba, Edom, Moab, 
Ammon, Egypt for a time but not permanently (Dan. 11:42) 
assigned to the Lion and Unicorn as the antagonists to the 
Babylonish confederacy. These Scripture geographical 
names indicate the modern countries of British India, Ara
bia, hounded by the Euphrates, Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean, 
and the Red Sea, and Syria. The dominion of the Lion and 
Unicorn will extend over these countries ... 

"These, then, are the belligerents-Babylon of the one 
part, and the Lion and Unicorn of the east and north, of the 
other-who, when they put their hosts in motion for the 
conflict that must inevitably ensue before the fall of Babylon 
the Great, will move the world to arms. Armageddon is the 
crisis delineated for these. The Lion and Unicorn must fall 
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back from Egypt, Ephraim, and Judea, upon Ammon, Moab, 
and Edom. Beyond these it will not retreat" (Christadelphian, 
1872, pp. 548-549). 

This marvellous passage from Dr. Thomas's Bible Dictio
nary outlines the great conflict between the powers of Russia 
(over "many countries") and Tarshish (Britain with her 
colonies) to develop in the latter days. As we'll see from the 
following passages, this polarization of nations to one camp 
or the other is proceeding quickly, despite the distractions 
posed by outlier countries such as China or North Korea. 
THE RUSSIANNENEZUELAN THREAT 

· Recently we have been seeing echoes of the old Cuban 
missile crisis (October, 1962), with another Caribbean coun
try: Venezuela. Aircraft and armaments are so quickly mobile 
today that threats can appear on the horizon almost instantly. 
The vast expanses of the Atlantic and Pacific no longer offer 
any real barrier to very dangerous developments. Once again 
it is Russia, after an absence of many years, bringing deadly 
nuclear weaponry to the near shores of the U.S.-

Moscow's dispatch of strategic bombers and heavy transport 
planes to Venezuela on December 10 highlights both what has 
and has not changed in the in the "new cold war" between Russia 
and the United States. Indeed, as Moscow-based military expert 
Aleksandr Golts argues, the appearance of two Russian Tu-160s 
in Latin America highlighted that the present-day hostility 
between Russia and the US could far more easily go "hot" than 
was the case in the "old" Cold War. 

Golts argues that, in order to achieve Russia's goal of parity 
with the US, President Putin must demonstrate his willingness 
to threaten the use of Moscow's nuclear arsenal. In a future in 
which Putin is likely to repeat such hostile behavior, there is a 
risk that his moves could lead to miscalculation and war. 

That conclusion is justified, Golts asserts, because Putin's vi
sion of the world, one allegedly shared by a majority of Russians, 
is that everything that happens in smaller and militarily weaker 
countries is the work of Western special services and thus must 
be countered forcefully. 

The events in Venezuela are a demonstration of this. In 
early December, Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro visited 
Moscow, where he was warmly received and promised Russian 
aid amounting to $6 billion as well as supplies of grain. That 
assistance, Russian analysts say, was enough to buy Russia the 
right to land its planes in Venezuela, which can be counted as 
an "ally'' of Russia. Shortly thereafter, Moscow dispatched two 
nuclear-capable Tu-160 bombers and support aircraft, including 
one An-124 heavy military transport and one 11-62 long-haul 
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plane, to a base on an island near Caracas. Then, in the company 
of Venezuelan military jets, the Russian bombers conducted a 
ten-hour flight around the Caribbean Sea. 

A commentator for Moscow's Nezavisimaya Gazeta explains 
the Kremlin's actions by suggesting that Putin is simply demon
strating a capacity to send Russian forces close to the borders 
of the United States in response to the United States' plans to 
withdraw from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty and possibly from other arms control agreements as well. 

The idea has widespread support in Russian security circles. 
Shamil Gareyev, a colonel, told Nezavisimaya Gazeta that "us
ing Venezuela for solving the tasks of [Russia's] Long-Range 
Aviation is very much the right idea." They can rotate in and 
out and show the flag to the Americans. 

At a time when Putin continues to raise the stakes, there is 
a danger that one side or the other will misread such military 
moves and respond in ways that will lead to escalation. This 
week's events did not have that outcome, but, as Golts warns, 
repetitions of them easily could.-Jamestown, 12118 
NEW HYPERSONIC WEAPONS 

Russia has been actively developing its nuclear weaponry 
as a protective shield under which it may gain the time to 
build up its conventional military forces. These weapons 
are astoundingly swift, and effectively nullify any massive 
retaliation by Western powers (such as threatening to bomb 
Russia if (when) it decides to invade Europe). Once again, 
we are entering an age of mutually assured destruction 
(MAD), that paralyzes any possibility of swift, overwhelming 
resolution when nations go to war. This allows upcoming 
powers (Russia and China) to push boundaries, while the 
West knows that any over-reaction to new threats could 
quickly escalate to nuclear launches. While we know that 
such a nuclear holocaust fate is not in store for the world, 
the world dOElS not know this-

Hypersonic weapons pose a real "challenge" to world peace, 
says expert. The dangers posed by such cutting-edge armaments 
were highlighted after President Vladimir Putin said Russia 
had successfully tested its Avangard missile at 20, 700mph 
(33,313kph) making it invulnerable to any form of attack. A 
hypersonic missile travelling at the speed Putin claimed would 
be capable of travelling from Moscow to London-more than 
1,500 miles away-in less than five minutes. 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)'s senior 
fellow for military aerospace Douglas Barrie said the world was 
now at the end of any kind of post-WW2 consensus. "Russia, 
China and the USA are all actively pursuing hypersonic glide 
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vehicles and hypersonic propulsion. Hypersonic glide vehicles 
and hypersonic cruise are dual capable-that is either conven
tional or nuclear payloads." 

In a separate development, Russia will deploy the S-350 Vi
tyaz new generation short-to-mid range surface-to-air defence 
missile complex this year, Russian Defence Ministry Sergey 
Shoygu said. 

IISS's director-general Dr John Chipman warned Russia, as 
well as China, was waging a parallel campaign of "tolerance 
warfare" against the West. He explained: "Tolerance warfare is 
the effort to push back lines of resistance, probe weaknesses, 
assert rights unilaterally, break rules, establish new facts on the 
ground, strip others of initiative and gain systematic advantage 
over hesitant opponents. 

"It particularly exploits weaknesses in Western democracies 
whose instincts for statecraft have been tempered by geopolitical 
failure abroad and constraints imposed by domestic opinion on 
hard-power international deployment. 

"Most obviously, President Vladimir Putin's Russia is seeking 
asymmetrically to gain advantage in its weakened position by 
regular use of tolerance-warfare stratagems."-Express, 12/ 18 
SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA 

This tolerance-warfare has opened a new playing field of 
late:Africa. This continent, peripheral to the Middle East and 
Europe, is of significant strategic value, as seen in the first 
and second World Wars. Once again, the global powers are 
looking to Africa to assert their dominant positions-

After decades of a bipolar world in which the US and the So
viet Union competed for global hegemony, we entered a unipolar 
era with the collapse of the USSR and the US imposing its will 
across the globe virtually unchallenged. Now the geopolitical 
tectonic plates are shifting once more as the US loses ground 
and influence, the European Union shows signs of fracturing, 
and new players scramble to gain the high ground. 

Experts believe a new "Scramble for Africa" is unfolding. 
The main players are China, the EU and the US. [And] it now 
seems Russia has new aspirations for Africa, which is reflected 
in Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov's visits to several African 
countries in 2018. 

Indeed, trade and investment between Russia and Africa 
witnessed growth of 185% between 2005 and 2015. Lavrov un
dertook a five-day tour to Africa in March 2018, including visits 
to Angola, Namibia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Ethiopia. This 
clearly indicates Russia is setting itself up to return to Africa. 

Russian companies have been implementing a number of 
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interesting projects in African countries. From a mining per
spective, it is cooperating with Zimbabwe (where Russia is 
developing one of the world's largest deposits of platinum group 
metals). It seems that Russia is actively re-establishing links 
with Angola. Alrosa, the Russian giant, mines diamonds in that 
country. [And] it is one of the largest oil-producing countries in 
Africa and a member of OPEC. 

Angola and Mozambique are actively cooperating with Russia 
in military-technical cooperation. Russia and Mozambique are 
planning to jointly develop and produce military equipment. 

President al-Bashir recently announced that Sudan and 
Russia had agreed on a programme to boost Sudan's military 
capabilities. Apparently it was during a trip to Russia in No
vember 2017 that al-Bashir asked for Russia's cooperation in the 
field of nuclear power. Russia has agreed to supply Sudan with 
a small-capacity floating nuclear plant to produce electricity, 
and will endeavour to complete the technical studies to build 
Sudan's nuclear power plant within eight years. 

Al-Bashir apparently also discussed the establishment of 
military bases on the Red Sea coast with President Putin and 
his defence minister. 

It is reported that al-Bashir also offered Sudan as a gateway 
into Africa for Russia. In a recent development, Sudan invited 
Russian companies to take part in the development of its oil 
industry. 

Russia is reportedly negotiating with Somaliland leaders for a 
naval base to support its warships and submarines to operate in 
the region and the busy shipping lanes carrying most of Europe's 
goods. If realised, this would be Russia~ first base in Africa since 
the Cold War and be a major step forward for Putin's programme 
to revive Russia's once proud navy. The base is expected to be 
home to two destroyer-sized ships, four frigate class ships, two 
large submarine pens, two airstrips that can host up to six heavy 
aircraft and 15 fighter jets. 

The rumoured location of the base is outside Zeila city, in 
Somaliland. It is also on the border with Djibouti-near the 
location of China's first overseas base in modern times, which 
opened last year. 

As the US and China both have military facilities in Djibouti, 
it should not be a surprise that Russia would want facilities there 
too. The Horn of Africa is strategically important for a number of 
reasons, amongst others because it allows both power projection 
into the Middle East and influence over the Suez Canal through 
the Gulf of Aden. 

Russia has a notable military influence in Africa, both in 
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terms of boots on the ground and military transactions with · 
states. Russia is the second-largest exporter of arms globally and 
a major supplier to Africa. Despite the controversy and moral 
issues around this (Russian weapons are often the ones showing 
up in countries under arms embargoes), it is likely to remain 
one of its comparative advantages. Many African countries 
attend the 'military games' hosted by Russia, either to partici
pate or observe. Russia provides large numbers of troops to UN 
peacekeeping missions. In fact, Russian peacekeepers in Africa 
outnumber those from France, the UK and the US combined. 

Diplomatically, Africa is of strategic interest to Russia in terms 
of the geopolitical support it offers-African states comprise 
the biggest geographic voting bloc across a multitude of global 
diplomatic, security and economic institutions, most notably the 
UN Security Council. 

The window of opportunity was thrown wide open for [Putin] 
when Donald Trump, without any provocation, went out of his 
way to insult the whole of Africa in terms that can only be de
scribed as gutter language. Africa will not forget or forgive this 
uncalled-for insult in a long while. -New African, 11 I 18 

The rise to power of the current U.S. president has had 
many in the world scratching their heads-but his activities 
seem to be greatly accelerating the polarization of nations. 
His offenses against the sensibilities of many countries has 
opened the door for Russia to spread its influence across the 
globe. But while the U.S. withdraws into itself, Britain now 
is rising to fill the gap as coalition builder and defender of 
the seas, as we shall see next month, God willing. 

Things are developing with such speed and intensity that 
it cannot be long ere the Master return.Are we ready?-T.D.C. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 72) 

least, and the latter has popularized it. Mr. Roberts is now the 
recognized leader of the movement, and in these 17 lectures, 
he shows himself to be a man of ability and earnestness. The 
book is well written, and the arguments are clearly stated and 
vigorously enforced. If therefore, anyone desires to have in a 
handy and popular form the leading contentions of the Chris
tadelphians, this is the book to get." 

We notice also that there is a further excerpt from a newspaper on the book 
Elpis Israel. This notice, printed by bro. Roberts states-
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ELPIS ISRAEL-A newspaper notice of this work, says, "It has 
gone through four editions, and will probably go through many 
more. Instead of calling his work 'a system of theology,' as other 
theologians would do, Dr. Thomas names it 'an exposition of the 
Kingdom of God.' All the facts and truths are made to cluster 
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round this phrase. We get, however, in this volume the classic of 
Christadelphianism. Here that body is seen in its fullness, and 
their position is stated clearly and vigorously by its founder. If 
anyone, therefore, desires to know what Christadelphianism 
is, this is the book which they ought at once to procure. The 
volume is ably and deeply-interestingly written." 

(These comments, taken from various newspapers, give us an insight into 
an opinion of these two books, as held by some in the world. They readily 
acknowledged their value and benefit in presenting the basic foundation 
and beliefs of Christadelphians. It is a sad commentary on the fact that 
some today (who should know better), know little of these important, high 
standards of the Truth's work. El pis Israel is a wonderful exposition on the 
whole purpose of God; and Christendom Astray reinforces that belief by 
presenting arguments that prove the Truth of what true Christadelphians 
hold fast). 

* * * 
THERE is an informative series of articles in the magazine on the subject 
of "Bible Difficulties And Their Solution." This month's article considered 
some of the so-called problems and contradictions of Creation, and the 
closing comment was that "the order of the creative acts described in this 
inimitable history has been fully confirmed by geological research." 

* * * 
IN the light of what is mentioned about the book Christendom Astray, bro. 
Roberts wrote a short article on "The Best Way of Advertising Christendom 
Astray." Several brethren were seeking advice on this matter. In answer to 
this we find the following two suggestions-1. Running a notice in a mag
azine or paper, etc.; 2. Distributing hand-bills offering the book to those 
who might be interested. 

* * * 
IN this month's issue of the Christadelphian," there are several very inter
esting events that were included in the ecclesial news' items. Some of the 
following will no doubt be enlightening as to some of the activities of our 
brethren and sisters of 100 years ago. 

Birmingham: help for the poor-
1. There was no public meeting of the brethren on Dec. 25. 
There was a gathering of the old and poor at the Garden Room. 
About 40 partook of dinner, after which, several four-wheeled 
conveyances took the bulk of the company out for a drive in 
the suburbs-a curious cavalcade, exciting the derision of 
Gentile neighbours, who have no principle upon which the 
event is explicable. Enduring as "fools, for Christ's sake," we 
got through, to the great delight of most of the company, who 
never got upon wheels all the year through. 
At five, we had tea, and after tea bro. Ashcroft exhibited a num
ber of lantern views of Egypt, Palestine, etc. The proceedings 
concluded with a distribution of the articles upon which the 
sewing class has for some time been engaged. The Kingdom 
of God in the perspective was the spice and the inducement 
throughout. 
2. The quarterly business meeting took place on the first Thurs
day in the year. The Treasurer's report, while telling us oflarge 
receipts, informed us of equal disbursements, with this result, 
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that while in the first collection account we had gained 30s, in 
the second account we had lost ground to a similar extent, so 
that we were just equal to the state of things at the beginning of 
the quarter. We had nothing to show from a quarter's spending, 
but a quarter's activity. This, it was observed, would be reckoned 
a poor state of things if we were a secular society, or operating 
with financial aims; but as a community endeavouring to fulfill 
the laws of Christ, in the midst of a large and dark town, the 
case was different. 
London: Sunday School-
The usual written examination of the children attending the 
Sunday School took place on Dec. 16, and the annual tea and 
prize distribution on Jan. 1. 
Westminster: lending library, and second addresses-
The quarterly meeting of the ecclesia was held on Jan. 13, when 
it was decided that we commence a lending library for the use 
of the interested alien. Also, that 12 brethren be appointed to 
deliver the second addresses during the ensuing quarter, on 
Sunday mornings, after the breaking of bread. This obviates 
the unpleasantness of having to listen to what are very often 
unedifying addresses, through not having been prepared. Order 
is one of the characteristics needful to be exercised, in order to 
maintain the well-being of the body of Christ. 
Redfern, Australia: A Gathering-
Brethren and sisters, to the number of about 70, with their 
children and interested strangers, had an outdoor gathering on 
Nov. 9. A steamer was engaged, and by the kind permission of 
bro. Howell, allowed to moor alongside the wharf of which he is 
manager, thus avoiding any crowding from the outside public. 
We started at 9:30 a.m. for Longueville, and during the trip 
up, several of our hymns were sung. On arrival, the company 
dispersed in various directions and enjoyed that intercourse 
with one another which is so hard to obtain in an ecclesia so 
scattered as is ours. At noon, we all assembled. Hymns were 
sung, and Acts 3:22 read, after which bro. Hawkins spoke briefly. 
Shortly before 5 p.m., we again assembled, and after singing, 
bro. Everitt spoke. With thankful hearts to the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift, we reached Sydney safely about 6:30 p.m., 
singing hymns on the return voyage, expressing our wish that 
the Redeemer may come soon to Zion. 

(All these types of activities were performed by those who believed that 
every effort should be made to live the Truth to the fullest. They recognized 
the great blessing of their high and holy calling, and with this imbedded 
deeply in their hearts and minds they made every effort to do what they 
could together for the Truth. They spent and were spent for the sake of the 
Gospel. There is always a lesson in these things for us). 

* * * 
UNDER the 'Signs of the Times' we find some events concerning Egypt 
dealt with in great length. There was an uprising in the Soudan (lying south 
of Egypt), that created apprehension for Egyptian and British Interests. 
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Among the Mohammedans there arose a man who, antagonistic to British 
-Egyptian rule, established himself by military strength as "The Mahdi" 
(religious prophet, leader or guide}. In an attempt to put down this uprising 
an Egyptian military contingent was destroyed. This interrupted the planned 
evacuation of Britain from Egypt and caused a great stir in Britain. As 
bro. Roberts clearly pointed out, Britain could not leave Egypt, for God's 
purpose required that she stay for the purpose of the Jewish regathering 
to the Holy Land. 

* * * 
DIFFERENT Bible Lectures-

"God's Purpose with the Nation of Israel" 
"The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ" 
"The Inheritance of the Saints" 
"Believing and Doing" 
"Was Christ our Substitute?" 
"The Divine Remedy for the Political and Social Evils which 
Afflict Mankind" 
"The Messiah in His Sacrificial and Kingly Character" 
''What is Truth, and Who has It?" 
"The Whole Bible, a Standing Testimony Condemning the 
So-Called Christian World" 

"The Lion and the Lamb" 
"The Biography of Beelzebub" 
"The Kingdom of God, a Divine Political Dominion to be 
Established upon Earth; Not a State of Grace in the Hear t" 

"Lutheranism: The Reformation of the 16th Century-What it 
Accomplished and What it Left Undone, Particularly the 
Latter" 

"The Messiah is Coming; will the People Reject Him Again?" 
"Are the People Aware that the Kingdom of God, or the Kingdom 
of Heaven, is the Kingdom of Israel Restored?" 

January Answers- "Ready" 
1. Plainly 
2. Syrian 
3. Prepared 
4. Tongue 
5. Halt 
6. Arrows 
7. Bow 
8. Burst 
9. Battle 

10. Darkness 
11. Quickly 
12. Present 
13. Tidings 
14. Chariot 
15. Spirit 
16. Morning 
17. Stone 
18. Scribe 
19. Pardon 
20. Wife 
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21. Judge 
22. Revealed 
23. Vanish 
24. Work 
25. Offered 
26. Distribute 
27. Declaration 
28. Preach 
29. Soldiers 
30. Bound 
31. Morrow 
32. Trance 
33. Time 
34. Thee 
35. Passover 
36. Furnished 
37.Sup 
38. Things 
39. In 
40. Therefore 
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FOR the past couple of months, there was some discussion as to whether 
bro. Roberts would take a planned trip to visit the ecclesias in America. 
Some difficulty arose through the fact that some brethren in America wanted 
bro. Ashcroft to permanently move there. With this possibility still being 
considered, and not settled, bro. Roberts postponed his visit. 

* * * 
HAVING advertised the book Christendom Astray, bro. Roberts quotes one 
of the more oddly-interesting responses from the news media-

A newspaper notice of Twelve Lectures says- "Dr. Thomas 
is the Darwin of Christadelphianism, and Mr. Roberts is the 
Huxley. The former founded the system- in its present form at 

(Continued on page 68) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-"Name Person or Thing" 
1. Sword of the Spirit 21. Call me Mara 
2. Doeth good like a medicine 22. Mother of all living 
3. A hired razor 23. Instruments of cruelty 
4. Pillar of salt 24. That old fox 
5. A jewel of gold in swine's snout 25. The beloved physician 
6. Heaviness of his mother 26. Whited wall ... 
7. Shall shine forth as the sun 27. Firstfrui ts ofAchaia 
8. Vapor that vanisheth away 28. Child of the devil 
9. Author of Eternal salvation 29. Almost persuadeth me to be a Christian 

10. Goodly horse 30. He saw 4 men loose in fire 
11. The beauty of old men 31. Desireth and hath nothing 
12. Glory of young men 32. Shall not be put out 
13. A world of iniquity 33. The beginning of knowledge 
14. Great gain 34. Crieth without, uttereth voice in streets 
15. Mother in Israel 35. Harder to be won than a strong city 
16. Rent in twain 36. Come out of her my people 
1 7. A notable prisoner 37. Great sight 
18. Israelite indeed 38. Had no oil for lamps 
19. Form was terrible 39. 153 caught in net 
20. Ambassador in bonds 40. It budded 
A brother offended Fair woman w/o discretion House of Judah 
A merry heart Fear of the Lord House of Stephanas 
Aaron's rod Fire on the altar King Agrippa 
Babylon the great Foolish son King Nebuchadnezzar 
Barabbas Foolish virgins King of Assyria 
Burning bush Godliness w contentment Lot's wife 
Christ Great fishes Luke 
Deborah Gray head Naomi 
Elymas the sorcerer Herod Nathaniel 
Eve High Priest Ananias Nebuch'zzar 's image 

Paul 
Simeon and Levi 
Sluggard 
Strength 
The Righteous 
Tongue 
Vail of the temple 
Wisdom 
Word of God 
Your life 
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